Brief Biographies of New Faculty
University Writing Program
Fall 2006

Profiled below are the 21 Founding Faculty Members
Contact:  Doug Hesse or Amy Kho, University Writing Program, 1-7448
Geoffrey Bateman is ABD in English at the University of Colorado-Boulder, where he taught writing, rhetoric, and literature, received grants to design service learning components, and served as Lead Graduate Teacher.  His dissertation is “Queering the American West, 1870-1930.” He was awarded a Fulbright to teach in Austria. With an M.A. from the University of California at Santa Barbara and a B.A. from the University of Puget Sound, he has coauthored Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell: Debating the Gay Ban in the Military and regularly publishes reviews in the Rocky Mountain News.

Jennifer Riley Campbell holds a PhD in English from Auburn University, where her dissertation was “Long Strange Trip: Mapping Popular Culture in Composition.” She holds and MA from Auburn and BA from The University of Evansville.  In addition to teaching writing at Auburn, where she helped direct the composition program, Campbell has also taught at Tennessee State University and the University of Arizona and has made half a dozen refereed presentations at national conferences. Her areas of interest include writing in the disciplines, workplace writing, and the intersections of technology and popular culture
Richard Colby received his PhD in Rhetoric and Writing from Bowling Green State University, where his dissertation was “Computers and Composition Communities: Can Each Learn from the Other?”  His MA is from California State University, San Bernardino, his BA from Cal State, Fullerton.  He has published on digital portfolios and writing centers, made ten presentations at national conferences, and designed numerous professional web sites.  His research interests include the evaluation of web-texts, the design of videogames, and the history of composition textbooks.
Kelli Custer completed her doctoral coursework from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and is finishing her dissertation, “Driven Identities: How 13 Past Chairs of the Conference on College Composition and Communication Maintain their Teacher and Scholar Identities.” Custer received her MA and BA in English at Idaho State University. Custer has presented at numerous conferences, and has published “Up the Virtual Staircase” in Rendezvous and “Of Bedpans and Blackboards: Compositionists as Nurses of the EMO,” in Works and Days.

David Daniels earned his MFA at Indiana University, where he has also completed coursework for the PhD.  His BA is from Tulane.  In addition to teaching writing and literature at Indiana and the Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design, Daniels has previously taught at DU.  He served as Editor of Indiana Review, received a Stadler Fellowship for Younger Poets from Bucknell University, and has published in River Styx, Pleiades, and Gulf Coast, among other places.

Doug Hesse, Director of the Writing Program and Professor of English, received his PhD from the University of Iowa.  He is Immediate Past Chair of the Conference on College Composition and Communication, Past President of the Council of Writing Program Administrators, and past editor of Writing Program Administration. In a 20-year career at Illinois State University, he was director of writing programs, director of English graduate studies, director of the Center for the Advancement of Teaching, and director of the University Honors Program.  Hesse was Wiepking Distinguished Visiting Professor at Miami University (Ohio) and has published 50 articles and chapters and three books, including the Simon and Schuster Handbook for Writers. His research interests are composition pedagogy, rhetorical theory, and creative nonfiction.
Matt Hill completed his doctoral coursework at Michigan Technological University, and is waiting to defend his dissertation, “The (Un)Civil Case of Ted Kaczynski.” Hill received his MA in Composition and Rhetoric and his BA in English from Washington State University, after an AA from William Rainey Harper College. Hill co-authored “’You Mean this isn’t a Writing Class?’ The Complexities of Training for a Multiliteracies Approach” forthcoming in Boot Camp. Conference presentations include, “A Violence in Writing,” “40 megs and a Mouse,” and “Evaluating the Needs of Upper-Division ESL Writers at Washington State University.” 
Kamila Kinyon received her PhD in Comparative Literature from the University of Chicago, and received her MA in Linguistics and BA in English from the University of Utah. Kinyon’s dissertation is entitled “Models of exile: Koestler, Nabokov, Kundera.” She has also published several articles, including: “Laughter in Zamiatin’s We: Passageways into the Irrational,” and “The Panopticon Gaze in Kundera’s Unbearable Lightness of Being.” Kinyon’s research interests include dystopian literature, twentieth century émigré literature, literature of Diaspora and exile; twentieth century American and Czech literature; the novel; autobiography.

Jeff Ludwig received his PhD in English Studies from Illinois State University. He completed his MA and BA from St. Cloud University. His doctoral dissertation is entitled, “Identity and Flux: American Literary modernism of the 1920’s & 1930’s.” Ludwig has published several articles, including “The Rhetorics of Subversion and Silence: the Naming of Illinois State University’s Student Union,” and co-edited a book, Transforming English Studies: New Voices in an Emerging Genre. Ludwig’s research and teaching areas include American Modernism, Cultural Theory, Theories of the Postmodern, Classroom Pedagogy, and Rhetoric and Composition. 
Heather Martin completed her doctoral coursework at the University of Denver, and is currently completing her dissertation, Latimer’s Stone, a novel taking the form of a research project. Martin received her MA in Creative Writing at the City University of New York at Queens, and her B.A. in English and Humanities from Stony Brook. Most recently Martin served as the Interim Director of the First-Year English Program. Martin has published both pedagogical work, such as Aspire!: A Guide to First-Year English, which she co-authored, and creative works such as “A Cheap and Frugal Fashion,” and “Pathway of the Waves.”

