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Spirituals Project works to preserve 'gift to the musical 
world' 
By COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 

Last Updated: Oct. 17, 2001 

Denver - Charmaine Anderson stepped to the microphone, beads of sweat gathering on her face 
as her powerful voice filled the hotel ballroom. 

"I wanna be ready," she crooned as the Spirituals Project choir hummed softly in the 
background. "I wanna be ready to put on my long white robe." 

At a recent convention of the National Association of Negro Musicians, the soprano's rendition 
of "I Wanna Be Ready" silenced the rustling papers and few whispers from the audience of 
about 300. 

The song, a newer arrangement of a traditional spiritual, is a sad, slow hymn about preparing for 
judgment day. People swayed, clapped and occasionally wept while the choir performed 
spirituals and recited poetry. 

"I feel so free singing. It's funny because these songs came from the slaves," she said. 

The Spirituals Project was formed in Denver about three years ago by author and psychology 
professor Arthur Jones to educate the public about spirituals, what he calls the original 
American music. 

He and his piano accompanist, Ingrid Thompson, have traveled the country conducting lectures 
and workshops on spirituals since 1991. Their programs combine performance of spirituals with 
presentations on the songs' historical significance and how they relate to modern music. 

For Jones, a 5-year-old professor at University of Denver, music has always been a passion. He's 
been performing most of his life, but until he wrote "Wade in the Water," a book about the 
history of spirituals, he didn't think to create a group devoted to performing them. 
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"It started as just an outside interest, but evolved into my life's work," said Jones. "I discovered 
while doing the presentations something permanent needed to be established." 

A small ensemble from the choir is currently performing in a play about youth gang violence 
called "Not Here." The full choir plans to sing before a special performance of the play to show 
support for the victims of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

"We were working on the play before the attacks," Jones said. "But now, it seems so much more 
relevant. How can we expect our kids to reject violence when they see adults acting so horribly 
violent?" 

The spiritual style of music has roots in Africa, as folk songs sung during work, worship and 
entertainment. During slavery, spirituals evolved into songs expressing deeply held religious 
convictions, especially for converted Christians. 

The songs also reflected longings for freedom, often hidden within song lyrics. In "Blow Your 
Trumpet, Gabriel," for example, the singer asks the angel "...to blow me home / To my new 
Jerusalem." 

"In times of crisis, people want to reach for something with a deep meaning," Jones said. "These 
songs were created in a time of great crisis, and I think when something comes out of crisis it 
comes from a very deep place in the human spirit. It ends up with a universal appeal." 

James Kinchen, music professor at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, said groups that work 
to preserve the spirituals are a necessity. 

"The spiritual was this country's unique gift to the musical world. They should be cherished, 
remembered and taught," he said. "If we teach them with understanding, that these are more 
than just words and notes, it helps everyone see their social and historical importance." 

Jones' choir was formed soon after the project was founded. The 70 members are a multiracial 
mix of professional musicians, students and amateurs. Members are unpaid, and perform mostly 
in Denver, but will travel to Greeley and Colorado Springs in the next few months. Jones also 
hopes to travel throughout the United States. 

"Many people that sing in the choir aren't Christian, but the message of the music is larger than a 
religious denomination. It really brings people together," Jones said. 

The nonprofit project is also producing a documentary about the songs for PBS, and is working 
with the University of Denver to create a Web site. 

When Jones founded the Spirituals Project, he was happy to discover others shared his interest, 
although the spirituals preservation movement is still relatively small; he said only about 20 
choirs nationwide perform the music on a regular basis. 

But interest is growing. Groups like the Brazeal Dennard Chorale in Detroit and the Harlem 
Spiritual Ensemble in New York City are professional choirs, and many community groups 
throughout the country are starting to perform the music. 

"We may have different ways of going about it, but we are all fighting for the same thing, and 
we use each other as strength and also as resources," Jones said. 
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BELIEF & PRACTICE: 
African-American Spirituals 
August 26, 2005    Episode no. 852 

November 3, 2006
Current Stories

BOB ABERNETHY, 
anchor: Spirituals are the 
folk music first sung by 
Africans brought to this 
country as slaves. Arthur 
Jones is a psychologist at 
the University of Denver. 
This summer he was in 
Washington speaking to 
the Faith and Politics 
Institute and also, as 
part of a Smithsonian 
Institution program, 
visiting a Boys and Girls 
Club, where he taught 
spirituals to children who may never have heard 
them. Dr. Jones' book, like the spiritual, is called 
WADE IN THE WATER. 
 
Dr. ARTHUR JONES 
(Psychologist, 
University of Denver 
and Founder, The 
Spirituals Project): 
Spirituals are 
basically the earliest 
form of black sacred 
music, and these 
spirituals were 
created by African Americans who were in slavery. 
 
(Speaking to Young Children): The ancestors 
passed these songs to us. These are songs that 
are gifts to us today. So even though these songs 
were created 150 years ago, we can still use them 
today. 
 

Even before large 
numbers of slaves 
converted to 
Christianity, they 
brought with them 
from Africa some 
very, very long-
standing religious 
traditions, sacred 
traditions that 

highlighted the importance of storytelling. So even 
if you weren't a Christian, you could really get a 
lot out of a story about a guy named Moses. So 
you grab that story and you use it as a basis for a 
song, and then you have a spiritual. 
 

Probably any spiritual you 
could take and kind of 
mine it for the different 
meanings, but "Wade in 
the Water" is especially 
rich. You can talk about 
the fact that Harriet 
Tubman used the song to 
encourage people to wade 
in the water as they were escaping from slavery, 
to throw the bloodhounds off their scent. You can 
talk about it as a baptismal song. So you wade in 
the water -- baptism by immersion. And then you 
have this symbolism of the waters as, basically, 
the spiritual force that everybody has within them 
so that you're wading in the waters of your spirit. 
 
Kids really relate to 
music. Blues, jazz, 
rhythm and blues, 
hip-hop, gospel 
music -- all of those 
forms of music are 
built on the 
foundations of the 
spirituals. Just like 
the spirituals spoke 
to the slaves, rap music speaks to kids today, and 
we need to honor that and use that as a vehicle 
for teaching them about the spirituals because, in 
many ways, the connections are very similar. And 
if you teach them some of these songs, it becomes 
a part of what they hum and they sing. 
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Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Get the message with spirituals 

"Over my head, I hear music in the air!" These 
words of hope from an old negro spiritual 
announce The Denver Spirituals Project Choir, 
directed by Iowa Mennonite School alumnus Arlen 
Hershberger, coming to the area. The choir is a 
65-member ensemble whose mission is to share 
the spirituals in a way that audiences will not 
forget. The multi-cultural and inter-generational 
choir will appear for the inaugural musical event of 
IMS's new Celebration Hall, a 600-seat venue on 
the school's campus southwest of Iowa City.  

In addition to the 7:30 p.m. Saturday concert at 
IMS, the choir will appear for the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service at historic First United Methodist 
Church in Iowa City.  

For Hershberger, there is special significance to 
this venue, as it is where he first heard the 
spirituals in a 1950 performance by the legendary 
black choir, Wings Over Jordan.  

The Spirituals Project, a secular, community 
organization housed at the University of Denver, 
has ties to this community that were unknown to 
the founders when it all began.  

A meeting over coffee with Arthur Jones and 
Hershberger in November of 1997 revealed more 
than a mutual interest in preserving and 
revitalizing the songs created by enslaved 
Africans in America.  

It just happened that both were students at the 
University of Iowa at the same time in the late 
'60s, Jones in psychology and Hershberger in 
music. Hershberger was born and raised in the 
rural Wellman/Kalona Mennonite community, 
while Jones came from New York City.  

Those apparent differences, notwithstanding, 
mutual and overlapping sensitivities set off the 
spark that has become The Spirituals Project.  

 

Calendar 

• The Denver Spirituals Project Choir, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Iowa Mennonite School, 1421 540th St. 
S.W., Kalona, 683-2586; and 10:30 a.m. Sunday, 
First United Methodist Church, corner of Dubuque 
and Jefferson streets, Iowa City, 337-2857. 
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Jones, a professor at the University of Denver, 
earned his masters and doctoral degrees in 
clinical psychology at the University of Iowa. 
Although he had sung these songs as a youth, it 
was during one of his spirituals recitals that an 
overpowering ancestral connection reshaped his 
future and set him on the course of sharing this 
music with the world. Hershberger credits his 
childhood experience in a close Mennonite 
community with his strong orientation to the 
spirituals as a way to "transform individuals and 
communities" as stated in The Spirituals Project's 
mission statement.  

The arrival of The Spirituals Project Choir to this 
area will be a cultural exchange for visitors and 
hosts. Choir members will stay with 
Kalona/Wellman area families and will be treated 
to a meal in a Beachy Amish home. Hershberger 
is committed to making the short stay in the area 
memorable for everyone.  

Tickets to the Saturday concert can be purchased 
by calling Iowa Mennonite School at 683-2586 or 
656-2073. From Iowa City, takeHighway 1 about 
13 miles south to the Cheese Factory and turn right. IMS is 4.5 miles west, a half mile past the stop 
sign. If you plan to attend the Sunday service at First United Methodist, on the corner of Dubuque and 
Jefferson, allow time for parking and please be seated by 10:25.  

Spirituals are simple songs but powerful. "The more I learn about the spirituals," says Hershberger, 
"the more these songs mean to me. The music comes from a very deep place within the human spirit 
and carries with it a message of healing and hope to all people."  

