[image: image1.jpg]




A Film By
Sheila E. Schroeder

Synopsis:

Rejection of any kind can be difficult, but when your beloved alma mater dismisses you and your beloved life partner, sparks fly.  PROUD ALUMNI (June, 2004) explores themes of rejection and hope as it ties personal discrimination to the intolerance and open bigotry of the current administration’s support of the Defense of Marriage Act. The title, like the film, alludes to the filmmaker’s struggle to maintain pride in her various communities.  As symbols of oppression smolder, PROUD ALUMNI shatters the subjugation and asks the audience to consider the question, “What will we do with all this beauty?” 

A Selection of Screenings and Awards:

· Frameline 29, San Francisco International LGBT Film Festival

· Philadelphia International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival
· Atlanta Gay and Lesbian Film Festival
· Award of Excellence from the Berkeley Video and Film Festival
· Q Cinema, Fort Worth's Gay & Lesbian International Film Festival
· PRIDE Film Festival, Bloomington, IN
· Wingspan LGBT Film Festival, Tucson, AZ

· Human Rights Night, Reno, NV (Keynote Speaker)
· Peace and Justice Conference, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN
Filmmaker Bio:

Sheila E. Schroeder has an extensive media producing, directing, shooting, writing, and editing background.  PROUD ALUMNI is her first foray into the short form experimental category, but is her most personal film to date. Precipitated by her undergraduate alma mater’s refusal to publish her same-sex wedding announcement, Sheila weaves this personal outrage into the larger political context surrounding gay marriage.  

First a corporate media producer, Sheila returned to school to earn her Masters Degree (1992) and Ph.D. (1999) from Indiana University.  While in Bloomington, IN, she worked at the PBS affiliate WTIU as a producer for their weekly newscast, News Forum. Later, she teamed with the news director and served as a videographer for two PBS documentaries, Padanaram: Communal Living in the ‘90s, a 54-minute program examining life on a rural Indiana commune and Sisters of the Earth, which focused on a group of Franciscan nuns who run a retreat center and organic farm.  

Sheila worked full-time at the University of Denver while producing, directing, shooting and editing See What I Got: A Story of Girls, Basketball, Confidence, and Courage. See What I Got is a story seldom seen in American media, and the voices of these girls -- strong, secure, and powerful -- are rarely heard.  Having finished the film in April, 2002, Sheila was featured in The Denver Post (October 2, 2001) and on the quarterly television show SportsWomen of Colorado (KCNC News4, Denver, CO, March, 2001).

Sheila currently teaches television production, documentary and narrative filmmaking, scriptwriting, and various other courses at the University of Denver.  Her research focuses on women, sport, and media and her filmmaking works to capture the essence of human emotion.
Note:  Press Kit and photos available upon request.
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