MUSEUMS AND PUBLIC CULTURE

ANTH 2600

Winter Term 2011 MW 2-3:50

Professor Christina Kreps




Office Hours 

Office 109 Sturm Hall
Wednesday 1-2:00 and by 
303.871.2688






 appointment

ckreps@du.edu
Course Description

Anthropologists do not just study people and their ways of life, or, culture. They also produce knowledge, about them, and make interpretations and representations of their cultures. Museums are arenas in which anthropologists represent cultures through objects, exhibits, educational programming, film, and other media. Museums are also public institutions and sites of public culture where cultural productions are constantly being challenged, debated, and negotiated. At issue are questions concerning diverse publics’ claims on culture, art and history, and the multiple ways these arenas are conceptualized, created, consumed, understood, and managed in democratic societies.

“Museums and Public Culture” introduces students to the historical and contemporary role of museums in anthropology and public culture, and the increasing importance of both in civic life. Through the analysis of case studies, museum visits, exercises in the University of Denver Museum of Anthropology, and film, students learn to critically evaluate cultural representations in museums as well as other sites of public culture such as archaeological and historical sites, monuments, and in the popular media. 

The course also introduces students to work in museum anthropology, the ethnography of museums, and museum studies based on the following premises: 

· Museum anthropology is a form of applied anthropology in which museums are a venue for making anthropological insights and knowledge accessible and relevant to the public. 

· Museums, as institutions of public culture, are a forum for exploring contemporary social issues and concerns. 

· The role of museums in society and civic engagement is at the core of contemporary museum anthropology and museology

Course Objectives

· educate students in how to be critically-minded producers and  consumers of cultural representations in museums and other sites of public culture

· familiarize students with museum anthropology and its significance to the field of anthropology

· introduce students to collections based research and basic museum functions
· familiarize students with professional codes of ethics, organizations, associations and literature in the field
· introduce students to the possibility of museum anthropology as a career path 
Texts 

Steve Conn. Do Museums Still Need Objects? Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.  2010

Elaine Gurian. Civilizing the Museum. London and New York: Routledge, 2006

Recommended

Michael Ames. Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia. 1992

Richard Kurin. Reflections of a Culture Broker. Views from the Smithsonian. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1997.

Additional readings posted on Blackboard 

Requirements

Attendance and participation. Includes coming to class having read the assigned readings for the week and being prepared to contribute to class discussion. We will also have weekly mini-quizzes on key words, concepts, issues, and ideas that are raised in the week’s readings. More than three unexcused absences will result in the lowering of final grade (10%)

Three class exercises (five points each) (15%)

Guided visit of Denver Art Museum and Denver Museum of Nature and Science and exhibit review, guidelines provided. Due 2/9 (20%)

Individual visit to museum and exhibit review and visitor observation (options: Museo de las Americas, Denver Museum of Nature and Science, or a history museum or historical house or park) Due before last week of class (20%)

Media watch report (10%)

Final take home essay exam. Due 3/11 (25 %)

No late assignments accepted without prior approval. One point will be taken off for each day that the assignment is late.

It is assumed that all students are familiar with and will abide by the University of Denver Honor Code regarding academic integrity. If you are not familiar with the Code please refer to www.du.edu/ccs/honorcode.html
Week I

Monday 1/3/11

Introductions and Overview of class

Watch: Riches, Rivals and Radicals. 100 Years of Museums in America and

Guillermo Gomez Pena and Coco Fusco “The Couple in the Cage”

Reading

Jan Burdick. Careers in Museums and Beyond. In Creative Careers in Museums. New York: Allworth Press, 2008, pp. 25-39.

Wednesday 1/5/11

Museum History and Definition

Reading

Michael Ames. The Development of Museums in the Western World. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press. 1992. pp. 15-24

Elaine Gurian. 2006. Choosing Among the Options. An Opinion about Museum Definition, pp. 48-56 and A Blurring of Boundaries, pp. 171-179 in Civilizing the Museum. London and New York: Routledge, 2006.