Jean Eckstein's son, John, a UI graduate and a Denver attorney, sings bass in the Spirituals Project 
Choir. Arlen Hershberger contributed to the writing of this column. 
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Organized in conjunction with Open Dialogue XI: Global Connections to Cultural Democracy, a national conference 
and symposium presented by The Association of American Cultures and hosted by the Western States Arts  
Federation, Denver, CO, July 12-15, 2007. For more information, please visit www.westaf.org/taac2007.

The Western States Arts Federation presents:  

The Spirituals Project
Laura “Piece” Kelley

The Brown Lotus Collective 
and 

Rennie Harris Puremovement
$15

The Denver Center for the Performing Arts
The Stage Theatre, 14th & Curtis

Tickets now on sale at all King Soopers locations
Online at: www.westaf.org
or www.denvercenter.org

and by phone at: (303) 893-4100

Sacred Songs. Spoken Word.  
Latin Groove. Hip-hop theater.

Not the Same Old Song and Dance.

✣
Saturday, 

July 14, 2007

8 pm

Produced by José Mercado

Sponsored by:
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By STEPHANIE  SIMON

DENVER -- Eighth-grader Tre Hunter scrunched down in his chair and explained why he
didn't expect much from the coming concert of old Negro spirituals.

He prefers hip-hop, he said with a grin. "It's more inappropriate. But it has the beat."

Then the lights dimmed and, as the first choral notes floated up, a slide show began: images
from a slave ship and a slave auction; drawings of children bending to pick cotton, bending to
be whipped. Tre, 14 years old, straightened up.

The concert was put on by The Spirituals
Project, a nonprofit that aims to nurture
African-American students by connecting
them to their past.

With the nation's first black president
preparing to move into the White House,
many young African-Americans are looking
ahead. The Spirituals Project, like other

leadership programs, offers words of caution: Slow down. Look back.

As a generation of young black leaders, who didn't necessarily participate in the civil-rights
struggles, emerge on the political stage, older mentors hesitate to sound like they are dwelling
on the brutal legacy of centuries past. Yet they say young African-Americans can't appreciate
the significance of Barack Obama's election or prepare to reach for bigger milestones without
a thorough grounding in their history.

Students today must "study the lessons learned from the past and know the pain that comes
with sacrifice," said Arlivia Gamble, chairman of the National African-American Women's
Leadership Institute in Dallas. "I learn more about my own story from hearing the stories of
others, and these songs are the stories of peoples' lives," Ms. Gamble said.

The Spirituals Project is led by Arthur Jones, a psychologist at the University of Denver. For
more than a decade, Dr. Jones has traveled Colorado and the nation to talk about spirituals,
often joined by a 75-member multiracial choir.

This work has coincided with a renaissance

Save This Like + More

'I Can Tell the
World'
2:38

The Spirituals Project, a
Denver-based nonprofit,
aims to nurture African-
American students by connecting them with the
rhythms of their pasts, as shown in this segment
from the documentary "I Can Tell the World." (Dec. 4)
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of interest in the old music. A Negro Spiritual
Scholarship Foundation offers college
money to the best young soloists. New
books, music anthologies and documentaries
have spurred interest in the haunting
melodies and subversive lyrics -- many of
them coded digs at white masters or guides
to fleeing north, to freedom.

"When I grew up, many people would not
sing these songs because it was reminiscent
of slavery and it was shameful," said
Maurice Jackson, a historian at Georgetown
University. "This generation can look at

these songs with pride."

But as Mr. Obama prepares to take office, Dr. Jones wonders whether these songs of
oppression and resistance will still resonate.

"There's a risk, absolutely, particularly now," Dr. Jones said, "that people will say, 'What does
this old stuff have to do with anything?' "

His answer: a lot. He thinks spirituals can inspire the black community of today much as they
kept hope alive in 19th-century slaves. "These people didn't have any reason to be hopeful, to
think they could change anything, yet they did," he said. "That needs to be a model for us
today...when we have all these problems like gang violence and unwed pregnancies."

He would like students today to see Mr. Obama's victory not as a culmination but as one more
step in a centuries-long march toward justice, equality and fulfillment. "This is not the end of
the story," he said.

The recent concert for 600 students across metro Denver spanned the centuries, from soulful,
age-old spirituals to the rowdy showmanship of a "hip-hop violinist" who layered a modern
urban beat atop traditional songs such as "The Battle of Jericho." The concert also
showcased civil-rights activist Bernice Johnson Reagon, who sang a spiritual that sustained
her when she was jailed after a freedom march in the 1960s.

Such work is vital to helping students put Mr. Obama's victory in context -- and locate their
own lives squarely within the tradition of black struggle and success, said Roland Carter, a
board member of the National Association for the Study and Performance of African-American
Music.

"I'm afraid people will get too comfortable after the election," Mr. Carter said. The old songs,
he said, offer a constant reminder of the need to reach for something better, to "rise above
whatever situation you find yourself in."

But captivating students with lyrics like "all God's children got shoes" may be easier said than
done.

After startling to attention at the slide show and listening intently to the first few songs, Tre
Hunter slumped again, looking drowsy. As he filed out, he gave a wan thumbs-up -- but didn't
seem too taken.

Neither did 11-year-old Jordan Moreland. "It's old," she said. "It's slow."

"A little boring," agreed Kiahjura Womersley, 10.

But their friend Christina Alexander, 13, was deeply moved. As she listened to the voices
blending in harmony, she said she kept recalling the brutal images that opened the concert.
"To think," she said, "that our ancestors were singing."

Write to Stephanie Simon at stephanie.simon@wsj.com

The Spirituals Project

The 75-member multiracial, multigenerational choir
from The Spirituals Project sings slave-day standards
for a contemporary audience.

View Full  Image

http://online.wsj.com/public/page/most_popular.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/most_popular.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703572404575634863638628480.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704377004575650802136721966.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575652483381208608.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575652483381208608.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703730304575632672832381264.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703377504575650901731419966.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/rss?mod=fpp_rss
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575652511169698950.html?mod=WSJ_article_MoreIn_US
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3a65/0/0/%2a/w;44306;0-0;0;35222280;1510-234/31;0/0/0;;~okv=;!category=;page=article;biz=1002;;;mc=b2pfreezone_super;tile=3;sz=234x31;;~aopt=2/0/ee/0;~sscs=%3f
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-world-business.html
mailto:stephanie.simon@wsj.com
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=wsj&targetUrl=http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122843589689781307.html?mod=wsj_share_ybuzz


Trying to Make Old Negro Spirituals Resonate With the Hip-Hop Generation - WSJ.com

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122843589689781307.html[12/3/2010 8:59:42 AM]

Editors' Picks

WSJ.com Account:
My Account

About:
News Licensing

WSJ.com:
Site Map

Tools & Formats:
Today's Paper Digital Network

 BACK TO TOP

Yankees Near Deal With
Rivera

LeBron Gets The First
Laugh

When to Leave the Stage Chinese Viewers Send Out
for Thai Drama

Nissan's Electric Leaf:
How Far Can It Go?

Related Stories
Should Bob Dylan Retire?  9 hrs ago

With a Rhythm in His Heart  9 hrs ago

He Always Created a Scene  9 hrs ago

Turning the City's Sights Into Sounds  
Yesterday 12:01 A.M.

Urban Gardner: Primordial Fear and
Politics  Yesterday 12:01 A.M.

Lincoln Center's White Light Festival |
The White Light Spectrum | By Heidi
Waleson  11/30/2010

Tina Gaudoin on Style: What Should He
Be Wearing?  9 hrs ago

Book Review: Beautiful: The Life of Hedy
Lamarr | The Most Beautiful Woman in
Film  9 hrs ago

Related Videos

20 hrs ago
Walt Mossberg

Weighs In On Apple TV

11/9/2010
Mayor Bloomberg

Announces that NYC
School Chancellor Joel
Klein Steps Down

11/25/2010
How SPDR Brought

Gold To Investing

Hot Stock Pick - RMGX
Why investors consider this company the next MAJOR TECH stock!
www.GreenGainers.com

Mortgage Rates Hit 3.19%
If you owe less than $729k you probably qualify for govt Refi Programs
www.SeeRefinanceRates.com

Hot Stock Pick - GSLO
All American Solar Energy. Trading, Investment, Stocks.
www.GoSolarUSA.com

 

Like Sign Up to see what your friends like.

