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COURSE DESCRIPTION

There is no single definition of what poetry is.  In fact, there are probably hundreds of definitions.  For the purposes of this course, a useful working definition is:

Poetry is literature that evokes a concentrated imaginative awareness of experience or a specific emotional response through language chosen and arranged for its meaning, sound and rhythm. 					

Britannica.com  

A song can be seen as:

…a composition made up of lyrics and music, with the intent of the lyrics being sung, for the purpose of producing a proportionate feeling or emotion in relation to a particular matter.

	John Guerra

The intermingling of words and melody has a historic potency.  It has a been going on for centuries, possibly back to emergence of language.  Both poetry and music provide a medium by which to express emotions and ideas.  They enable the speaker or writer a means of expressing himself or herself.

Since the main title of this course is Music Is Poetry, this premise will be shown by exploring the songs of nine singer-songwriters, most of whom you are likely familiar with.  Thus, the subtitle of the course is:  An Eclectic Selection Of Singer-Songwriters.  During the eight weeks of this course, we will examine what poetry is and explore the use of poetic devices in poems and songs.  We will do this through the compositions of the nine well-known singer-songwriters.  Our selection of the singer-songwriters is entirely subjective and we could just as well have selected completely different artists.  Make no mistake, we will present lots of music, all of it performed via audio presentation or video.  All the songs will be by the singer-songwriter(s) who wrote the song.  The selection of the songs assembled is, of course, also subjective and we hope you will not be offended if we have not included a favorite song by one of the artists we present in this course.  We hope to allow some time for discussion during each class.  The goal of his class is for all of us to learn.  Along the way, we hope you will also have fun and enjoy some good music.

THE WEEKLY PRESENTATIONS

Week 1:  Leonard Cohen, I Have Tried In My Way To Be Free

Week 2:  Jackson Browne, Let The Music Keep Our Spirits High

Week 3:  Kris Kristofferson, Freedom’s Just Another Word For Nothing Left To Lose

Week 4:  Joni Mitchell, Something’s Lost, But Something’s Gained, In Living Every Day

Week 5:  Sam Cooke, I Know A Change Gonna Come

Week 6:  John Lennon and Paul McCartney, And In The End, The Love You Take Is Equal To The Love You Make

Week 7:  Willie Nelson,  The Life I Love Is Making Music With My Friends

Week 8:  Bob Dylan, The Answer, My Friend Is Blowin’ In The Wind
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