ANTHROPOLOGY: GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES

SOCS 1010

Winter Term 2002

TTH 1-2:50

Instructor: Christina Kreps





Office: Sturm 140

Office Hours: TTH 10-12:00





Phone: 303-871-2688

Or by appointment






ckreps@du.edu

Course Description

Anthropology is the study of humankind through time and space. It provides a framework for understanding how humans have evolved as a species, and the complexities of human biological and cultural diversity. The course addresses what it means to have an “anthropological perspective,” and how such a perspective is relevant to helping solve contemporary problems.    

Course Objectives

· To introduce students to anthropological concepts, discoveries, and research methods 
· To promote cross-cultural awareness and understanding
· To foster critical thinking 
· To help students develop analytical, writing, and communication skills appropriate to the social sciences
Course Format

Class time will be divided between lecture and section group discussion. Students are expected to actively participate in class and group discussions. Therefore, assigned readings and exercises should be completed prior to class unless otherwise noted.

Required Texts

Conrad P. Kottak. 2002. Anthropology: The Exploration of Human Diversity. New York: McGraw-Hill. Ninth Edition.

Aaron Podolefsky and Peter Brown. 2001. Applying Cultural Anthropology. New York: McGraw-Hill. Fifth Edition.

W.R. Geddes. 1969. Nine Dayak Nights. London: Oxford University Press. 

Texts can be purchased at the DU bookstore.

Course Requirements

Exercises and writing assignments. Instructions will be provided for each exercise or assignment. 35% of grade (7 exercises worth five points each for 35 points total)

In-class midterm and final. 50% of grade (25 points each) 

Primate zoo observation exercise. 15% of grade (15 points total)

All assignments must be turned in on their due date unless previous arrangements have been made with the instructor. Points will be taken off for assignments turned in late.

Week I

Thursday 1/3/02

Introduction to course

Week II

Tuesday 1/8/02

Pre-Assessment Exercise

What is anthropology?

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 1, pp. 2-28 (Critical Thinking Questions [CTQ] 1, 2, 3)

Podolefsky/Brown. Introduction, pp. 1-4

Thursday 1/10/02

Anthropological research methods

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 2, pp. 32-56 (CTQs 1, 6, 8, 9, and 12)

Podolefsky/Brown, “Letter from Peri-Manus II,’’ pp. 9-12 and “Tricking and Tripping: Fieldwork on Prostitution in the Era of AIDS,” pp. 13-20

Observation assignment handed out. Due 1/15

Week III

Tuesday 1/15/02

Evolution and Genetics

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 3, Evolution and Genetics, pp. 60-82

Writing assignment: 2 page essay on creationism vs. evolution and human cloning. Due 1/17

Thursday 1/17/02

The Primates

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 4, pp. 84-111

Video: The New Chimpanzees

Observation of primates at zoo exercise handed out. Due 2/5

Week IV

Tuesday 1/22/02

Early Hominids and Modern Humans

Reading

Kottak Chapters 6 & 7, pp. 136-186 

Paleoanthropology lab exercise

Thursday 1/24/02

Agriculture and the Early Cities and States

Reading

Kottak Chapters 9&10, pp. 210-262

Review for midterm

Week V

Tuesday 1/29/02

In-class midterm exam

Thursday 1/31/02

Culture and Ethnicity

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 11 and 12, pp. 266-310 (CTQs 6, 8, 12 of Chapter 11 and 1, 8, 10 of Chapter 12)

Writing assignment: 2 page essay on either bilingualism and multiculturalism in K-12 schools, or, on the issue of cultural relativism and human rights. Due 2/5

Week VI

Tuesday 2/5/02

Human Diversity and the Question of Race

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 8, pp. 188-208 (CTQs 1, 7, 8, 10)

Podolefsky/Brown. “Race without Color,” pp. 107-113 and “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” pp. 117-120

Thursday 2/7/02

Language and Communication

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 13, pp. 314-340 (CTQs 4, 6, 7, 8)

Podolefsky/Brown. “A Cultural Approach to Male-Female Miscommunication,” pp. 47-57

Week VII

Tuesday 2/12/02

Economic and Political Systems

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 14, pp. 344-371 and Chapter 17, pp. 424-454 (CTQs 1, 7, 9 of Chapter 14 and 2, 13 of Chapter 17)

Thursday 2/14/02

Families, Kinship, and Descent

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 15, pp. 372-420 and Chapter 18, pp. 458-482

Section exercise: Making a family kinship and genealogy chart

Week VIII

Tuesday 2/19/02

Religion and the Arts

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 19, pp. 486-512 and Chapter 20, pp. 516-539

Videos: Bali: The Mask of Rangda 

Writing assignment: 2 page essay on the relationship between religion and art in Bali. Due 2/21

Thursday 2/21/02

Ethnographic Case Study: The Dayaks of Borneo

Reading

Geddes. Nine Dayak Nights, pp. ix-58

Week IX

Tuesday 2/26/02

Reading

Nine Dayak Nights, pp.59-142

Thursday 2/28/02

Colonialism and Development

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 22, pp. 571-592 

Podolefsky/Brown. “The Price of Progress,” pp. 290-299

Video: The Goddess and the Computer

Week X

Tuesday 3/5/02

Cultural Exchange and Survival

Reading

Kottak. Chapter 23, pp. 596-617

Podolefsky/Brown. “Two Rights Make a Wrong: Indigenous Peoples Versus Environmental Protection Agencies,” pp. 90-98

Video: Blowpipes and Bulldozers

Thursday 3/7/02

Applied Anthropology

Reading

Kottak Chapter 24, pp. 620-643

Podolefsky/Brown. “Anthropology in Education: Pushing the Frontier of Social Reform,” pp. 181-186

Student applied anthropology project. Due in class for discussion in section

Week XI

Tuesday 3/12/02

Review for final

Assessment and Course evaluations

Final 3/14 at 1:00 p.m.
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