Alba Newmann received her PhD in English from the University of Texas at Austin, where she also received her MA. Newmann completed her B.A. in Humanities from the University of Chicago. Newmann’s dissertation is entitled, “’Language is not a vague province’: Mapping and 20th –Century American Poetry.” Newmann’s publications include a review of James Kyung-Jin Lee’s Urban Triage: Race and the Fictions of Multiculturalism, “Paterson: Poem as Rhizome,” “’I Will Fight No More Forever’: Chief Joseph’s Surrender Speech,” and several selected poems. Research interests include: Poetry and Poetics, Writing and Place- including the Environment, Travel, and Urbanism.
Jennifer Novak received her PhD from the University of Minnesota, in Rhetoric. She completed her MA at the Pennsylvania State University and her BA at the University of Arkansas. Her dissertation is entitled, “Disciplining Technologies: How Newly Integrated Technology Tools Perpetuate and Disrupt Medical Practices.” Novak has published several articles and edited two books, Business and Professional Writing and Scientific and Technical Writing, both published by Houghton Mifflin Custom Publishing. Her scholarly articles include, “A Review of Writing Selves/Writing Societies: Research from Activity Perspectives” and “Contested Knowledge: Technological Literacies and the Power of Unacknowledged Investments.” 
Eliana Schonberg, director of the University Writing and Research Center, received her PhD from the University of Texas at Austin where she specialized in poetics and translation theory.  There she served as the Assistant Director of the Undergraduate Writing Center for two years and was co-founding editor of Praxis: A Writing Center Journal. She received her MA in English Literature from UT Austin, and her BA Honours from the University of Toronto with a joint major in English Literature and Political Science. Excerpts of her translation of Anne Teyssiéras’s Golem have been published in Exile: The Literary Quarterly and are forthcoming in The Denver Quarterly.  
Rebekah Schultz Colby earned her PhD in Rhetoric and Writing from Bowling Green State University, completing a dissertation on “Student Resistance in the Writing Classroom.”  She holds an M.A. and B.A. from California State University, San Bernardino. A section editor for Computers and Composition Online, Schultz Colby has published on the role of blogs in graduate education and has made numerous national refereed presentations, including on gender constructions in online computer games and issues of technology access.
Casey Rountree is a PhD candidate at the University of Denver, completinghis dissertation, “Measured Discourse: Literature and the Formation of modern Scientific Argumentation (1650-1740).” Rountree received his MA from the University of Denver and his BA from the University of Colorado-Boulder. Rountree served as assistant editor on the Journal for Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Theatre Research for three years, and he also published reviews of Kate Aughterson’s Aphra Behn: the Comedies and Annette Kreis-Schinck’s Women, Writing, and the Theatre in the Early Modern Period.
Carol Samson received her Ph.D. in English/Creative Writing from the University of Denver. She holds an M.A. in Theatre History and a B.A. in English Education from Colorado State University.  In addition to her tenure as an AP English instructor and as a literature professor in the DU Honors Program and at The DU Women's College, she has taught English in Japan and in Ecuador. She has received four National Endowment to the Humanities grants, including one for study in Greece.  Her dissertation, "They Say the Owl Was a Baker's Daughter," is a collection of short stories. One story, "Provenance," was recently published by Black Ocean Press.
Manuel “Blake” Sanz received his MFA from Notre Dame, where he taught writing before joining the faculty at Louisiana State University.  There he taught Latin American Literature and Literature of the South, fiction, and composition.  His BA is from Loyola University in New Orleans.  Sanz has published in The Bend and Xavier Review, among other places, and his works in progress include Airbrushed, a novel, and In the City of Murals, a collection of stories.
Geoffrey Stacks received his PhD from Purdue University, where he also received his MA after a BA from the California Baptist University. His dissertation is entitled “Critical Cartography and Contemporary American Literature and Culture.” He has published in African American Review, Modern Fiction Studies, and the Dictionary  of Literary Biography, among other places, and was Coordinator of Purdue’s Online Writing Lab. Stacks research interests include American literature 1865-1945 and American literature 1945-present, as well as theory and cultural studies.
Linda Tate received her PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, with a concentration in 20th Century British and American Literature. She was previously a tenured full professor at Shepherd University in West Virginia. She received her MA and B.A. from the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Tate has published numerous academic articles as well as two books, A Southern Weave of Women: Fiction of the Contemporary South and Conversations with Lee Smith. Tate is currently working on Power in the Blood: A Family Memoir and Writing the Self to Wellness: Reflective Memoir and the Understanding of Illness. She has held leadership roles in the National Council of Teachers of English and other associations. 
John Tiedemann is completing his PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, with a dissertation titled “American Dreamwork: the Literary and Political Innovation of the Public Sphere, 1960-1974.” He received his MA in English Literature at Wisconsin and his BA in English at Hofstra. At Wisconsin, Tiedemann worked as the Assistant Director of the Freshman Writing Fellows Program and as the Assistant Director of the Freshman English Program, for which he co-authored the textbook An Introduction to Writing Arguments. He was named a UW Teaching Fellow and received the Distinguished Service Award and the Graduate Student Mentor Award. Tiedemann's research interests include American literature and politics and rhetoric.
Malinda Williams did her doctoral work in English from the University of Denver, and is currently working on her dissertation, “Colorism and the Construction of Race in Latino-Caribbean Literature.” Williams received her MA in English from California State University and her BA in English and Biblical Studies from Hope International University. She has had several articles published, including: “The Lost Steps of Quixote: Cervantes’s Influence on Alejo Carpentier,” and entries in the African American National Biography, forthcoming from Oxford University Press. 

