
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Course Syllabus

Field Methods in Archaeology

Anthropology 3790

Fridays, 12 - 4 pm, Sturm Hall 154
Professor: Bonnie Clark 

Office hours: Thursdays 2 to 5 pm

Other times available by appointment
Office: Sturm 142, 303-871-2875


email: bclark@du.edu
Teaching Assistant: Brianna Dalessandro 

Office hours: Thursdays noon to 2 pm

Office: Sturm 153 (Archaeology lab)



email:
Bri.DAlessandro@du.edu
Course Description: The purpose of this class is to introduce you to archaeological field methods through a combination of readings and hands-on experience.  Because this is a field course, we will spend much of our time outdoors learning about and practicing archaeological methods.  Before we do so, however, students will receive a grounding in issues of archaeological ethics, legal mandates, and research designs.  We must know why we do archaeology before we learn how.  Some of the methods you will learn will include the basics of site survey and mapping, testing, excavation, artifact recovery and field processing, and data recording in the field.  You will apply what you learn to several real field sites, including buried archaeological features on the DU campus. 
Texts: There are two required books for this class, both of which are available at the DU bookstore in Driscoll.  You will also need to purchase a gridded lab notebook for use as a field journal.  Texts will be supplemented by additional readings available through the course Canvas website.
White, Gregory G. and Thomas F. King (noted in the syllabus as WK)
2007
The Archaeological Survey Manual.  Left Coast Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

Carmichael, David L., Robert H. Lafferty III, Brian Leigh Molyneaux (CLM)
2003
Excavation.  Archaeologist’s Toolkit 2.  Alta Mira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

Course Requirements: This class has a number of requirements: reading, writing, participation in exercises, field work, field documentation, and analysis.  Each member of the class needs to be prepared to contribute to class, whether through discussion of the course readings, through work in the field, or in post-field analysis.  The writing will take place throughout the class, as students keep a field journal.  Finally, the class will involve analysis of data recovered in the field.

Your grade in the class will be based on the following:

20% Class Participation
You must attend all classes and field visits and participate fully and actively as a member of the class / field crew.  If you absolutely have to miss a class, be sure to make arrangements with the instructor prior to your absence to determine the best course of action.  Note that participation means more than just showing up.  You will be expected to contribute in the classroom, as well as assist in all aspects of field work.

20% Forms, Field Performance
You will be graded on the accuracy and completeness of forms that you fill out during the course of fieldwork.  These will be assessed after each day of fieldwork.  In addition, by the end of the class, you should be able to perform basic field tasks (e.g. locating your position on a map, using a compass properly, laying out a 1 x 1m excavation unit).
20% Field Journal
You will be required to keep a field journal for this class.  Although the main entries in your journal will take place while you are in field situations, the journal is also a good place to keep track of important tips you will learn throughout the course of the class (for example the length of your stride).  

In field situations your journal should include the following information: date, location, research objective, activities, results, impressions.  It is also a good place to make sketches, jot down questions, and track patterns that emerge in the data.

20% Take-home midterm

You will be given a take-home midterm on April 27.  It will be due a week later, on May 4.  The exam will cover the readings and lectures pertaining archaeological fieldwork as applied to our fieldwork in Boulder County
20% Post-Field Documentation project
Following our fieldwork, each student will take part in a project documenting or expanding on field work during the term.  Such documentation might include: compiling site forms, doing background historic research, or further researching field artifacts.  The projects will be formulated in consultation with the professor as our field work progresses.  
Course Organization: The course will involve different kinds of meetings.  Several of the classes will be held on-campus with a mixture of lecture and hands-on work, often either in the archaeology lab or outside.  We will spend three class periods in the field.  After the fieldwork, students will complete their post-field projects in the archaeology lab.  

The outline of topics below includes the readings you will be expected to be familiar with that day.   Please note that dates may be subject to change based on weather conditions. 

Date
Topic


Reading



Due in Class
3/30
Course Intro:

SAA statement of ethics, Online resources

Ethics & Laws

WK 2; CLM 1

4/6
Getting into the
WK 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11; CLM Appendix 1

Field: Research Designs 

4/13
Class will be held in Archaeology Lab, Sturm 153

Artifact ID,

Horn 


care & analysis
Burke et. al

4/20
Class will involve being outside; dress accordingly

Site survey & 

WK 4, 8, 13, Appendix D




mapping   

4/27
Class will be held in Boulder County; dress accordingly
Field forms and Journal*

All day field trip





(Due Monday at 4 pm)









Midterm handed out
5/4 
Site Testing &

CLM 2-6;



Midterm due




Excavation design
Skowroneck
5/11
Class will involve being outside; dress accordingly
Journal*


Architecture survey
Readings to Come


(Due Monday at 4 pm)
5/18
Visit to DPL & OAHP / Back-up field day
5/25
Class will involve excavating; dress accordingly

Journal* 

Excavation &

CLM Appendix 2


(Due Monday at 4 pm)


GPR


Conyers
6/1
Class will involve excavating; dress accordingly 



Excavations continue
6/5
Documentation project and Final Field Journal due by 4 pm

Course links: http://www.9news.com/article/life/style/colorado-guide/the-du-neighborhood-classic-beauty-and-college-vibes/346314496
 http://www.9news.com/video/life/du-students-doing-historical-research-on-land-near-campus/73-8027292 





