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Mass bleaching has killed on average 35% 
of corals on the northern and central Great 
Barrier Reef, according to the latest 
estimates.

Scientists based their estimate on surveys 
on the World Heritage listed area over the 
last few months, says the ARC Centre of 
Excellence for Coral Reef Studies. 

“This year is the third time in 18 years that 
the Great Barrier Reef has experienced 
mass bleaching due to global warming, and 
the current event is much more extreme 
than we’ve measured before,” says 
professor Terry Hughes at James Cook 
University.

May 2016

Business Insider, Australia



http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/09/3
0/



“Our findings suggest that there is a climate 
change ‘spiral of silence,’ in which even people 
who care about the issue, shy away from 
discussing it because they so infrequently hear 
other people talking about it – reinforcing the 
spiral. ”

Anthony Leiserowitz, Yale University



STUDENT RECRUITMENT

 23% said this would 
"strongly" or "very much" 
contribute to school 
choice.

Was your decision affected by the University’s 
commitment to the environment?

The Princeton Review’s 2013 College Hopes & Worries Survey





All members of the [Faculty Senate divestment] 
committee agree divestment is only one of a number of 
responses to the global climate crisis, and we believe 
the University should proceed aggressively to confront 
that crisis. In addition to divestment, there is much we 
can do. Should the University decide to divest, 
divestment alone would be an incomplete response to 
the climate crisis.

Faculty Senate Resolution, May 16 2016





A GROWING PRIORITY FOR FUNDING 
AGENCIES

Federal research agencies have identified 
Sustainability as a defining issue of the 21st C.

Explosive growth of sustainability science as 
research field since 1980s
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Bettencourt & Kaur, 2011, Proceedings of the National Academies of Sciences







We believe colleges and universities must exercise leadership in 
their communities and throughout society by providing the 
knowledge, research, practice, and informed graduates
to create a positive and sustainable future. Along with other 
aspects of sustainability, campuses that address the climate 
challenge by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and by
integrating resilience into their curriculum, research, and 
campus operations will better serve their students and meet 
their social mandate to help create a vital, ethical, and
prosperous civil society.

http://secondnature.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Climate-Commitment-Second-
Nature.pdf
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STARS SCOPE

• Academics
• Curriculum
• Research

• Engagement
• Campus Engagement
• Public Engagement

• Operations
• Air & Climate
• Buildings
• Dining Services
• Energy
• Grounds
• Purchasing
• Transportation

• Waste
• Water

• Planning and 
Administration

• Coordination, Planning, 
& Governance

• Diversity & Affordability
• Health, Wellbeing & 

Work
• Investment

• Innovation











A Question of Resources? – Not Really







For Example – Proposed Transformational Sustainability 
Initiatives 2015

1. Solar Partnerships and Energy Fund Revitalization – Revenue 
Positive (Demonstrated)

2. Multimodal Transportation Hub – Revenue Positive (Long-Term)

3. DU Partnership in Metropolitan Denver Greenspace Alliance –
Minimal Cost

4. DU Farm to Table Initiative – Minimal Cost

5. Sustainability Masters Degree or Certificate – Revenue Positive


