A Process for Ethical Decision Making

· Assume posture of impartiality, rationality, and consistency

· What are the relevant and critical facts?

Who are the key players and decision makers?

Who will be affected by the decision?

What are the key events?

What relevant background information is there?

· What significant harm is possible in the situation?

Who will be harmed and who will benefit in the situation?

How significant is the potential harm?

· What are relevant ethical norms, standards, or principles that are at stake?

What duties or obligations hold in the situation?

What rights can be claimed in the situation?

What issues of justice are relevant?

What virtues seem to be important?

· What are the alternative courses of action available?

· Tests in evaluating the selected alternative:

Does the choice respect the rights of those involved?

Does the choice respect the dignity of others?

Does the choice produce the greatest happiness for those affected?

Does the choice fairly or justly distribute the benefits and burdens?

Does the choice reflect the appropriate virtues needed?