http://online.wsj.com/acct/setup_account?mod=WSJ_footer
http://public.wsj.com/partner/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/sitemap.html?page=Site+Map&mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/itp?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575652591721379052.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_1
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575652591721379052.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_1
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703989004575652591721379052.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_1
http://blogs.wsj.com/dailyfix/2010/12/03/lebron-gets-the-first-laugh/
http://blogs.wsj.com/dailyfix/2010/12/03/lebron-gets-the-first-laugh/
http://blogs.wsj.com/dailyfix/2010/12/03/lebron-gets-the-first-laugh/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704594804575648691223353352.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_3
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704594804575648691223353352.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_3
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704584804575644610069449980.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_4
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704584804575644610069449980.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_4
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704584804575644610069449980.html?mod=WSJ_hp_editorsPicks_4
http://blogs.wsj.com/japanrealtime/2010/12/03/nissans-electric-leaf-how-far-can-it-go/
http://blogs.wsj.com/japanrealtime/2010/12/03/nissans-electric-leaf-how-far-can-it-go/
http://blogs.wsj.com/japanrealtime/2010/12/03/nissans-electric-leaf-how-far-can-it-go/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704594804575648691223353352.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703377504575650892629660452.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703377504575650983610527068.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704170404575624931418296508.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704594804575648913746798590.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704594804575648913746798590.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703572404575634611551652670.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703572404575634611551652670.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703572404575634611551652670.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704584804575644631235828148.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704584804575644631235828148.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704369304575633063564420240.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704369304575633063564420240.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704369304575633063564420240.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/digits-apple-tv-may-be-cheaperis-it-better/D16776E5-3DF1-48D4-BEA4-D38DFF8588AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/nyc-school-chancellor-joel-klein-steps-down/AEC56E8E-517A-4EB2-9084-EC48D56B74AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/how-spdr-brought-gold-to-investing/B50FE2D5-2374-4D40-86EC-4FC4EFE7D561.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/digits-apple-tv-may-be-cheaperis-it-better/D16776E5-3DF1-48D4-BEA4-D38DFF8588AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/digits-apple-tv-may-be-cheaperis-it-better/D16776E5-3DF1-48D4-BEA4-D38DFF8588AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/nyc-school-chancellor-joel-klein-steps-down/AEC56E8E-517A-4EB2-9084-EC48D56B74AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/nyc-school-chancellor-joel-klein-steps-down/AEC56E8E-517A-4EB2-9084-EC48D56B74AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/nyc-school-chancellor-joel-klein-steps-down/AEC56E8E-517A-4EB2-9084-EC48D56B74AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/nyc-school-chancellor-joel-klein-steps-down/AEC56E8E-517A-4EB2-9084-EC48D56B74AB.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/how-spdr-brought-gold-to-investing/B50FE2D5-2374-4D40-86EC-4FC4EFE7D561.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://online.wsj.com/video/how-spdr-brought-gold-to-investing/B50FE2D5-2374-4D40-86EC-4FC4EFE7D561.html?mod=WSJ_article_related
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vauh2T-pEO7Thz4JMdf89RXQ4663wI-RP65u81IcbxJxhDOxi3Zdn0MK8JSiOf-KmUrmThvmmmCg7DWYUnqMfJFJcnt8T1Kh4_anRyOEoqFY-nimw0uCzjWSvnWE1lcjadYfw0T8otfCfwL6FhLpWnemfXUDkQA6q6JIvxWxvpYgtOUtFgCjB5r8W3v7lwacOyTDAP0t6xcs91OMr06nGmjVUCUwIY29NRNPxmOR6YumvJfX_ECZjcz3aqHb4aRLt2jy2jeLguj1BsPkxUbmIwT51_Q7kGwZhWQ
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vauh2T-pEO7Thz4JMdf89RXQ4663wI-RP65u81IcbxJxhDOxi3Zdn0MK8JSiOf-KmUrmThvmmmCg7DWYUnqMfJFJcnt8T1Kh4_anRyOEoqFY-nimw0uCzjWSvnWE1lcjadYfw0T8otfCfwL6FhLpWnemfXUDkQA6q6JIvxWxvpYgtOUtFgCjB5r8W3v7lwacOyTDAP0t6xcs91OMr06nGmjVUCUwIY29NRNPxmOR6YumvJfX_ECZjcz3aqHb4aRLt2jy2jeLguj1BsPkxUbmIwT51_Q7kGwZhWQ
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vauh2T-pEO7Thz4JMdf89RXQ4663wI-RP65u81IcbxJxhDOxi3Zdn0MK8JSiOf-KmUrmThvmmmCg7DWYUnqMfJFJcnt8T1Kh4_anRyOEoqFY-nimw0uCzjWSvnWE1lcjadYfw0T8otfCfwL6FhLpWnemfXUDkQA6q6JIvxWxvpYgtOUtFgCjB5r8W3v7lwacOyTDAP0t6xcs91OMr06nGmjVUCUwIY29NRNPxmOR6YumvJfX_ECZjcz3aqHb4aRLt2jy2jeLguj1BsPkxUbmIwT51_Q7kGwZhWQ
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vIgNtOIEpKMcfhRLZerUvMBxgTBrqA1d5XZt2-0cJaZ_-luhRCVDYMLlCgG7b8HAp30KjWh0gkcBv4PPCCBDxadCC7f4tSApPmK_hAdw1Mz2DUedCrIXHxmxlrfzT0Tk8_FDEcOeb1kWzuD3b_DFQxnIQuG8usXhO2vDIODc21IXcFDQqrdjuYc_i_yqvrQySkSjUKCWB05ftsb81AeAmgZvFpTm2YgYTUNDX9N_l9lRNJkuZqKWMclh-UiNR-vJzj-vtjJ18EyY7h-ujPvhaYjVUCUwSHiU9Ekp5__Q2L1OIUHZkECZjcz17HXFrQLyUfvU5qrL_YhOp5I7uHQWZiYom_gp6Okc7lw
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vIgNtOIEpKMcfhRLZerUvMBxgTBrqA1d5XZt2-0cJaZ_-luhRCVDYMLlCgG7b8HAp30KjWh0gkcBv4PPCCBDxadCC7f4tSApPmK_hAdw1Mz2DUedCrIXHxmxlrfzT0Tk8_FDEcOeb1kWzuD3b_DFQxnIQuG8usXhO2vDIODc21IXcFDQqrdjuYc_i_yqvrQySkSjUKCWB05ftsb81AeAmgZvFpTm2YgYTUNDX9N_l9lRNJkuZqKWMclh-UiNR-vJzj-vtjJ18EyY7h-ujPvhaYjVUCUwSHiU9Ekp5__Q2L1OIUHZkECZjcz17HXFrQLyUfvU5qrL_YhOp5I7uHQWZiYom_gp6Okc7lw
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vIgNtOIEpKMcfhRLZerUvMBxgTBrqA1d5XZt2-0cJaZ_-luhRCVDYMLlCgG7b8HAp30KjWh0gkcBv4PPCCBDxadCC7f4tSApPmK_hAdw1Mz2DUedCrIXHxmxlrfzT0Tk8_FDEcOeb1kWzuD3b_DFQxnIQuG8usXhO2vDIODc21IXcFDQqrdjuYc_i_yqvrQySkSjUKCWB05ftsb81AeAmgZvFpTm2YgYTUNDX9N_l9lRNJkuZqKWMclh-UiNR-vJzj-vtjJ18EyY7h-ujPvhaYjVUCUwSHiU9Ekp5__Q2L1OIUHZkECZjcz17HXFrQLyUfvU5qrL_YhOp5I7uHQWZiYom_gp6Okc7lw
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vtbOp4lvCbQEdYLynZCoSe7N9A50bpAfTt6tqTK0Rv7pT_Y5O1YqHamsWhv0M9IsTqokmrhAAPespRkb3rFJ6bCwwkoqYQpcLqBv4dT6fx12te6ltY1Eh01yWsRBu3CFbQwB9WJf6YeCAY0hAw0Uw-wU1Rl9cZL5DXGWTq1fRWf87iVaPvs4V6bWvvqVITKL3IgxNmmvTuFq5YPAiNJWBpeVZAkhf6xExGDrSZijj5Y01VAlMBLrf2fMhxNbyx0HWZrC9fxAmY3M9Smjnoa-Wvwm3-EgbEUhQCzA48wjU8HQLklWxKdT1GA4
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vtbOp4lvCbQEdYLynZCoSe7N9A50bpAfTt6tqTK0Rv7pT_Y5O1YqHamsWhv0M9IsTqokmrhAAPespRkb3rFJ6bCwwkoqYQpcLqBv4dT6fx12te6ltY1Eh01yWsRBu3CFbQwB9WJf6YeCAY0hAw0Uw-wU1Rl9cZL5DXGWTq1fRWf87iVaPvs4V6bWvvqVITKL3IgxNmmvTuFq5YPAiNJWBpeVZAkhf6xExGDrSZijj5Y01VAlMBLrf2fMhxNbyx0HWZrC9fxAmY3M9Smjnoa-Wvwm3-EgbEUhQCzA48wjU8HQLklWxKdT1GA4
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vtbOp4lvCbQEdYLynZCoSe7N9A50bpAfTt6tqTK0Rv7pT_Y5O1YqHamsWhv0M9IsTqokmrhAAPespRkb3rFJ6bCwwkoqYQpcLqBv4dT6fx12te6ltY1Eh01yWsRBu3CFbQwB9WJf6YeCAY0hAw0Uw-wU1Rl9cZL5DXGWTq1fRWf87iVaPvs4V6bWvvqVITKL3IgxNmmvTuFq5YPAiNJWBpeVZAkhf6xExGDrSZijj5Y01VAlMBLrf2fMhxNbyx0HWZrC9fxAmY3M9Smjnoa-Wvwm3-EgbEUhQCzA48wjU8HQLklWxKdT1GA4
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3a65/0/0/%2a/u;218880928;0-0;1;29218002;28945-571/208;36054130/36072016/1;;~okv=;!category=;page=article;;mc=b2pfreezone_super;tile=4;sz=571x208;;~aopt=2/0/ee/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://commerce.wsj.com/auth/login?roles=FREEREG-BASE&reg-track-code=ss3_0310
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=online.wsj.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB122843589689781307.html&extra_2=US


Trying to Make Old Negro Spirituals Resonate With the Hip-Hop Generation - WSJ.com

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122843589689781307.html[12/3/2010 8:59:42 AM]

 

Subscriber Billing Info

Create an Account:
Register for Free

Subscribe to WSJ.com

Sign up for WSJ Professional

Help & Information Center:
Help

Customer Service

Contact Us

New on WSJ.com

Tour the new Journal

Advertising

Advertise Locally

Conferences

About Dow Jones

Privacy Policy - Updated

Subscriber Agreement &
Terms of Use - Updated

Copyright Policy

Jobs at WSJ.com

Home

World

U.S.

