Some Thoughts on Dissertation Writing (based on Fetterman 2010)

Writing your dissertation will include much revising and editing.  Writing is both mechanical and artistic.  Good writing takes time.
Proper organization can reduce the time necessary to write drafts of your study, but revising and polishing take additional time and a tremendous amount of effort.  Time should also be allocated for review by your advisor, critical friends, and/or colleagues.

Some people need intermittent large blocks/chunks of time in which to write. Others rely on regular short burst of activity (30-120 minutes) and do very well.  Choose an option that is right for you and stick to it.
Use these questions to guide your work.

· Do your paragraphs fit in the right organizational or conceptual sequence? Do your titles catch the reader’s eye and remain honest?
· Are your sentences grammatical?  Does your phrasing capture the imagination of the reader while remaining scientific?
· Are your examples compelling and precise?
· Do you pay attention to detail, including proofing your drafts before inviting feedback from your professor?
· Do your citations correspond to references?
· Bottom line: Is your work cogent, conceptually coherent, and comprehensive, but concise?
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