Anthropology 3701, Fall 2020
Special Topics: Anthropology of Gardening
Tuesdays and Thursdays noon to 1:50 pm
“There are no gardening mistakes, only experiments” Janet Kilburn Phillips
Professor:  Dr. Bonnie Clark

Office:  Room 142, Sturm Hall

(303) 871-2875

bclark@du.edu
Office Hours:  Tues 3—5 pm via zoom: https://udenver.zoom.us/j/7276176132 & Thursday afternoons in person by appointment 
Course Description
The US has seen a major uptick in home gardening since the beginning of the global pandemic.  Many see this as a new wave of the “Victory Gardening” movement begun during World War I.  We’ll take advantage of this unprecedented moment to gather unfolding cultural data about what it means to grow a garden during uncertain times, contextualized by the deep time scale provided by archaeology and ethnohistory.  The class will employ experiential, ethnobotanical, theoretical, and applied approaches informed by case studies across the globe.  The course readings will focus primarily on the tending of utilitarian plants (as opposed to purely ornamental ones) and draw from the various subfields of anthropology.  Anthropological readings will be supplemented by popular media and studies from allied fields.
Course Requirements

This class will require two commitments from its members: a willingness to explore and a willingness to share.  The explorations in this class will be both literal and figural.  We will often meet outside and in different locales, working together to think about how people and plants interact.  On days the course is run as a seminar, each class member is expected to read the materials and be prepared to engage with their fellow classmates in discussion.  Students will be assigned a discussion group and groups will rotate through leading seminars.  Each discussion group will also create their own seminar day, choosing readings on a topic or topics of their choosing.  Important note about class attendance:  To get the most out of this class, you need to be present, but the current situation requires flexibility.  Should you find that pandemic-related issues mean you cannot attend class, please inform the instructor right away.  You will be provided with other opportunities to engage with the class material, for example through watching class videos or short writing assignments. 
Besides being an active participant in class meetings, members of the class will be expected to apply concepts, insights, and readings from the course to explorations of horticulture.  Early in the quarter the primary way that will happen is through a journal.  For the first half of the quarter, each student will be expected to spend at least 40 minutes each week journaling about plants and gardening.  Students will also design and implement an anthropological engagement with gardening.  That could be either an individual or a group project and take a range forms, including an applied project to assist a gardening organization, an authoethnography of engagement, a reflection on your own family history of horticulture, or an exploration through material culture or primary documents.  The project will result in a poster presentation presented first in class and then as your class final.
Your grade in the class will be based on your performance in the classroom and on the above projects.  The grade breakdown will be as follows:

Class preparation & participation
40%

Journal




25%

Garden Anthropology Project

35% 
Readings and other class preparation materials
To prepare for class (whether it is an experiential outing or a seminar) you will typically have several readings and sometimes other types of media (such as websites, podcasts, etc). Class preparation materials will be available on the course Canvas website.  Some readings are chapters from e-books available at the DU library.  In those cases, you will be provided a link to the entire book should you be interested in reading more.
Course Organization
The class is a mix of experiential (in person classes) and seminars.  Our experiential classes will often involve field trips and/or visiting lecturers.  Entries for seminars for which some students will need to prepare discussion prompts begin with a letter (A, B or C), which designates the discussion group whose members will be contributing a discussion starter reading passage.  An assignment preceded by DG then A or B or C, indicates it is only required for that discussion group.  All materials (including passages for seminars) need to be uploaded to the appropriate discussion or assignment page on Canvas by midnight the day before class unless otherwise noted.  Note: Due to weather and speaker availability, the course topics and readings are subject to change with prior notice.
	Date 
	Topic
	Location
	Reading 
	Assignment-Upload the day before class

	15-Sep
	Class Intro-Questioning Gardens; Guest Dr. Nicole Herzog
	DeBoer Park
	
	

	17-Sep
	Plant / Body / Landscape
	DeBoer Park
	Salmón 1 & 2, Pollan, Waters, online resources
	

