Anthropology 2310, Spring 2019
Fundamentals of Archaeology

Professor:  Dr. Bonnie Clark



TA: Lydia Wood
Office:  Room 142, Sturm Hall; 303.871.2875
Office: Room 153, Sturm Hall
bclark@du.edu




lydia.wood@du.edu
Office Hours: 
Tues & Thurs 2-4 pm;


Office Hours: Thurs 11 am-1 pm
Course Description
This challenging course focuses on the practice of archaeology—why and how archaeologists recover and analyze their data.  By the end of this course students will have an understanding not only of the nature of the archaeological record, but also how models of the past are built and interact with general public knowledge.  Students in the course will also engage in hands-on analysis of archaeological materials, including a research project with an important collection of bone tools from an archaeological site in New Mexico.  
This course fulfills the archaeology requirement for anthropology majors and serves as a prerequisite course for many upper division archaeology courses.  Non-majors interested in the practice of archaeology are also encouraged to take the course.

Course Requirements
Because archaeology is a multi-disciplinary, hands-on practice, the course will reflect that eclecticism in content and requirements.  Classes will involve student participation, and thus attendance is key if you want to do well in the course.  Attendance and participation in small group work and class discussions will be worth up to 25% of your grade in this course. When small group work involves a written component, exercises will be collected for use in assessment.  Another 25% of the course grade will be based on short assignments (SA), which are comprised of a combination of exercises and short written work.  Your research project will be worth 10% of your grade. Your exams make up the other 40% of your grade: 15% for the midterm and 25% for the final exam.  The final will be cumulative.
Textbooks
There is one required textbook for this class.  It is available at the Driscoll bookstore:
Archaeology Essentials: Theories, Methods, and Practice, Third Edition.  Colin Renfrew and Paul Bahn.  2015.  Thames & Hudson, London.  Note:  Do not purchase an earlier or later version. 
There will be additional required readings to be accessed through the course Canvas website.

Course Organization
The class is will cover four main topics:  Introduction to archaeology and the archaeological record; Recovering the record; Interpreting the record; and Archaeology in the public realm.
Below is an outline of specific topics for each class period paired with the readings required for that class meeting.  Discussion or application of the readings will often be part of your in-class work. CR indicates you have required readings that day that are available through the course Canvas website.  

Date
Topic




Reading

Assignment
4/4
The archaeological record

Intro, Chapters 1 & 2 
4/9
Site Formation processes




SA 1 handed out

4/11
Archaeology as science
 


craft, and ethical practice  

Handout – Ethics 


Guest: Dean Saitta

4/16
Research designs 


Chapter 3 

SA 1 Due
4/18
Fieldwork







4/23
Dating—Relative


Chapter 4

SA 2 handed out
4/25
Dating—Chronometric




SA 2 Due


4/30
Building interpretations:

Chapter 5




Social Archaeology



5/2
MIDTERM

5/7
Environmental archaeology

Chapter 6

SA 3 handed out
5/9
Artifacts: Technology & Trade
Chapter 7

5/14
Understanding
Bone Tools

CR


SA 3 Due

5/16
Archaeology of the body & burials
Chapter 8 & CR
SA 4 handed out
5/21
Household &



Chapter 9




Cognitive Archaeology 

5/23
Bone Tool Project Workshops 
CR 


SA 4 Due

Date
Topic




Reading

Assignment 

5/28
Explanation & Public
Archaeology
Chapters 10 & 11
5/30
Archaeology in museums - 

CR


SA 5 handed out

The Mesa Verde collection
6/4
Archaeology and the Law

Chapter 12



6/6
Peer Review of project/




SA 5 Due


Final Review






Draft – Bone tool

project


6/13
FINAL
 (Same time as class 8-9:50 am)


Final—Bone tool
project
Class Policies
Short assignments will be handed out in class and typically will be due back in class one week later.  Assignments must be printed in hard copy and turned in at the beginning of class.  No assignments will be accepted via email.  Turning in an assignment late will result in the loss of a full grade for each day it is late.  Written portions of assignments should be typed unless otherwise noted.  You are encouraged to bring drafts or questions about assignments to office hours.  

Although you should feel free to consult with your fellow students on the assignments, all work needs to be original.  Plagiarism and copying assignments are both violations of the DU honor code and will be reported to Office of Citizenship and Community Standards.
Make-up exams are not granted without a doctor’s note.  Student-athletes need to meet with the professor the first week of the quarter in order to ascertain any potential scheduling conflicts.  Please note the date of the course final exam and plan your travel accordingly. No early finals will be given.

A Special Note on Digital Distractions:
This class requires an engagement with your teacher, archaeological materials, and fellow students.  As such, please make sure to turn off and store your digital devices before the start of class.  We will often be moving within the classroom or to different locations for observation.  You should be prepared to take notes with paper and pencil rather than your computer.  Should you feel the need to use your computer to take notes, please make sure to SWITCH TO AIRPLANE MODE.  A greater engagement with your computer screen than the classroom, or the use of portable devices in class, will result in a reduction of your class participation grade.
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