PAGE  

Working in Museums

ANTH 4744

Fall 2006, TTH 10:00 – 11:50

Professor: Christina Kreps





Phone: 303-871-2688

Office: Sturm 109






ckreps@du.edu
Office Hours: TTH 1:30 to 3:00 or by appointment  
Course Description

“Working in Museums” introduces students to the world of museums, and the applied side of museum studies. It provides an overview of basic museum functions through course readings, guest lectures, and museum visits. The objectives of the course are to:

· Provide an historical and analytical perspective on the field of museum studies
· Introduce students to the main areas of museum work (e.g., collections, education, research, conservation, etc.)
· Familiarize students with professional codes of ethics, organizations, associations and literature in the field
· Prepare students for professional work in a museum or other cultural institution, organization or agency
Required Texts 

Timothy Ambrose and Crispin Paine. Museum Basics. London and New York: Routledge, 2006 (2nd edition)
Richard Kurin. Reflections of a Culture Broker. A View from the Smithsonian. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1997.

Elaine Heumann Gurian. Civilizing the Museum. London and New York: Routledge, 2006. 
Texts are available for purchase at the DU bookstore. Additional readings available in the anthropology office.  

Recommended

Michael Ames. Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1992. 

Class Format

Class discussion of readings, guest lectures, and visits to local museums. Please dress appropriately (e.g., no tank tops, shorts, flip flops, etc.) on the days we visit museums. The people you will meet are part of your professional network and potential employers.
Course Requirements

Resource Notebook. The Resource Notebook is compiled throughout the term. It should contain critical reflections on readings, class discussions, and guest presentations in addition to reports on museum visits (all in a narrative form). You should also include materials gathered during museum visits or guest lectures (e.g., brochures, handouts, forms) as well as miscellaneous items of individual interest (e.g. newspaper articles, references, source materials). Be creative and include whatever you find relevant to the course and your particular interests. 40% of grade. Notebook midterm review 10/12. Final work due 11/23
Pre and Post-course evaluative essay. 20% of grade (10 points each). Due 9/14 and 11/16
Visitor observation and exhibit evaluation exercise. 20%. Due 11/7
Position tracking. This exercise involves tracking a particular museum position such as curator, registrar, educator, etc., throughout the quarter in professional publications such as AVISO or on-line job listings. The objective is to become familiar with job titles, qualifications, frequency or availability, geographical distribution, salary range, etc. of positions in the field. Findings will be presented at the end of the term to the class. 20% of grade. Due 11/14
Week I 

Tuesday 9/12
Overview of course and Museum Studies Handbook. 

Hand out pre-evaluative essay questions. Due in class 9/14

Thursday 9/14
Museum Studies and the Museum Profession.

Philip D. Spies. Museum Studies. Are they doing their job? Museum News. 1996, 75(6).

Sharon MacDonald. Expanding Museum Studies: An Introduction. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006. pp. 1-12
Elaine H. Gurian. Introduction. Reflections on 35 Years in the Museum Field. In Civilizing the Museum, pp. 1-8

Richard Kurin. Prologue and Chapter 1. In Reflections of a Culture Broker. Pp. 1-26

Week II

Tuesday 9/19
Museum History and Definition

Museum Basics, pp. 2-14
Elaine Gurian. 2006. Choosing Among the Options. An Opinion about Museum Definition, pp. 48-56 and A Blurring of Boundaries, pp. 171-179 in Civilizing the Museum
David Carr. A Museum is an Open Work. In The Promise of Cultural Institutions. Walnut Creek: Altamira Press, 2003, pp. 1-16

Michael Ames. The Development of Museums in the Western World. Tensions between Democratization and Professionalization. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1992, pp. 15-24

Jane Glaser and Artemis Zenetou. Museums Today and Tomorrow. In Museums: A Place to Work. London and New York: Routledge, 1996, pp. 231-256
Thursday 9/21
Museums, Community, and Civic Engagement
Elaine Gurian. The Museum as a Socially Responsible Institution, pp. 69-81, The Opportunity for Social Service, pp. 82-87, Function Follows Form: How Mixed-Use Spaces in Museums Builds Community, pp. 99-114, in Civilizing the Museum
David Carr. Museums and the Public Trust. In The Promise of Cultural Institutions. Walnut Creek: Altamira Press, 2003, pp. 55-68

Ellen Hirzy. Mastering Civic Engagement: A Report from the American Association of Museums. In Mastering Civic Engagement: A Challenge to Museums. American Association of Museums: Washington, D.C., 2002, pp.9-20

Ron Chew. Advocates or Curators of Advocacy? Taking Action. Museum News. March/April 2004, pp. 39-43

Week III

Tuesday 9/26
Objects, Collecting, and Collections

Sharon MacDonald. Collecting Practices. In Companion to Museum Studies. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 81-97
Elaine Gurian. What is the Object of this Exercise? A Meandering Exploration of the Many Meanings of Objects in Museums. In Civilizing the Museum, pp. 33-47
Richard Kurin. Making a Museum Object. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 57-70
Museum Basics. Units 41-50 

Thursday 9/28
Material Culture and Its Interpretation

Victor Buchli. Introduction. In The Material Culture Reader. Oxford and New York: Berg Publishers. 2002, pp. 1-23

Hans Jorg Furst. Material Culture Research and the Curation Process. In Museum Studies in Material Culture. Susan Pearce, ed. Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1991, pp. 97-110

Kreps, C. Curatorship as Social Practice. Curator 46/3, 2003, pp. 311-323.

