GSFF Meeting January 25, 2010

Departments Present:

Physics and Astronomy

Math

Geography

Computer Science

Art History

Human Communication

Biology

English

Anthropology

Psychology

Fine Arts
President’s Report: 

Welcome

Introductions

Agenda

Constitution and By Laws Handouts

Vice President’s Report: 

Forms to be e-mailed/application for funding 

Secretary Report: 
Thanks
Treasury Report: 
$ 3013.13 (this number may be off)
Interdisciplinary speakers for all the graduate students: 
Stephen Griffin spearheaded this project for GSFF. 
National renewable energy place

Steven Griffin talked about the presentation: 
Possible times: 

February 8th -11th or 15th -18th: One hour a short break then an hour on photovoltaic/solar energy? Dr. K

Are we interesting in persueing his speaking engagement?


-Do we want to do and if so when?


-Looking to move towards an interdisciplinary/outside influences

The Vote:

Vote on whether ot not to have the presentation was a go (yes).
-When? 
-Tuesday February 16th  4-6pm

Other Programs:

Patty: Are science and religion compatible?


-April; Dr. Platte and Dr. Brower (Chaplain).

-Conference times from all departments to help for future reference

Incomplete funding applications:


-Look to get information head of time 
-Bump the application notice up from the next quarter


-Go over the application before the problem arises

Graduate Experience Day:


-Graduates talking to undergraduates


-11:30 – 1:30; Wednesday the 27th
SASA/GVESS training:

Sign up on the website


Forward to the Department

Hockey tickets

Funding:

Sorry that she missed the meeting: Patty

A lot of the students in computer science would like to get money from the GSFF. 

Arts/Humanities only have money from GSAC and GSFF 
Only get funding from these places so there should be some suitable solution.

-Geography: No other funding except from GSFF and GSAC


-Student who gets funding shouldn’t get hat funding from GSFF


-Proposals: Should not fund proposals?



-Never had a problem before.


-Do we want proposal funding?
Advisor Reimbursed: Number of Graduate Students: 

Arts and Humanities: 139

Social Sciences: 207 

Math: 115

Computer science: 89

Problems for Funding:

Physics: Do not want to pay a fee that they are not getting anything back from; funding is through RA-ships.
Psychology: One award system; advisors have limited funding; no reimbursements.
Math: No funding or reimbursement; no advisor funding; conferences out of pocket.
English: Feldman fund is funding only after GSFF and GSAC; it doesn’t cover conferences.
Fine Arts: Doesn’t get anything; representative offered a letter from the director; 


-We shouldn’t bar departments from getting the funding.
Different departments have different needs.
Fine Arts: No conferences but have shows and residencies that need to be funded; what constitutes research/conferences. 
Can we collapse funding?
Change the structure?:
Implement research funding and collapse with the conference funding.

Amendment of the constitution?:


The collapsing would just be for conferences and research but not proposals?

Biology: How much money do we have? The funding is covered by the professor. Not out of pocket. They were being fair and not applying for funding because of fairness. 

Funded for things that you were not otherwise able to attend?


What would be the stipulations beyond that?

Can you cap the amount of conferences?

Do the current roles actually work already?

Does the ratio of the departments or the priory rule still exist?
Do we need to have an appropriations committee for anything that we decide to fund?
Can what exists already take care of the problem?


-Changing the stipulations?

-What are you being funded for?


-Should we collapse the conference and research together to have a total of $750?

What would be the differentiation between presenting and going? Going is in fact research. Research is reimbursed at the conference rate. In Fine Arts, the thesis would be reimbursed at the highest level. 

Again do we need an appropriations committee?
Vote:

Collapsing the funding for both research and conferences. YAY!
Appropriation Committee: NAY! 
Funding proposals is dead? YAY!
Next Meeting:

Funding applications clumping or allocate the money for the heavy quarters.

Changes taking place this quarter?


Immediately.  


