GSFF Meeting – September 27, 2013
· Introductions 

· GSFF Intro 

· Graduate Student Association (GSA), Graduate Student Government (GSG) 

· Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, Natural Science and Mathematics, Engineering

· Funding determined by student fees. Will be set by week 8. 

· Meeting Times 

· Another option would be Friday at 8AM, 3PM, 12PM? 
· Send out Doodle poll again to figure out common scheduling time for the next two meetings (6th and 9th week). Respond by Wednesday. 

· GSG Meeting Updates 

· Every other Wednesday at 10AM. Everyone can attend. 

· GSG Elections at the end of this quarter. After last year, the president stepped down and the director of communication did not come back to the university. 

· Vice president is open. Director of communications has interim but has to run for the position in the elections. 

· Upcoming events and funding – Increase events and engagement at the graduate level 

· Graduate Student Professional Development Grant (created 2 years ago) was ‘cut and lost’ but was brought back because of GSFF poll. 

· Increase graduate participation and make it a place where grad students can come together to network/join forces so that the university sees us as a group worth funding. 

· Workshops 

· October 4th CV writing workshop 9-10AM 

· Oct 24-27 – Taste of DU (free food and drink from the food carts) 

· January – Winter Fest, GSG will have scholarships to send grad students to the mountains to go skiing for a day 

· February 7th, 2014 – Graduate Research and Performance Summit 

· Putting together submissions and really looking to GSFF for these submissions as we are the main student body who produces this research 

· Looking for help – Committees for the different parts (i.e. reception, publicity, fundraising [goal is $10,000])

· Next meeting: Hoping that each GSA could donate $500

· GSFF funds attendees up to 19% and presenters up to 38% (or $266) and it is a reimbursement
· To qualify for GSPDG you have to be funded by your GSA. Tentatively renewed by 50%, associate provost and director of graduate studies 

· Need to make it clear why they should be giving us more money for this type of thing 

· Graduate Student Research Survey 

· Biggest difficulty is that they don’t know the different between the different types of conferences across disciplines. Do not feel as if they are well equipped to recognize who is doing the most prestigious work. 

· Want to both support the students and build a name for the university. 

· Want it to be done by the end of the quarter. Each discipline needs to fill it out (GSFF is 20 different departments)

· Having a list of conferences will help the admin to understanding the different important, prestigious conferences.

· GSPDG has only rejected applications if essential components were missed. 

· Need to do our best in all disciplines to fill the survey out as accurately as possible. 

· Have them done by the 9th week funding meeting

· Answer questions as best as you can in the way that suits you and your discipline 

· Bring survey next meeting to discuss any problems we may have to standardize as much as we possibly can.

· Note about possible changes to the funding process 

· For the past two years, it has been based on reimbursement contingent upon proof that you actually attended/presented with receipts and would reimburse with about a quarter lag. 

· Graduate Studies wants to change this to a grant process based on estimation so that the students can get a check beforehand.

· Paula mentioned that we could try to move to this model as well. We can all talk to decide if we wanted to move to the grant process. 
· Could we go about this without the precedent being set? 

· We have discussed this pre-approval process in the past and will go over this discussion next meeting. Lot of ‘what ifs’ that go along with this. 
· Could be an issue because we don’t know how much money we have all the time. 
· Will be put on the agenda next meeting. We should probably let graduate studies set this precedent before we start this. 

· Could set up 3 or 4 grants in a set amount  