Timothy Ambrose and Crispin Paine. About Museums, Types of Museums, and The Case for Museums. In Museum Basics. London and New York: Routledge. 2006, pp.4-12

Tour of Denver University Museum of Anthropology

Week II

Monday 1/10/11

Museums and Public Culture

Reading

Richard Kurin. Prologue and Chapter 1. In Reflections of a Culture Broker. Pp. 1-26

Steve Conn. Introduction to Do Museums Still Need Objects? Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010, pp. 1-19 

(FOR NEXT WEEK: Watch  Ishi: The Last Yahi  on Course Media and write a one page response integrating points from course readings and for class discussion on 1/12)

Wednesday 1/12/11

Anthropology in Museums/Anthropology of Museums

Reading

Michael Ames. Introduction: The Critical Theory and Practice of Museums and What Can a Social Anthropologist Do in a Museum of Anthropology? In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press. 1992. pp. 3-14 and 38-48.

Steve Conn. From Chapter one, “Art versus Artifact: Anthropological Objects,” pp. 29-40

Discuss Ishi and turn in response paper

Week III

Monday 1/17

No Class. Observance of Martin Luther King Birthday

Wednesday 1/19

Collections and Curation

Reading

Elaine Gurian. What is the Object of this Exercise? A Meandering Exploration of the Many Meanings of Objects in Museums. In Civilizing the Museum, pp. 33-47

Richard Kurin. Making a Museum Object. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 57-70.

Steve Conn. Chapter 1, Do Museums Still Need Objects? Read 20-29, 48-57

Ambrose and Paine. Types of Collections., pp.134-137: Collecting and Field Documentation, pp. 144-146, Fieldwork and Record Centers, 146-148, Role of Collections in Research, 159-161. In Museum Basics.

Object exercise in DUMA collections (five points)

Week IV

Monday 1/24/11

Museum Ethics/Repatriation

Case study: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA)

Reading

Conn, Chapter 2, Whose Objects? Whose Culture? The Contexts of Repatriation, pp.58-79

Richard Hill. Regenerating Identity: Repatriation and the Indian Frame of Mind. In Museums and Their Communities. S. Watson, ed. Leicester Readers in Museum Studies, 2007, pp. 313-323

Gurian. Repatriation in Context. Pp. 194-199

Watch: Science or Sacrilege in class

Wednesday 1/26/11

Museums, Exhibitions, and Objects as Media of Communication

Reading

Eilean Hooper-Greenhill. Culture and Meaning in the Museum. In Museums and the Interpretation of Visual Culture. London and New York: Routledge. 2000, pp.1-22

Serena Nanda. Using a Museum as a Resource for Ethnographic Research. In Doing Cultural Anthropology. Projects for Ethnographic Data Collection. M. V. Angrosino, ed. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 2002, pp. 71-80.

Representing your own culture in class group exercise (five points)

Week V

Monday 1/31/11 and Wednesday 2/2/11

Cultural Representation in Museums

Case study: Representation of Native American art and culture

Reading

Michael Ames. How Anthropologists Stereotype Other People. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. pp. 49-58

Richard Hill. The Museum Indian: Still Frozen in Time. Museum News. May/June 2000.

Nancy Marie Mithlo. “They’ve Got It All Wrong.” Uses and Abuses of Indian Representations,” “I Know What’s Going On,” and Appendix One. In “Our Indian Princess: Subverting the Stereotype.” Santa Fe, NM: School of Advanced Research, 208, pp. 121-157. 

Watch: The Shadow Catcher. Edward S. Curtis and the North American Indian or Coming to Light on Course Media 

We will visit the Denver Museum of Nature and Science Crane Hall on Monday and the Denver Art Museum Native Galleries on Wednesday. Complete readings and watch videos in preparation for visits. These visits will be the basis of your museum review assignment, due 2/9

Week VI 

Monday 2/7/11

Native American Cultural Centers and Museums

Reading

Karen Coody Cooper. Introduction: American Indians, Museums and Protest and Chapter IV, Claiming Our Own Places. In Spirited Encounters American Indians Protest Museum Policies and Practices. Alta Mira Press, 2008, pp. 1-14 and 137-141

Kreps, C. Reclaiming the Spirit of Culture. In Liberating Culture: Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Museums, Curation and Heritage Preservation. Routledge, 2003. pp. 79-113

Watch: Gift from the Past: The Makah Cultural Center and Museum on Course Media
Watch: Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian: Native Voice in class

Wednesday 2/9/11

Museums and Diversity

Reading

Richard Kurin. 1997. Debating Racially and Culturally Specific Museums. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 94-108

Conn, Chapter 2, History, Heritage, Museums and Objects, pp. 40-48

Jan Nederveen Pieterse. Multiculturalism and Museums. In Heritage, Museums, and Galleries. Gerard Corsane, ed. London: Routledge, 2005, pp. 163-183