New York

Business

Markets

Market Data

Tech

Personal Finance

Life & Culture

Opinion

Autos

Careers

Real Estate

Small Business

Student Journal

Corrections

Video Center

Graphics

Columns

Blogs

Topics

Guides

Alerts

Newsletters

Mobile

Tablet

Podcasts

RSS Feeds

Journal Community

WSJ on Twitter

WSJ on Facebook

WSJ on Foursquare

My Journal

Portfolio

WSJ.com

Marketwatch.com

Barrons.com

SmartMoney.com

AllThingsD.com

FINS:  Finance,  IT jobs,  Sales
jobs

BigCharts.com

Virtual Stock Exchange

WSJ Radio

ProfessorJournal.com

WSJ U.S. Edition

WSJ Asia Edition

WSJ Europe Edition

WSJ India Page

Foreign Language Editions:

WSJ Chinese

WSJ Japanese

WSJ Portuguese

WSJ SpanishCopyright ©2010 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All  Rights Reserved

http://online.wsj.com/acct/personal?mod=WSJ_footer
http://commerce.wsj.com/entitlements/release_freereg_rel3/login.shtml?roles=FREEREG-BASE&mod=WSJ_footer
https://order.wsj.com/sub/xdef/053/dec09_OOT32
https://buy.wsj.com/shopandbuy/order/subscribe.jsp?trackCode=aaabt0gs
http://help.wsj.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://help.wsj.com/customer-service/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://help.wsj.com/contact-us/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://help.wsj.com/new-on-wsjcom/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/tour?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.wsjdigital.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.wsjlocal.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/conferences?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.dj.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/privacy_policy.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/subscriber_agreement.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/subscriber_agreement.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/copyright_policy.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.dowjones.com/Careers/Careers.htm?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-global-world.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-world-business.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/new-york-main.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-business-us.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-financial-markets-stock.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/mdc/public/page/marketsdata.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-tech-technology.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-personal-finance.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-lifestyle-arts-entertainment.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-opinion-commentary.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-autos-automotive.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-career-jobs.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-real-estate-homes.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-small-business-marketing.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://student.wsj.com?mod=wsj_footer/
http://online.wsj.com/article/Corrections.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/video
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-interactive-features-trends.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/page/columnists.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://blogs.wsj.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://topics.wsj.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/guides.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/ksemail?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/email?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/mobile.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/tablet.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/podcast.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/rss?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/community?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/twitter.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.facebook.com/wsjonline?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/foursquare
http://online.wsj.com/myonlinejournal?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/wsjportfolio?mod=WSJ_Footer
http://online.wsj.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/?siteid=wsj&dist=freedjsiteslink&mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.barrons.com/public/main?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.smartmoney.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://allthingsd.com/?reflink=DNH_EUR&mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.fins.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.fins.com/finance/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://it-jobs.fins.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://sales-jobs.fins.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://sales-jobs.fins.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://bigcharts.marketwatch.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://vse.marketwatch.com/Game/Homepage.aspx?mod=WSJ_footer
http://wsjradio.com?mod=wsj_footer/
http://professor.wsj.com?mod=wsj_footer/
http://online.wsj.com/home-page?mod=WSJ_footer
http://asia.wsj.com/home-page?mod=WSJ_footer
http://europe.wsj.com/home-page?mod=WSJ_footer
http://india.wsj.com/home-page?mod=WSJ_footer
http://cn.wsj.com/gb/index.asp?mod=WSJ_footer
http://jp.wsj.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/portuguese?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/americas?mod=WSJ_footer
http://the-acap.org/acap-enabled.php?mod=WSJ_footer


Tuesday february 9, 2010 B denverpost.com B the denver post 6 section D

Ken Burns gave us 19 hours on jazz.
Martin Scorsese oversaw 14 hours on
the blues. There have been umpteen
films about the history of gospel mu-
sic, R&B and its crossover to pop, and
numerous recent documentaries about
rap and hip-hop.

But until now there hasn’t been a ma-
jor film dedicated to the first purely
original American music, spirituals.

The Spirituals Project, a local institu-
tion based at the University of Denver
since 1991, was the starting point for a
film that explores the history of spiritu-
als and the lasting cultural significance
of the sacred songs of the slaves.

“Without the spirituals, there would
be no gospel, blues, jazz, R&B, hip-hop
or rap,” according to Denver filmmak-
ers Larry Bograd and Coleen Hubbard,
a husband-and-wife writing-producing
team.

Their film, “I Can Tell the World,”
premieres on Rocky Mountain PBS at
9 p.m. Thursday on KRMA-Channel 6.

The documentary grew out of a col-
laboration between the Spirituals
Project founder Art Jones and Den-
ver’s Shadow Theatre Company,
which had presented the Project’s
multiracial, multiethnic choir perform-
ing a play Bograd wrote, “Spirit of Fre-
derick Douglass.” The work combined
readings, speeches and music and was
directed by the late Jeffrey Nickelson
at DU’s Gates Concert Hall.

After the performance, Bograd won
a commitment from an anonymous
benefactor to fund a documentary.

The notion of a film for PBS was a
dream Jones had nurtured for years.

As a psychologist, an African-Ameri-
can, a historian “and just being a citi-
zen,” Jones said, “ all the parts of me
came together” in the desire to spend
more time learning about the spirituals.

After much fundraising and nibbles
from PBS producers, Jones encoun-
tered “one roadblock after another.”
The project stalled in 1996.

Now, with Bograd, Hubbard and
their unnamed angel, the dream was

OSTROW » 14D

New on DVD» The
Coens’ Oscar-nominated
“A Serious Man” »14D
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By Maria Cote Special to The Denver Post

I t might have been a wonderful experience at age 10, hiking or
acting or painting and, most important, bonding with a hand-
ful of great friends. Or perhaps it was a memorable moment

swimming, splashing and laughing with buddies when life’s future
seemed as brilliant as the sky overhead.

For some camp directors, childhood experiences at summer
camp affected them so deeply they moved into the field, often
from counselor up the ranks to director. For others, the fact they
weren’t able to attend camp was a strong incentive to reach out to
kids. We spoke with the directors of five summer camp programs
to find out what inspired them to a job that requires long hours, a
ton of patience and a whole lot of love.

Marty Ferguson,
Camp Chief Ouray director

Camp Chief Ouray, part of the
YMCA of the Rockies, is Colorado’s
oldest camp, having celebrated its
100th anniversary in 2008.

And Ferguson, who has been a direc-
tor at the camp near Granby for more
than six years, is proud to be one of
many of the threads woven into the
blanket that brings warmth and joy to
so many kids.

“I didn’t go to camp as a kid,” says
Ferguson, 38. “I started as a counselor
at a camp in Michigan, and I fell in love
with it. It’s a calling. When I see the
awe and wonder of learning these kids
have, I wish I had that opportunity, no
matter how great my childhood was.”

The camp offers everything from
arts and crafts to swimming to horse-
back riding.

And a lot of the counselors know
the camp well.

“Our campers range in age from 7 to
17,” he says. “As they get older, they
progress and can learn to become
counselors. Last summer, we had five
counselors who had been in the same
cabin when they were 10 years old.”

Lisa Townsend,
Adams Camp program director

When she graduated from college,
Townsend knew she wanted to be a
teacher. She quickly discovered how
to put her talents to good use.

“I started as a music therapist,” says

Townsend, 30. “It sounds hokey, but I
feel blessed. I call this ‘heart work.’ ”

Adams Camp welcomes kids with
special needs, like cerebral palsy, au-
tism, Down syndrome and other diag-
noses that cause developmental delays.

They also help the families of these
kids.

“There are two programs: therapy
camps, which are family-centered,
and our adventure programs, which
are sleep-away camps.”

During the therapy camps, thera-
pists from all fields, from speech to
music, work intensively with the spe-
cial-needs child.

“What’s nice is that it’s a respite for
the family,” Townsend says. “Siblings
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Summer Camps 2010: The List

Calling all campers

Five program veterans on the outdoors’ enduring allure

Day Camps
Adams Mystery Playhouse
Call about interactive mystery theater camps
where participants solve a crime by studying re-
lationships and puzzle deduction. “Mystery of
the Stolen Gem” for ages 5-9, “Murder in the
Haunted Mansion” for ages 10-14. Shows are ap-
proximately two hours. Sack lunches welcome,
drinks provided. $12-$18. 2406 Federal Blvd.,
303-455-1848

Adams State Volleyball Camps
Camps for hitters, setters and defensive special-
ists, June 5; individual skills camp for grades 6-12,
July 5-7; team camp, July 8-10, $250 per team en-
try fee (guarantee of 11 matches, both varsity and
subvarsity divisions, two-night stay). Dorm and
meal plan offered, local motels also offer team
discounts. Alamosa, adamsstatevolleyballcamps
.com, ascgrizzlies.com

Adoptive Families Camp
Aug. 7-8: Colorado Heritage Camps present a
weekend for children adopted domestically and
their entire family. Age-appropriate workshops
and activities for kids ages 3-18. Also workshops
for parents. $95-$125 per family member. Lodging
fees separate, if applicable. Scholarships avail-
able. 303-320-4234, e-mail: hcamps@comcast.net,
heritagecamps.org

Adventure Quest Day Camps
June-August: Active outdoor Renaissance-
themed games, solving riddles, brainstorming
creative solutions, dueling with foam swords.
Ages 6-16. Denver/Boulder. 303-786-9216,
renaissanceadventures.com

DAY CAMPS » 4D

Fishing for fun at Gates Camp.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Denver

Happy campers at the YMCA’s Camp Chief Ouray near Granby, with director Marty Ferguson.