	22-Sep
	Exploring native Colorado plants;
Guest Dr. Nicole Herzog
	Rosedale Park
	Kimmerrer, Turner et al. (to p. 113), Plant Guides (skim)
	

	24-Sep
	Eating on the Edges--Weeds and social justice; Guest Lucor Jordan
	Via Zoom
	Hartmann-Shenkman; Online resources
	

	29-Sep
	Gardens of the Spirit; Guest Jeanine Broek, DenverTable
	1850 S. Ogden Street
	Davies, Svanberg and Vahl, Online resources
	Journal (at least three entries)

	1-Oct
	A: Garden methodologies 1—Ethnography; Guest Dr. Julie Morris, Biology & DU Garden
	DU Garden (2320 S. Race St.)
	Flachs, Pope, Boston et al.
	DGA - Passage

	6-Oct
	Victory Gardens--Past & Present; Guests from Grow & Give project
	Via Zoom
	Stewart-Abernathy, Online resources
	

	8-Oct
	Garden Volunteer Day for DenverTable
	TBD
	
	

	13-Oct
	B: Garden Methodologies 2: Archaeology & Folklore
	DU Garden
	Kryder-Reid, Malek (Choose 3 Case Studies), Alm
	DGB - Passage

	15-Oct
	C: Worker Gardens 
	DU Garden
	Acton, Shackel, Praetzellis
	DGC - Passage

	20-Oct
	Project proposal workshop & discussion group meetings
	Via Zoom
	
	Draft project proposal

	22-Oct
	A: Garden Medicine
	DeBoer Park
	Garden Strolls, Langwick, Jiang & Quave, Seifert
	DGA - Passage; Final project proposal due by noon on Oct 23

	27-Oct
	Intergenerational horticulture; Guest Gigia Kolouch, Slow Food Denver & Christopher Woodburn, Denver Public Schools
	South High garden (1700 E. Louisiana Avenue)
	Miller, Jennings, Masumoto
	Completed Journal; DGA - Reading for your seminar

	29-Oct
	B: Managing plant and garden heritage
	DeBoer Park
	Abizaid et al., Mckee, Audet et al.
	DGB - Passage & Reading for your seminar

	3-Nov
	C: Drinking the landscape
	Via Zoom
	McGovern, Henderson et al., online resources
	DGC - Passage & Reading for your seminar

	5-Nov
	Seminar led by DGA
	Via Zoom
	
	

	10-Nov
	Seminar led by DGB
	Via Zoom
	
	

	12-Nov
	Seminar led by DGC
	Via Zoom
	
	

	17-Nov
	Class wrap
	TBD
	Mogu
	Draft of your research poster 

	19-Nov
	A Harvest of Projects
	Via Zoom
	
	

	2-Dec
	Final project poster due
	
	
	Upload by noon to Canvas


Details about course assignments
Reading Passages for Seminar
All students should read and take notes on the course materials for each class.  If your discussion group is leading the seminar, you should also identify a short (1-2 sentence) passage from a reading that you believe would be fruitful to further explore in class.  Students often choose a passage that hits on a key point or made them stop and think.  You should be prepared to launch the discussion of this passage, for example by using it to query your classmates about that day’s topic or the case study in which it was included.  Your post will include your name, the passage, and a full reference for the reading from which it was taken, including the page number(s).  References should follow Chicago Author-Date style.
Plant and Garden Journals
Your journal needs to be kept consistently through the first half of the quarter.  Your journals could be kept in electronic form or they could be scanned copies of physical journals.  By the end of week 6 of the class you need to have completed 10 entries (approximately 2 per week).  Your entries should be the result of at least 20 minutes writing and need to include some that document action, some that are reflection, or a mixture of both.  Active engagements involve being with, working with, or ingesting plants.  Perhaps you’ll pay attention to and document sensory interactions (What does this place or this plant smell like?  What do you hear in this garden?).  It could document how you harvested or tended a plant, or perhaps you’ll try different preparations of plant foods to see what they taste like.  You could sketch a plant or garden or document the plants you encounter in a walk around your block.  Reflection entries would be more contemplative, such as exploring key moments in your life history with plants or recalling an interaction with a gardener.  Another type of reflection would be to draw together an experience and a class reading or class conversation.  For many entries, you may find that graphic data enriches your observations or reflections.  That could include maps, sketches, photographs, even pressed plant material. 
On September 29, you will digitally turn in your journals for a first review.  You should have at least three entries by that time.  Your journals will be returned with comments and a preliminary grade.  You should continue journaling regularly through the sixth week of class, completing 10 entries.  
After completing your 10 journal entries, you should read them all again and write up a final reflection on your journal entries.  That reflection may include patterns that revealed themselves across entries, your changing ideas about plant/body/garden/landscape, how your journaling shaped your class experience, and/or key ideas from class that shaped your engagements.

