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Western Colorado Foundation and Concentration Curriculum
2021-2023 Foundation Curriculum Checklist
Two-Year MSW Program

Fall Quarter
	☐ SOWK 4001 — Clinical Social Work Skills
	3 credits

	☐ SOWK 4020 — Integrated Social Work Practice for Social Justice
	4 credits

	☐ SOWK 4132 — Power, Privilege and Oppression 
	3 credits

	☐ SOWK 4150 — Foundation Field Seminar
	2 credits

	☐ SOWK 4950 — Foundation Field Internship
	3 credits

	Total: 15 credits



Winter Quarter
	☐ SOWK 4003 — Clinical Social Work Theory and Practice
	3 credits

	☐ SOWK 4006 — Human Behavior and the Social Environment
	3 credits

	☐ SOWK 4120 — Social Policy Analysis, Advocacy and Practice
	3 credits

	☐ SOWK 4150 — Foundation Field Seminar
	1 credit

	☐ SOWK 4950 — Foundation Field Internship
	3 credits

	Total: 13 credits



Spring Quarter
	☐ SOWK 4007 — Community/Macro Social Work Theory and Practice
	4 credits

	☐ SOWK 4201 — Evidence for Practice	
	3 credits

	☐ SOWK 4150 — Foundation Field Seminar
	1 credit

	☐ SOWK 4950 — Foundation Field Internship
	3 credits

	☐ Elective or concentration course
	Varies

	Total: 11+ credits


81 total credits are required for graduation. 
39 credits are required in the foundation curriculum.
42 credits are required in the concentration curriculum (see concentration curricula below) 
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Advanced Social Work Practice Concentration | Western Colorado
2021-2023 Concentration Curriculum Checklist | Two-Year MSW Program
Concentration Coordinator: Rachel Forbes
The Advanced Social Work Practice concentration prepares social workers to practice across the continuum of services that are provided in rural areas. Social workers interested in advanced social work practice are prepared to provide social work services at a micro, mezzo or macro level across a wide range of populations and settings to meet the needs of their community.  Additionally, social workers intervene in social justice issues impacting local populations through educational, management, program development, advocacy and policy work. This concentration emphasizes culturally responsive practice needed for the increasing diversity in communities locally and nationally.
Students engage in field education in a variety of settings such as community service and government agencies, health and hospice agencies, residential facilities, schools, child welfare settings and more.  Clients include individuals, families, groups and communities.  These placements can offer opportunities to gain skills in clinical interventions, care management, group work, program and policy development, advocacy, and administration.
The minimum credits required for the MSW degree is 81 for two-year students. 
Not all non-required courses will be offered to every cohort of students.



Theory for Practice Course (3 credits required)
Required  
[bookmark: Check1]|_|  SOWK 4320 – Theories and Practice of Family Systems Therapy
Methods/Skills Courses (9 credits required)  
Required 
|_|  SOWK 4330 – Assessment of Mental Health
|_|  SOWK 4401 – Integrated Health Care: Models and Practice
|_|  SOWK 4535 – Planning and Program Development
Policy and Program Advocacy Course (3 credits required)
Required
|_|  SOWK 4640 — Mental Health & Substance Use Policy
Research (3 credits required)
Required
|_|  SOWK 4900 – Methods for Evaluating Practice and Programs
Field Internship (12 credits minimum required)
Appropriate internships chosen in consultation with Field Team

Required
|_|  SOWK 4970 – Concentration Field 
Values for Practice Course (3 credits required)
Choose one of the following
|_| SOWK 4260 – Contemporary Issues in Western Colorado (recommended)
OR choose one of the following:
|_|  SOWK 4235 – Disproportionality & Disparity Across Systems
|_|  SOWK 4240 – Intergenerational Justice
|_|  SOWK 4751 – Global Relations & Poverty in Mexico
|_|  SOWK 4758 – Conservation SW in Kenya: Context, Empowerment, Sus…
|_|  SOWK 4762 – Bosnia in Transition: The Social Work Response
|_|  SOWK 4763 – Social Work & Social Justice: South Africa
|_|  SOWK 4790 – Human Sexuality
|_|  SOWK 4791 – Rural Child Welfare (required for Child Welfare Stipend)
|_|  SOWK 4971 – Experimental Class (as approved, titles vary)
|_|  SOWK 4990 – Special Topics (as approved, titles vary)
· Cultural Linguistic Competencies in Integrated Behavioral Health (required for CLIMB stipend)
· Prison Industrial Complex Abolition
· Digital Storytelling for Social Justice
· Non-violent/compassionate communication
· Social Justice and Community Music Making
· Black Lives Matter in Social Work
· Community Food Security and Food Justice
Elective Courses (9 credits required)
Qualifying Classes
· Any graduate-level social work course in any of the concentrations
· Up to 10 credits from other relevant graduate programs with approval of advisor and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Notes
· Certificate students will use elective slots to fulfill certificate requirements
· Students in pre-approved 15 credit hour concentration field placements, may take 3 additional field credits in place of an elective with Field Office approval and an exceptions form



|_|  Course Title: _____________________________________________*Taken in your first Spring term	Credits: ________
|_|  Course Title: ____________________________________________________________________	Credits: ________
|_|  Course Title: ____________________________________________________________________	Credits: ________


IMPORTANT NOTE: It is the student’s responsibility to meet all degree requirements. Students can track their progress using the Degree Audit in PioneerWeb. Please direct questions regarding the degree audit to GSSW’s Office of Academic Affairs. 
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