Television by Joanne Ostrow

Spirituals
journey
led to PBS

Coleen Hubbard and Larry Bograd
filmed “I Can Tell the World.”
Cyrus McCrimmon, The Denver Post

Adams Camp program director Lisa
Townsend and a little camper.

Overnight
camps »6D

The $25 Haiku
Rich LaCrue of Morrison, winner of
The Denver Post’s $25 Haiku con-
test this week, wrote this on the
topic of “heart:”

Red, soft, tender, warm

beating fast upon your touch

my symbol of love

Read more haiku at denverpost
.com/haiku. You also can go to
denverpost.com/lifestyles to have
The Haiku Guy, our avatar of verse,
read aloud. If you’ve got something
to say in a 5-7-5 poetry form, enter
a one- stanza haiku at lifestyle@
denverpost.com or file it at denver
post.com/haiku. Don’t forget to in-
clude your name and hometown.
Our favorite wins a $25 gift certifi-
cate to the Tattered Cover Book
Store.

This week’s topic is: Mardi Gras.

The deadline is midnight Thursday.
Good luck, and start writing.



Sade, “Soldier of Love”
(Sony)

It’s been a decade since the
last full-length Sade album, a
long wait for fans of those
lush rhythms and melancholy
vocals that come together to
create the signature sound of
the singer born Helen Folasa-
de Adu 51 years ago. And to be
honest, not all that much has
changed.

To be sure, the 10 new cuts
here, each a welcome addition
to the catalog, show off an old-
er and wiser artist. The voice
is deeper and the lyrics richer.
But Sade seems mostly unaf-
fected by the things that have
gone on in music since her de-
but 25 years ago. For example,
the song “The Moon and the
Sky,” with its regretful refrain
and jaunty guitar strumming,
would be right at home on
1985’s “Promise.”

There are a few welcome
surprises. “In Another Time”
is the sort of soulful ’70s bal-
lad that Sade has avoided. It
leaves the lilt behind and lets

the singer have her gentle
rant. The last 45 seconds of
“Soldier of Love” feature an
unexpected remix/dub combo
that give a gimmicky single
some depth. And it’s hard not
to love the way “Babyfather,”
a sentimental track about
parenting, evolves into a
catchy layered groove at its
close.

With its patient bounce and
supple phrasing, Sade’s music
remains as smooth and jazzy
as ever, and yet still the oppo-
site of of the “smooth jazz”
genre it helped propagate.
The arrangements are compli-
cated, while the album’s
themes — about love, yes, but

also regret, loneliness and
missed opportunity — are of-
ten painfully raw. Anyone
who thinks this is easy listen-
ing isn’t really listening to it.
Ray Mark Rinaldi

Allison Moorer, “Crows”
(Ryko)

Neo-country artist Allison
Moorer wrote her latest (and
seventh) record, “Crows,” on
the piano instead of guitar.
She wrote songs like “Easy in
the Summertime” and the title
track on piano because it was
the first instrument she
learned, and it was only fitting
because these songs are “the
soundtrack to my childhood,”

Moorer has said.
Moorer’s scarring childhood

has been well-documented,
but these songs tell the sweet
side of her relationships with
older sister (and country star)
Shelby Lynne and her mom,
who was shot and killed by
her husband in 1986. (After
killing his wife, Moorer’s es-
tranged father then turned the
gun on himself.) But this
record doesn’t sound like a sil-
ver lining. It comes off like a
revelation.

“Should I Be Concerned”
sounds like an elegant Rufus
Wainwright song. “The Bro-
ken Girl” is sunny pop at its
best. “Just Another Fool” and
“Like the Rain” bring a little
guitar into the mix, and what
an even mix it is.

Moorer, now a New York
girl enjoying her marriage to
folk rebel Steve Earle, will ap-
pear Wednesday on “Late
Show With David Letterman.”
Ricardo Baca

Steal This Track»
This week’s new
free download
on Reverb:
“Whipped,” by
Orange peel moses
»denverpost.com/reverb

alive again.
As a kid singing “Swing

Low, Sweet Chariot” and “Go
Down, Moses” at summer
camp in Colorado, Bograd
thought those were Jewish
songs. Similarly, young people
today assume songs like “We
Shall Overcome” are referenc-
es to the civil rights era. Tak-
ing on the film project, Bograd
and Hubbard began to explore
the real history of the songs of
pain and hope.

The effort was interrupted
by Bograd’s open-heart sur-
gery in January 2006.

“It’s sort of a running joke
that I’m not the most spiritual
person in the world,” he said.
“But after that experience, I
was a lot less sardonic than I
might have been.”

Bograd, a learning consult-
ant, and Hubbard, a teacher-
writer, began following the
choir in spring 2007, tracing
the hidden meanings as well
as the redemptive power in
the music of the slaves, using
Jones’ 1993 book, “Wade in the

Water: The Wisdom of the
Spirituals,” as a reference.

Hubbard shaped the story,
finding a narrative in the tales
of several choir members,
why they joined and what the
music meant to them. Those
interviews provided the struc-
ture to talk about the transfor-
mative power of the music.

“Art always made it abun-
dantly clear that the music is
universal,” Hubbard said,
“that everybody, no matter
what race or background, has
had a time of turmoil where
that music can heal.”

The film was finished in
May 2008 and screened at the
Rhode Island Film Festival. Ev-
erything about the work was
“serendipitous,” Jones said.

At a convention of African-
American professional musi-
cians in Chattanooga, Tenn.,
Bograd had the experience of
being the only white person in
the room, showing the movie
to 300 black people.

“We had a certain amount
of trepidation about being
white filmmakers ... but by the
end of the screening they all

were crying. That to me, that
was the sign that we had tran-
scended race enough to make
a movie that was honest.”

KCNC morning team. Alan
Gionet will be sprung from
weekends to weekday morn-
ings when KCNC-Channel 4
debuts a new morning team in
March. Anchors Brooke Wag-
ner and Gionet will be joined
by meteorologist Jennifer Zep-
pelin and traffic reporter Lynn
Carey.

Super ratings. Sunday’s Super
Bowl telecast on CBS was the
most-watched program in U.S.
television history, according to
the Nielsen Co. More than 106
million viewers watched the
New Orleans Saints beat the In-
dianapolis Colts, surpassing
the audience of 105.97 million
for the 1983 finale of
“M*A*S*H,” Nielsen said.

Joanne Ostrow: 303-954-1830
or jostrow@denverpost.com

«FROM 1D

“A Serious Man”
66¼5 Joel and Ethan Coen’s quietly amusing, philosophical-
ly rich tale about a beset family man is set in a Minnesota
suburb 1967, a time when the Coens themselves were coming
of age outside Minneapolis. Michael Stuhlbarg is Larry Gop-
nick. The physics professor isn’t Job. These days it doesn’t
take as much to send a man of faith reeling. But he does em-
bark on a journey to understand God’s will leads him to
three rabbis and one divorce lawyer. The ensemble is pitch
perfect, especially Richard Kind as Larry’s beleaguered broth-
er and Fred Melamed as his wife’s lover.
R. 1 hour, 45 minutes. Lisa Kennedy

“Couples Retreat”
66¼5 Four couples land on an island that doesn’t indulge
their fantasies but challenges them to work on their relation-
ships. Perhaps that sounds unfunny. But in the midst of mar-
riage fatigue, stars Vince Vaughn and Jon Favreau (co-writ-
ers, along with Dana Fox) find plenty of comedy, some of it
buoyant, some of it unexpectedly insightful. Jason Bateman,
Faizon Love, Kristen Bell, Kristin Davis and Malin Akerman
round out the pairs. Jean Reno plays New Age-y relationship
guru Marcel. PG-13. 1 hour, 53 minutes. Lisa Kennedy

“The Time Traveler’s Wife”
66¼5 Rachel McAdams and Eric Bana play their roles
straight and seriously, have a pleasant chemistry, and sort of
involved me in spite of myself. They’re just so … nice. He’s a
time traveler and disappears when you and he least expect it.
You have to suspend belief over a lot of the details but all in
all it’s a sweet movie. PG-13. 1 hour, 47 minutes. Roger Ebert

Michael Stuhlbarg and Fred Melamed in Joel and Ethan
Coen’s “A Serious Man.” Focus Features

I was fascinated to listen to a report on
how to make one’s brain more effective, al-
though my brain wasn’t all that interested.

There are three levels of brain activity.
Level 1 is the lowest level — the amount
of concentration required to, say, delete
e-mails or serve in Congress. We spend a
lot of time in Level 1, including all of our
teen years.

Level 2 is mild engagement, like listen-
ing to an in-law. Our brains are burning
glucose and becoming fatigued (or, de-
pending on the in-law, enraged). You
want to limit Level 2 activity so as not to
become so tired that you slip back into
Level 1, so if your mother-in-law calls,
hang up.

Level 3 activity requires all of your
brain and creative power — like when
you make up an excuse to your spouse
for why you hung up on her mom. The
brain can process only about two continu-
ous hours of Level 3, which means that
just as an airplane is on final approach,
the pilot is thinking like a teenage driver.

For most people, the most productive
brain time is in the morning, when peo-
ple are rested, fresh and preoccupied
with deleting e-mails. Throw in a little
conversation to burn off any Level 2
you’ve got left, and voila — an entire of-
fice of Level 1 thinkers.

This has enormous implications for the
workplace. Let’s say Worker A and Work-
er B are employed by a large corporation.
Worker A starts every day in his cubicle,

tackling intense tasks while his brain is at
Level 3. Worker B, however, spends the
morning chatting with co-workers about
fantasy football and sticking his head in the
boss’s office to discuss “American Idol.”