Individual or Group Project
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Your research assignment for this class is to engage in an anthropology of gardening informed by our course readings and conversations.  You have a wide array of projects in which you could engage, so conversations with the instructor about your interests and goals will be key.  We will be hosting a number of guest speakers who work with garden organizations.  Many of them could use your expertise and/or labor via an applied anthropology project.  Perhaps you have a beloved gardener in your life.  You could take an oral history or have them tour you through their garden (virtually is fine!).  Maybe there’s a plant you’d like to know more about. You could do research on its history, or try out different kinds of tending methods.  Maybe you can create a recipe that incorporates your heritage or the edible landscape in which you live now.  Are you interested in the archaeology of gardens?  You could synthesize research on a plant or garden.  Do you have access to a garden?  You could observe how people move through or interact with it or study its social history.
There are a number of milestones for this project.  

1) Before Oct 7, you will need to meet (remotely or in person) with the instructor to discuss your possible research topic.  
2) By midnight on Oct 19, you will upload your draft research project proposal to Canvas.  That draft proposal should:


A) Describe the phenomena you’ll be engaging with,

B) Identify three key goals of the project,


C) Outline your proposed method(s) of investigation

D) Identify key resources (primary and/or secondary sources, informants, etc) you either have or intend to consult.

3) During class on Oct 20, you will be placed into small groups based on your projects to review each other’s proposals.  
4) Based on the workshop and additional research you may need to do, you will refine your draft and prepare a final research project proposal.  The final proposal needs to be uploaded to Canvas by noon on Oct 23.  
5) Before November 17, you will upload a draft of your research poster.  On November 19 (the final day of class) students will workshop those drafts, sharing feedback with their peer review groups.  
6) By noon on December 2 you will turn in your final poster to Canvas.
Anthropology of Gardening Readings
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Erickson, Clark L. 2013. "Raised Fields as Monumental Farmed Landscapes, Lake Titicaca, South America." In Sourcebook for Garden Archaeology: Methods, Techniques, Interpretations and Field Examples, edited by Amina-Aïcha Malek, 723-728. Bern, Switzerland: Peter Lang AG.

Flachs, Andrew. 2013. "Gardening as Ethnographic Research: Volunteering as a Means for Community Access."  Journal of ecological anthropology 16 (1):97. doi: 10.5038/2162-4593.16.1.8.

Hartmann-Shenkman, Anat, Mordechai E. Kislev, Ehud Galili, Yoel Melamed, and Ehud Weiss. 2014. "Invading a new niche: obligatory weeds at Neolithic Atlit-Yam, Israel."  Vegetation history and archaeobotany 24 (1):9-18. doi: 10.1007/s00334-014-0498-3.
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Online Resources
Your brain on plants: https://youtu.be/gK9mM5VFJvM 

What a plant learns: https://www.botany.one/2019/08/what-a-plant-learns-the-curious-case-of-mimosa-pudica/ 

Podcast on Food Justice: https://www.cultivatingplace.com/post/2018/11/01/leah-penniman-on-soul-fire-farm-farming-while-black
How to grow your own tea: https://www.gettystewart.com/favorite-herbs-for-tea-how-to-grow-your-own-tea-garden/  

Article on a cocktail garden: https://www.motherjones.com/food/2018/06/cocktails-gardening-plants-amy-stewart-drunken-botanist/
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