Week IV

Tuesday 10/3
Visit Denver Museum of Nature and Science Department of Anthropology, Isabel Tovar, Curator of Collections

Thursday 10/5
Museum Basics. Units 41-50
Object exercise in DUMA collections

Week V

Tuesday 10/10
Anthropology in Museums

John Terrell. Disneyland and the Future of Museum Anthropology. American Anthropologist. 1991: 93(1):149-152 

William Honan. 1990. Say Goodbye to the Stuffed Elephants. New York Times. (not in packet)

Richard Kurin. What’s with Anthropology? In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 83-93

Michael Ames. Dilemmas of the Practical Anthropologist: Public Service versus Professional Interests., pp. 25-37, and What Could a Social Anthropologist Do in a Museum of Anthropology? The Anthropology of Museums and Anthropology, pp.38-48. Are Museums or Anthropology Necessary? Pp, 98-110. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. 

Thursday 10/12
Museum Ethics

Museum Basics. ICOM Code of Ethics, pp. 14-16

American Association of Museums Code of Ethics (handout)

Tristam Besterman. Museum Ethics. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 431- 441

Gary Edson. Ethics and the Profession. In Museum Ethics. London and New York: Routledge, 1997, pp. 18-35

Turn in Resource Notebook for midterm review

Week VI

Tuesday 10/17 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

Amareswar Galla.Indigenous Peoples, Museums and Ethics. In Museum Ethics. London and New York: Routledge, 1997, pp.142-154.

Museum News. NAGPRA at Ten. September/October, 2000

Jack Trope and Walter Echo-Hawk. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. Background and Legislative History. In The Future of the Past: Archeologists, Native Americans, and Repatriation. Tamara Bray, ed. New York and London: Garland Publishers, 2001, pp. 9-34.

Elaine Gurian. Repatriation in Context. Pp. 194-199

Video presentation and discussion

Science or Sacrilege? 

Thursday 10/19
Diversity in Museums and Museum Practice

Nancy Parezo and Margaret Hardin. In the Realm of the Muses. In Hidden Scholars. Women Anthropologists and the Native American Southwest. Nancy Parezo, ed. Albequerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1995, pp. 270-293 

Robert Sullivan. Evaluating the Ethics and Consciences of Museums. In Gender Perspectives. Jane R. Glazer and Artemis Zenetou, eds. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1994, pp. 100-107

Richard West. American Museums in the 21st Century. Humanities Research, 2002, 9(1):57-62.

Christina Kreps. Non-Western Models of Museums and Curation in Cross-Cultural Perspective. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 457-472.

Week VII
Tuesday 10/24
Visitor Studies: Access and Education

Museum Basics. Units 7,8, 9, 12-20, 70

Michael Ames. De-Schooling the Museum: A Proposal to Increase Public Access to Museums and Their Resources. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes, pp. 89-97

Eilean Hooper-Greenhill. Studying Visitors. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 362-376

Sharon MacDonald. The Enigma of the Visitor Sphinx. From Museum Visitor Studies in the 90s. Sandra Bicknell and Graham Farmelo, eds. London: Science Museum, 1993.

Thursday 10/26
Exhibits and Exhibition Evaluation
Museum Basics, Units 22-26, 29, 30-34

American Association of Museums. Standards for Museum Exhibitions and Indicators of Excellence.
Visitor Ancient Voices at the Colorado History Museum. Tour by Bridget Ambler, Curator of Material Culture.
Week VIII

Tuesday 10/31
Education  in Museums
John H. Falk, Lynn Dierking, and Marianna Adams. Living in a Learning Society: Museums and Free Choice Learning. In Museum Studies Companion. S. MacDonald, ed. Pp. 323-339

George Hein. Museum Education. In Museum Studies Companion. S. MacDonald, ed., pp. 340- 352

E. Gurian. Answers to the Ten Questions I am Most Often Asked. In Civilizing the Museum, Pp. 137-149 and Noodling Around with Exhibition Opportunities, pp. 150-161

Thursday 11/2
Visit the Denver Art Museum. Presentation by Heather Nielsen, Master Teacher, Native Arts Department

Week IX

Tuesday 11/7
Museum management
Museum Basics, Units 77-89
Visit Molly Brown History House. Tour and presentation by Kerri Atter. 
Thursday 11/9
Heritage and Cultural Policy

Steven Hoelsher. Heritage. In Companion to Museum Studies, pp. 198-218
Richard Kurin. Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in the 2003 UNESCO Convention: A Critical Appraisal. Museum. 2004. 56(1-2): 66-77.
C. Kreps. Indigenous Curation as Intangible Cultural Heritage: Thoughts on the Relevance of the 2003 UNESCO Convention. Theorizing Cultural Heritage. A Fellowship Program at the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation. Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage. 2005. Vol 1(2)3-8.

Post-evaluative essay questions handed out 
Week X

Tuesday 11/14
Career and Professional Development

Patrick Boylan. The Museum Profession. In Companion to Museum Studies, S. MacDonald, ed. Pp. 415-429

Richard Kurin. The New Study and Curation of Culture, 265-285

Michael Ames. Cannibal Tours, Glass Boxes and the Politics of Interpretation, pp. 139-150, and Museums in the Age of Deconstruction, pp. 151-168
Discussion of position tracking exercise

Thursday 11/16
E. Gurian. Singing and Dancing at Night. In Civilizing the Museum, pp. 200-206

Charles Saumarez Smith. The Future of the Museum. In Companion to Museum Studies, pp. 543-554

Post-evaluative essay due

Resource Notebooks due Tuesday, 11/23 by 5:00 p.m. 
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