When it comes time to lay off employ-
ees, the ax will fall, of course, on Worker
A — people don’t like him; the guy never
comes out of his cube. Worker B will be
promoted until he’s running the place
and makes the company so inefficient
and bloated that it requires billions in
government bailout money, resulting in
huge executive bonuses. See how it all
comes together?

Studies show that individuals who
check e-mail and text messages frequent-
ly suffer the same loss of IQ as do people
who smoke a great deal of pot. This,
more than the recession, explains why so
many young people are moving back to
their parents’ basements. It’s disturbing,
because all the people in their 20s who
are still smoking pot and living in par-
ents’ basements are now having to share
space with people who spend all day on
Twitter.

So parents are hearing arguments like
this:

Son: Mom! Susie is texting and won’t
put her phone on mute, and I’m trying to
watch “America’s Top Model”!

Susie: Well, he smells like burned jun-
gle fungus!

Parents: Why don’t you two focus
your Level 3 brainpower on productive

activities?
Susie: What’d she say?
Son: Huh?
Susie: Ummmm … Wha?
Son: Uh …
So now you need more space, but as

any contractor will tell you, the hardest
room in the house to expand is the base-
ment. This forces parents to do the next
best thing, which is to sell their home and
move someplace where they don’t have
basements. This floods the market with
houses, causing the banks to take on enor-
mous losses, requiring gigantic govern-
ment bailouts and huge executive bonus-
es. The executives e-mail each other with
bonus congratulations and they read
those e-mails in the morning, which
starts the cycle all over again. Thus is
born the digital economy.

I’ve decided that the best way for me to
counter this effect is to focus on my most
intense work at 4 in the morning — in oth-
er words, when I’m still asleep. That way
I’ll have gotten all my Level 3 activity out
of the way by the time I start smoking my
e-mails. Within a few years, I’ll be so effi-
cient no one will want to hire me, and I’ll
have to move in with my parents.

They have a big basement for just that
purpose.

Contact W. Bruce Cameron at
wbrucecameron.com. For his previous
columns, visit denverpost.com/
brucecameron.
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Finally, a study that explains my basement

PLAY

Army Wives: The Complete
Third Season

Bad Girls of Film Noir:
Volumes 1 and 2

Best of Television Game
Shows Five

A Dangerous Man
Emma
Endgame
Free Style
Gabriel Amor Immortal
Gary Unmarried: The

Complete First Season
Heist
Hurricane Season
I Can’t Think Straight
Ice Castles
JAG: The Final Season

Maneater
Omnibus: King Lear
Peter and Vandy
Pride & Prejudice

Collector’s Edition
Rad Girls
The Sarah Silverman

Program: Season 2 Vol. 2
The Song of Sparrows
Stargate Universe 1.0
The Stepfather
Studio One: Twelve Angry

Men
Studio One: Rod Serling

Studio One Dramas
Vega$: The First Season,

Volume 2
onvideo.org

Allison Moorer wrote her latest record, “Crows,” on the
piano instead of guitar. Jim Cooper, Associated Press file photo
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The Songs—And The MultiRacial Choir—Shaping
Racial Reconciliation
August 26, 2008 12:00 PM | No Comments

For Claurice McCoy, singing at the Democratic National Convention as the party is
about to nominate its first Black Presidential candidate is an indescribable experience.

“I am 74 years old,” she said, “I was born in the South and I can remember back in the
day with the colored fountains and the white fountains and you had to stand and sit at
the back of the bus. I didn’t think I would ever live to see this day.”

McCoy is one of the founding members of The Spirituals Project Choir, a multiracial,
multigenerational choir based in Denver that performs and preserves the melodies and
lyrics created by slaves of African descent during the 18th and 19th centuries. McCoy
has been a member since the choir’s founding in 1999. Her daughter and
granddaughter also sing with the choir, which has 75 members.

In addition to the choir, The Spirituals Project runs a larger program of community
education and programming to bring the benefits of the spirituals to contemporary
communities. Founder Arthur Jones started recruiting people to help bring the
spirituals to new life in 1991. 

“The choir is an ambassador for the mission of the project,” said Jones. “The mission
was to educate people about the way in which coming together to sing the songs that
enslaved Africans created has the potential not only for personal healing but also for
racial reconciliation.”

Jones says its not just the act of singing together, but something about the songs
themselves, which were created in a time of such trauma and oppression, and yet are
still hopeful and forward looking. In addition to singing together, the choir, and the
larger project, provide venues in which people can talk about the racial conflicts in
their communities and begin the process of transforming themselves and their
neigborhoods.

Focusing on the hard work of reconciliation isn’t always easy, according to Jones.

“When people first come in, its all lovey-dovey,” he said. “People feel that just
because they're coming together in an interracial setting. We have to raise awareness
that we're bringing all of our racial baggage into that situation even when we're
singing.”

Making room for Black members to experience the music differently from others, for
example, can be challenging, and there was a time in the early days when it seemed
possible that the choir would be all white, rather than fully multiracial as it is today.

The team sang in two venues during the convention. First, they opened Sunday’s
religious service with a 15-minute concert, which was interrupted by three white men
who had choreographed an anti-abortion protest. Each stood at various times during
the performance to shout slogans about Obama supporting abortion. The choir paused,
the crowd shouted “Yes, we can!” and Obama’s name, and security quickly escorted
the men out.

The second performance took place outdoors as part of the Dialog: City project. It was
a collaboration with the installation artist Ann Hamilton and the composer John
Kuzuma, involving 3 additional choirs from across Denver. The theme was Circles of O,
and the performance featured singers waving O signs in the breeze. The spirituals
included "The Welcome Table" and “Down by the Riverside.”

Members do have their favorite songs.

McCoy loves the song “O Freedom” whose words stand out bold and strong: “Before I’ll
be a slave, I’ll be buried in my grave.”

Kaati Ross, 23, loves “Hear My Prayer,” which asks God to give grace and Christine
Chao was especially struck by the line “We ain’t gonna study war no more.”

“We’re making war, not only in Iraq, but also on our own citizens here,” she said.
“That’s what the African American ancestors told us. We have to study… we have to
think about it, not just say, ‘We’re going to defeat somebody’.”

Categories
Arts and Culture (196)

Arts and Culture,Black (1)

Arts and Culture,Black,Latina/o
(1)

Arts and
Culture,Black,Latina/o,Asian &
Pacific Islander (1)

Arts and
Culture,Black,Latina/o,Native
(1)

Arts and Culture,Civil
Liberties,Education,Health,Immigra
Rights,International Affairs,Jobs
and Ec (1)

Arts and Culture,Civil
Liberties,Education,Health,Immigra
Rights,International Affairs,Jobs
and Ec

Arts and Culture,Civil
Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
& Pacific Islander (1)

Arts and Culture,Civil
Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,International
Affairs,Black (1)

Arts and Culture,Civil
Liberties,Poverty,Black,Latina/o,Na
& Pacific Islander (1)

Arts and Culture,Civil
Liberties,President Bush (1)

Arts and Culture,Criminal
Justice (1)

Arts and Culture,Criminal
Justice,Black (1)

Arts and Culture,Criminal
Justice,Education,Environmental
Justice,Immigrant
Rights,International Aff (1)

Arts and Culture,Criminal
Justice,Education,Environmental
Justice,Immigrant
Rights,International Aff

Arts and Culture,Criminal
Justice,Environmental
Justice,International Affairs (1)

Arts and Culture,Criminal
Justice,Health,Hurricane
Katrina,Jobs and
Economy,Black,Latina/o (1)

Arts and
Culture,Education,Immigrant
Rights,Asian & Pacific Islander
(1)

Arts and Culture,Elections &
Politics (1)

Arts and Culture,Environmental
Justice,Jobs and Economy,Black
(1)

Arts and Culture,Gender and
Sexuality,Black,Latina/o (1)

Arts and Culture,Gender and
Sexuality,International
Affairs,Hurricane Katrina,Black
(1)

Arts and Culture,Gender and
Sexuality,Latina/o (1)

Arts and Culture,Health (1)

Arts and Culture,Immigrant

Search

About this Entry
This page contains a single
entry by published on August
26, 2008 12:00 PM.

At DNC, Minutemen Leader
Tries Talking Like A
Humanitarian was the previous
entry in this blog.

At DNC, Minutemen Leader
Tries Talking Like A
Humanitarian is the next entry
in this blog.

