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THE ADOPTION OF RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
LEGISLATION AS A STATE POLICY RESPONSE

Explores a recent shift in criminal justice policy characterized by
rehabilitation, decarceration, and restoration of victims, offenders, and
communities.

The Question: What social, political,
and economic forces are driving the
spread of a new kind of justice policy?

The Method: A national statistical analysis
of "RJ" legislation and state-level data is contextualized
by two in-depth legislative case studies in landmark states.

The Findings: "RJ" adoptions are better predicted by social than economic forces and
are characterized by bipartisan support, grassroots advocacy, and policy entrepreneurs.
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