Case Study: Museums as Places for Intercultural Dialogue (MAPforID)

Museum visit option #1: Museo de las Americas and review

Week VII

Monday 2/14/11

Museum Education and the Visitor

Conn, Chapter 4, Where Have All the Grown-Ups Gone?, pp.138-171

Franz Boas. Some Principles of Museum Administration. Science, n.s. 25 (650): 921-33

George Hein. Museum Education. In Museum Studies Companion. Sharon MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 340-342

Museum visit option #2: Denver Museum of Nature and Science (science or natural history exhibit)

Wednesday 2/16/11

Museums and Intangible Cultural Heritage: Curating Living Culture 

Reading

D. Fairchild Ruggles and Helaine Silverman. From Tangible to Intangible Heritage. In Intangible Heritage Embodied. D. Fairchild Ruggles and Helaine Silverman, eds. London and New York: Springer, 2009, pp.1-14.

C. Kreps. Indigenous Curation, Museums, and Intangible Cultural Heritage. In Intangible Heritage. L. Smith and N. Akagawa, eds. London: Routledge, 2009, pp. 193-208

Case study: The Dayak Ikat Weaving Project, West Kalimantan (Indonesian Borneo)

Week VIII

Monday 2/21/11

Memorials, Monuments, and Museums

Reading

Paul Williams. A Very Different Proposition: Introducing the Memorial Museum. In Memorial Museums: The Global Rush to Commemorate Atrocities. Oxford and New York: Berg. 2007, pp. 1-23. 

Tiffany Jenkins. Victims Remembered. In Museums and Their Communities. Sheila Watson, ed. London and New York: Routledge. 2007, pp.448-451

Terence Duffy. The Holocaust Museum Concept. In Museums and Their Communities. Sheila Watson, ed. London and New York: Routledge. 2007, 452-456

Erika Doss. Memorial Mania. Fear, Anxiety and Public Culture. Museum News. March/April, 2008.

Guest speaker

Wednesday 2/23/11

History and Heritage  
Reading

Steven Hoelscher. Heritage. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 198-218

Thomas Schlereth. Collecting Ideas and Artifacts: Common Problems and History Museums and History Texts. In Museum Studies. An Anthology of Contexts. B. Carbonell, ed. London: Blackwell, 2004, pp. 335-347 

Week IV

Monday 2/28/11

Archaeology and Public Culture

Reading

C. Holtorf. “Archaeology as Popular Culture,” “Authenticity,” and “The Past as a Renewable Resource.” In From Stonehenge to Las Vegas. Archaeology as Popular Culture. Walnut Creek: Altamira Press, 2005.

Suggested: Troy Lovata. The Fake Anasazi of Manitou Springs. In Inauthentic Archaeologies. Public Uses and Abuses of the Past. Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press, 2007, pp. 49-76.

Guest speaker Professor Dean Saitta

Wednesday 3/2/11

The Protection and Rescuing of Cultural Property

Reading

Matthew Bogdanos. Casualties of War: The Looting of the Iraq Museum. Museum News. March/April 2006.

Susan Breitkopf. Lost: The Looting of Iraq’s Antiquities. Museum News. January/February 2007.

Watch The Rape of Europa. Written response to film five points.

Final exam questions distributed. Due 3/11 

Week X

Monday 3/7/11

Museums, Social Responsibility and Civic Engagement

Reading

Elaine Gurian. The Museum as a Socially Responsible Institution, pp. 69-81, The Opportunity for Social Service, pp. 82-87, Function Follows Form: How Mixed-Use Spaces in Museums Builds Community, pp. 99-114, in Civilizing the Museum

Conn, Chapter 6, Museums, Public Space, and Civic Identity, pp. 197-232

Wednesday 3/9/11

The Future of the Museum 

Reading

Robert Archibald. Community Choices, Museum Concerns. In Museum Philosophy for the Twenty-first Century. Hugh Genoways, ed. New York, Oxford, Toronto: Altamira Press, 2006, 267-274.

Kurin. The New Study and Curation of Culture. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 

265-286

Eilean Hooper-Greenhill. The Post-Museum. A New Museum Concept. In Museums and the Interpretation of Visual Culture. London and New York: Routledge. 2000, pp. 152-153

Final essay exam due 3/11
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