Find recent content on the
main index or look in the
archives to find all content.

http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culture/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinaoasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinaoasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinaoasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinaonative/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinaonative/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureblacklatinaonative/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertieseducationhealthimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsjobs-and-economy-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertieseducationhealthimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsjobs-and-economy-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertieseducationhealthimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsjobs-and-economy-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertieseducationhealthimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsjobs-and-economy-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsblacklatinaonativeasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsblacklatinaonativeasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsblacklatinaonativeasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsblacklatinaonativeasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiesimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiespovertyblacklatinaonativeasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiespovertyblacklatinaonativeasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiespovertyblacklatinaonativeasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiespresident-bush/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecivil-libertiespresident-bush/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justice/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justice/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceeducationenvironmental-justiceimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsp-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceeducationenvironmental-justiceimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsp-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceeducationenvironmental-justiceimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsp-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceeducationenvironmental-justiceimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairsp-1/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceenvironmental-justiceinternational-affairs/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceenvironmental-justiceinternational-affairs/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justiceenvironmental-justiceinternational-affairs/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justicehealthhurricane-katrinajobs-and-economyblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justicehealthhurricane-katrinajobs-and-economyblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justicehealthhurricane-katrinajobs-and-economyblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturecriminal-justicehealthhurricane-katrinajobs-and-economyblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureeducationimmigrant-rightsasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureeducationimmigrant-rightsasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureeducationimmigrant-rightsasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureeducationimmigrant-rightsasian-pacific-islander/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureelections-politics/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureelections-politics/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureenvironmental-justicejobs-and-economyblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureenvironmental-justicejobs-and-economyblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureenvironmental-justicejobs-and-economyblack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualityblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualityblacklatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualityinternational-affairshurricane-katrinablack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualityinternational-affairshurricane-katrinablack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualityinternational-affairshurricane-katrinablack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualityinternational-affairshurricane-katrinablack/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualitylatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturegender-and-sexualitylatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-culturehealth/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/arts-and-cultureimmigrant-rightsinternational-affairschild-carelatinao/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/2008/08/at-dnc-minutemen-leader-tries-talking-like-a-humanitarian.html
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/2008/08/at-dnc-minutemen-leader-tries-talking-like-a-humanitarian.html
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/2008/08/at-dnc-minutemen-leader-tries-talking-like-a-humanitarian.html
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/2008/08/at-dnc-minutemen-leader-tries-talking-like-a-humanitarian.html
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/2008/08/at-dnc-minutemen-leader-tries-talking-like-a-humanitarian.html
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/2008/08/at-dnc-minutemen-leader-tries-talking-like-a-humanitarian.html
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/
http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/archives.html


The Songs—And The MultiRacial Choir—Shaping Racial Reconciliation - clnew

http://mastheadmobile.com/clnew/2008/08/the-songsand-the-multiracial-choirshaping-racial-reconciliation.html[12/2/2010 8:43:56 PM]

Rinku Sen is the author of The Accidental American, which hits bookstores on Sept.
11. 
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& Pacific Islander (1)

Civil Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,International
Affairs,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
& Pacific Isl

Civil Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,International
Affairs,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
& Pacific Isl (2)

Civil Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,International
Affairs,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Asian & Pacific (1)

Civil Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,International
Affairs,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Asian & Pacific

Civil Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,Jobs and Economy,Asian
& Pacific Islander (1)

Civil Liberties,Immigrant
Rights,President Bush,Jobs and
Economy (1)

Civil Liberties,International
Affairs,Asian & Pacific Islander
(1)

Civil Liberties,International
Affairs,Jobs and
Economy,Black,Latina/o (1)

Civil Liberties,International
Affairs,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Latina/o,Asian &
Pacific Islander (1)

Civil Liberties,International
Affairs,President Bush,Elections
& Politics,Asian & Pacific Is

Civil Liberties,International
Affairs,President Bush,Elections
& Politics,Asian & Pacific Is (1)

Civil Liberties,International
Affairs,President Bush,Jobs and
Economy (1)

Civil Liberties,International
Affairs,President Bush,Religion
(1)

Civil Liberties,Jobs and
Economy (3)

Civil Liberties,Jobs and
Economy,Latina/o (1)

Civil Liberties,Jobs and
Economy,Native (1)

Civil Liberties,Latina/o (1)

Civil Liberties,Poverty (2)

Civil Liberties,Poverty,Elections
& Politics,Asian & Pacific
Islander (1)

Civil Liberties,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy (1)

Civil Liberties,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Black (1)

Civil Liberties,President
Bush,Asian & Pacific Islander (1)

Civil Liberties,President
Bush,Elections & Politics (1)

Civil Liberties,President
Bush,Elections &
Politics,Latina/o (1)

Criminal Justice (49)

Criminal Justice,Black (1)

Criminal Justice,Child Care (1)

Criminal
Justice,Education,Black,Latina/o
(1)

Criminal
Justice,Education,Black,Native
(1)

Criminal
Justice,Education,Immigrant
Rights,Jobs and
Economy,Elections &
Politics,Black,Latina/o (1)

Criminal
Justice,Education,Immigrant
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Rights,Jobs and
Economy,Elections &
Politics,Black,Latina/o

Criminal
Justice,Education,Immigrant
Rights,Poverty,Latina/o (1)

Criminal Justice,Elections &
Politics (1)

Criminal Justice,Environmental
Justice,Poverty,Religion,Jobs
and Economy (1)

Criminal Justice,Environmental
Justice,President
Bush,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Black (1)

Criminal Justice,Gender and
Sexuality (1)

Criminal Justice,Gender and
Sexuality,Immigrant
Rights,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
& Pacific Isl

Criminal Justice,Gender and
Sexuality,Immigrant
Rights,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
& Pacific Isl (1)

Criminal Justice,Gender and
Sexuality,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Black,Latina/o (1)

Criminal Justice,Health (1)

Criminal
Justice,Health,Black,Latina/o,Nativ
& Pacific Islander (1)

Criminal
Justice,Health,President
Bush,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Black (1)

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,Hurricane
Katrina,Black,Latina/o (1)

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,International Affairs,Jobs
and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Asian
&

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,International Affairs,Jobs
and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Asian
& (1)

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,International Affairs,Jobs
and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Asian
&

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,International Affairs,Jobs
and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Asian
&

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,International
Affairs,President Bush,Latina/o
(1)

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,Jobs and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asia
& Pacific Islande

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,Jobs and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asia
& Pacific Islande (1)

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,Jobs and
Economy,Elections & Politics (1)

Criminal Justice,Immigrant
Rights,Religion,Black,Latina/o,Nativ
& Pacific Islander (1)

Criminal Justice,International
Affairs,Latina/o (1)

Criminal Justice,Latina/o (2)

Criminal Justice,Poverty,Jobs
and Economy,Black (1)

Criminal Justice,Poverty,Jobs
and Economy,Black,Latina/o (1)

Education (35)
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Education,Black (2)

Education,Black,Latina/o,Native,As
& Pacific Islander (1)

Education,Elections & Politics
(1)

Education,Gender and
Sexuality,Health,Black (1)

Education,Gender and
Sexuality,Immigrant
Rights,Religion,Latina/o (1)

Education,Gender and
Sexuality,Poverty,Black (1)

Education,Gender and
Sexuality,Poverty,Child
Care,Black,Latina/o (1)

Education,Gender and
Sexuality,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Black (2)

Education,Health,Poverty,Elections
& Politics,Black,Latina/o,Asian
& Pacific Islander (1)

Education,Immigrant
Rights,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
& Pacific Islander (1)

Education,Immigrant
Rights,International Affairs,Jobs
and Economy,Elections &
Politics (1)

Education,Immigrant
Rights,International
Affairs,Latina/o (1)

Education,Immigrant
Rights,Jobs and
Economy,Elections &
Politics,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
&am (1)

Education,Immigrant
Rights,Jobs and
Economy,Elections &
Politics,Black,Latina/o,Native,Asian
&am

Education,Immigrant
Rights,Poverty,Elections &
Politics (1)

Education,Immigrant
Rights,Poverty,Jobs and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Asian
& Pacific Islander (1)

Education,Immigrant
Rights,President
Bush,Religion,Elections &
Politics,Black,Latina/o (1)

Education,Jobs and Economy (1)

Education,Jobs and
Economy,Black (1)

Education,Jobs and
Economy,Black,Latina/o,Asian
& Pacific Islander (1)

Education,Jobs and
Economy,Child Care (1)

Education,Poverty,Jobs and
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Columnist

Chuck and Becky Morris have
been helping out at Denver Public
Schools’ Park Hill Elementary for a
long time. They’ve had three kids
there over 11 years (Sophie, Isabel
and Zach) — and music promoter
Chuck and his energetic wife are al-
ways bringing star power to the
school’s annual auction.

Becky Morris started it eight years
ago — giving her a mission to pry
tickets from Chuck and guitars from
musicians backstage.

This year, the auction comes down
Feb. 7 at Park Hill Golf Club. She
scored a signed guitar from Neil Dia-
mond and a Big Head Todd package
that includes tickets to any show the
boys do this summer, anywhere in
America, along with a meet and
greet and a bunch of band swag.

Over the years, Becky’s favorite
hits include a drumhead signed by

Ringo Starr, an album signed by all
of the Rolling Stones, a Rolling Stone
magazine with Dave Matthews on
the cover signed by Matthews, a post-
er signed by Bob Dylan, the “Circle”
albums signed by the guys in the Nit-
ty Gritty Dirt Band and a guitar
signed by the Eagles. “And I think I
got something from U2,” she adds.

Now she’s done.
“The auction will always go on,”

Becky says. “But this is my last year.”

I’ve got a crush on you. The Bron-
cos have a new coach — and an old
soda. It could be a good omen.

Orange Crush, the pop that was
identified with the Broncos defense
from 1977 to 1979, is back in town.

The refreshing gulp was yanked
from Denver shelves in 1987. No one
can tell me why, especially when it
was selling 2 million cases a year here.

Do you think Denverites drank all
that Orange Crush or just turned the
cans into leis around their necks?

Some say it was the Orange Crush
that made the Broncos and Denver fa-
mous. Now it’s back — and it goes
well with vodka.

SWI. The Aspen Daily News reports
that a man was busted last week for
snowboarding while intoxicated.
Seems he couldn’t wait for an
après-ski party to start imbibing —
and riding a gondola or lift while
boozed-up is a violation of the Colo-
rado Skier Safety Act. He was issued a

summons, and a cop drove him home.

Speak up! Sluggish ticket sales
forced the new Insight Speaker Se-
ries to close down — its last four yak-
kers canceled (Charles Barkley,
Bob Woodward, Carole Baldwin
and Dave Barry). Subscribers will
get tickets to the six speakers in the
upcoming Unique Lives & Experienc-
es series.

Town Hall is probably Denver’s
oldest speaker series, founded by the
late Polly Grimes in 1954. Gary Pud-
ney is due here Jan. 29. He’s won
more than 50 Emmys as veep of ABC
for more than 20 years — and has sto-
ries to tell about nine presidents, the
White House, the Oval Office and
Camp David. Call 303-698-0230.

City spirit. Arf! The hot new club
in town is Sid’s Doggie

Lounge & Nightclub. … Peter and Pat-
ty Findlay’s cool retro Aspen pad
was featured in The New York Times
on Friday. … Sez who: “Don’t you wish
you had a job like mine? All you have
to do is think up a certain number of
words! Plus, you can repeat words!
And they don’t even have to be true!”
— Dave Barry

Bill Husted’s column appears Sunday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. You
can reach him at 303-820-1486 or
bhusted@denverpost.com. Take a peek

at Husted’s next column
at blogs.denverpost.
com/husted.

Cari Schweitzer
of LaFond FX, a
special-effects
company in Com-
merce City,
works on the
masthead of a pi-
rate ship display
that the company
is building for this
year’s 50th annual
Colorado Garden
& Home Show,
which runs Feb.
7-15 at the Colo-
rado Convention
Center in Denver.

Craig F. Walker,
The Denver Post

Chuck, left,
and Becky
Morris have a
history of help-
ing the school.

By Sabine Kortals
Special to The Denver Post

It was an event fit for a king.
The Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr., that is.

Part of a four-day, citywide
commemoration of the civil
rights leader, Friday night’s
gala at the Ellie Caulkins Opera
House celebrated the 80th anni-
versary of King’s birth. With
opera diva Denyce Graves as
headliner and The Spirituals
Project Choir at the core of the
program, the “Dream” concert
inspired a tapestry of whimsy,
soulfulness, sacred reflection
and joy.

Graves’ stately, stunning
presence, mellifluous mezzo-
soprano and easy rapport with
the audience lent an air of
grace to the occasion. In H. Le-
slie Adams’ “Prayer,” she cap-
tured its gently nuanced, con-
templative mood, and in Gene
Scheer’s “American Anthem,”
her strong, focused delivery
brought home a spirit of patri-
otic pride.

But it was Graves’ sultry ren-
dering of the “Habanera” aria
from Georges Bizet’s opera
“Carmen” — which she per-
formed more than three years
ago at the Ellie’s opening —
that was most memorable
among her solo selections. J.J.
Penna also earned high marks
as Graves’ wonderfully intui-
tive accompanist — not only is
he an accomplished, percep-
tive pianist in his own right,
but he anticipated each gradi-
ent of Graves’ tone, her every
subtle change in breath and in-
tensity.

Graves then joined the
mighty choir — about 70 volun-
teers — in a polished progres-
sion of spirituals and similar
songs, such as “Steal Away” to
“Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit.”

The program opened with
John Hubert directing the
decade-old, nationally known
choir, followed by Bennie Will-
iams in firm command of a

range of selections from
among the group’s lexicon of
songs. “Walk Together Chil-
dren,” “I Know I’ve Been
Changed” and “I Can Tell the
World” combined to represent
African tribalism, America’s
history of slavery and a victori-
ous attitude of freedom.

Especially brilliant was the
choir’s riveting take on “The
Battle of Jericho.” The overall
intimate sensibility of the pro-
gram, however, might have
been even better served if the
choir had stood closer to the
edge of the stage.

Bertha Lynn, KMGH-Chan-
nel 7 news anchor, kicked off
the evening, which included a
recorded excerpt from King’s
“The Drum Major Instinct.”

The city’s tribute events cul-
minate in Monday’s annual
marade (march and parade).
For more information, visit
drmartinlkingjrchc.org.

Park Hill Elementary’s auction schooled in rock

REVIEW

Musical tribute rises
to heights of honoree

PREPARING TO SET SAIL FOR GARDEN SHOW

WIVES NEED NOT SUFFER!
Call 303-744-1961

COMPLIMENTARY VISIT
6092415

Cure Snoring – In Office Procedures
www.snoringonline.com

60
92
56
6

Eagle Ridge 
�Independent senior living designed just for you!�  

Call today to learn more about what Eagle Ridge can offer you!

�  Customize your floorplan! �  Return of your investment! 
�  Mountain Views! �  Optional evening dining!
�  Scheduled transportation! �  Private patio/terrace!
�  Maintenance-free living! �  Underbuilding parking included!

 (720) 587-7182
Visit our website: www.eagleridgeofcolorado.com 

To be built just east of 470 on West Bowles Avenue  
in Littleton 

ADVERTISEMENT

Prefab Custom Storage

Expires 3/1/2009 while supplies last.  Coupon
must accompany sale.

NextDay Closets
303-733-9100

901-C S. Jason St.  Denver,CO

Floor or wall mounted units 24"w by
48" to 72"h.  Several colors and

systems~gliding baskets, shoe racks,
cedar shelving and more~$30 to $100!

75% off!
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March 30, 2010

Dr. Arthur C. Jones
1395 Dahlia St.
Denver, CO 80220

Dear Dr. Jones:

Greetings on behalf of The National Association of Negro Musicians, Inc. ! I am pleased
to officiaily invite you to be one of our 2010 honorees at our Awards Banquet taking
place during the 2010 Annual Convention on July 27,2010 at the Antler's Hilton Hotel
in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Our convention committee has recommended you highly
for your contributions to music in general, to the viability of music in your community
and to the support and development of African American music. You are know world-
wide for your work in the preservation of the African American Spiritual and we are
pleased to honor you!

We hope you will accept our invitation to be honored, attend our banquet and receive
your award from us in July. To that end and for our souvenir journal will you please send
your biographical sketch and a high resolution photograph? It would be helpful if you as

soon as possible could send those items electronically to our Executive Secretary, Ms.
Ona B. Campbell at ONAB9I20@aol.com. Otherwise, please use the address above. We
may need to edit the biographical information to fit the space in the journal and it will be
helpful for you to let us know what information we may delete, if necessary. We also
invite you to invite your family and friends to attend our Awards Banquet. We will cover
the cost of your ticket for banquet, however your guests may purchase tickets for $60.

Thank you for all you do for music. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions at
404-614-3183 or dmorrow@morehouse.edu. I look forward to seeing you and to
honoring you in July.

Sincerely,

.fr -74+: /Xa-rQWtu*\.---l
David Morrow
President, The National Association of Negro Musicians, Inc.

Website: www.nanm.org
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Spotlight On: The Spirituals Project
N I CO L E  F RE H S E E

Amani Ali’s career keeps him so busy that he starts his day at 2:30 am. “I wear a lot of hats,” says
Ali, who spends his afternoons at radio station 850 KOA, where he’s head producer of the drive-
time show The Ride Home. Ali’s mornings are devoted to The Spirituals Project, a Denver-based
organization dedicated to preserving the music and teachings of spirituals — the folk songs sung by
enslaved African Americans in the 18th and 19th centuries. “People dismiss spirituals as religious
songs,” says Ali, the project’s executive director. “But they’re a real art form — they were used by
slaves to communicate through the Underground Railroad.”

The project started in 1991, when University of Denver professor Dr. Arthur Jones launched a
series of metro-area concerts and lecture programs centered around the spirituals. Seven years
later — after a local TV station filmed a documentary about Jones’ work — the project became
official. Last September, Ali joined the team to oversee the nonprofit’s educational initiatives. “Even
though young people learn basic U.S. history, a lot of them have never heard of the spirituals,”
says Ali, who organizes presentations at middle schools in Denver, Colorado Springs, and
Jefferson County. “Some adults haven’t either, which is surprising.” (Think you don’t know the
spirituals? You’re probably mistaken: “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” and “Wade in the Water” are in
the canon.)
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Aside from its educational bent, the foundation also has an artsy side: The Spirituals Project Choir,
a 70-person chorus, performs these traditional folk songs. (The project also boasts two smaller
ensembles.) The flagship choir — which requires an audition to join — performs everywhere from
the Denver Art Museum to local churches, but the group is secular. “There are Jewish, Christian,
and Muslim members, whites, blacks, and Hispanics,” says Ali. “They just want the camaraderie,
and they want to sing.” One of the choir’s shining moments came in May at a sold-out University of
Denver performance with Colorado hip-hop crew the Flobots. The choir sang its signature spiritual,
“Oh Freedom,” to which the Flobots added a rap. “Incorporating the two art forms was so unique
and interesting,” says Ali. “The crowd thought it was fantastic.”

Feeling Spiritual

September 11, The Spirituals Project will hold its inaugural Red Gala of Denver, a fundraiser
Executive Director Amani Ali created to “honor the memories of those who lost their lives in pursuit
of freedom and social justice,” he says. (The event’s date isn’t coincidental, says Ali; it was chosen
to commemorate our 2001 national tragedy.) The gala’s keynote speaker is, appropriately, a social
activist and famous singer: Harry Belafonte, who was heavily involved in the Civil Rights Movement
and sang the 1956 tune “Day-O (The Banana Boat Song),” will be on hand to accept the project’s
first Balm in Gilead award. (Belafonte won’t perform, however.) “I’m honored that Harry is coming,”
says Ali. “He’s 83, so he doesn’t travel much anymore, but he understands our mission.”
spiritualsproject.org

This article appears in the September 2010 issue of Denver Magazine
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