	T, Sept 9
	Course objectives, expectations, reading/writing assignments, grading; 
Dr. B’s Presentation Recipe “Mars Basics” (or “How to Make a Power Point Presentation”), also group work on presentations.   Assignment: power point presentation – 5 groups of 2 (and one of 3), subjects will be events in the history of Mars science up to the Mariner 4 mission in 1965.

Class to use www.nasa.gov and www.reference.com as chief sources of information.  

	Th, Sept 11
	Movie – “War of the Worlds” (1953) – write a short paper describing the movie, and what you think it has to do with the course, due Sept 18.  Work in class on presentations.

	T, Sept 16

	read TGTM pp 3-36 this week, Mars history presentations, Discussion of the content and process of presentations  

	Th, Sept 18

	Finish presentations; beginning of Mariner and Viking histories (Dr. B’s presentation) Viking mission – assign presentations from Martin Marietta pamphlet, one each on atmosphere and weather, biology, organics, floods and mineralogy, to be supplemented with internet and library research and your textbook. BCSSE administration from 1-1:50 pm.

	T, Sept 23
NOT HERE
	Guest speaker in Dr. B’s absence Patricia O’Keefe – Career Center Presentation.  Personal position paper.  Evaluate the statement “The more I know about the Universe, the more I know about myself”. 2 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt font.  Due Sept 30.  Work on next presentations in/during class.

	Th, Sept 25 NOT HERE
	Melissa Martinez – Academic Advising.  Work on papers and/or presentations.

	T, Sept 30
	Viking presentations, evaluations of presentation, summary of Viking results

	Th. Oct 2
	Celebration of Sputnikday (51 years, Oct 4), finish presentations, discussion of Viking biology experiments

	T, Oct 7
	Mid-term exam on previous work, Lowell to Viking, in class discussion of Universe essay and rewrite due 16 October (read pp MWWP 407-417 for next time)

	W, Oct 8
	Dinner with the Chancellor – 6-8:30 pm or so

	Th. Oct 9*
	Discussion of gap between Viking mission (1975) and Pathfinder and Global Surveyor missions (1996) – ALH84001 meteorite and declarations of life on Mars (also 1996), library tour – meet at Penrose entrance at 10 am

	T, Oct 14
	Extremophilic bacteria and Bombardier beetles: were the Viking conclusions wrong??  How do we find what we don’t know we’re looking for?

	Th. Oct 16
	Comparison of geological timelines for Earth and Mars, Recent and Current Mars Missions presentations assigned – 1.Orbiters (including Mars Express), 2. Landers, 3. Failed missions (including Mars Express Beagle Lander), 4. Future Missions: Balloons, Airplanes and Subsurface Explorers, 5. Future Missions: Sample Return and Humans on Mars: RCI compliance

	T, Oct 21; 
	Guest speaker –will speak about stress management use remainder of class to work on presentations

	Th. Oct 23
	Movie “Mars: Dead or Alive” (NOVA) – discussion of multidisciplinary aspects of space missions, Movie “Welcome to Mars” (NOVA) – discussion of current science findings with emphasis on recently observed suggestions of surface water

	T, Oct 28
	Current missions presentations, including future missions. 

	M, Oct 27 – F, Oct 31
	Academic advising for Winter quarter 

	Th. Oct 30
	Term paper planning discussions.  Meet with Dr B to go over (may need additional out of class appointments), academic advising in class

	M, Nov 5 – F, Nov 9
	Registration for Winter quarter

	T, Nov 4
	Goofy Mars – the Face and Cydonia; final term paper planning discussions, 

	Th. Nov 6
	ROUGH DRAFT of FINAL PAPER DUE, discussion of SETI and other XT projects

	T, Nov .11
	Term paper presentations: Group 1; Group 2; Group 3; Group 4; Group 5

	Th Nov 13   
	last day of classes –continuation of term paper presentations; loose ends

	F. Nov. 14
	Term paper deadline: 5PM Olin 204 (late submissions not advised; study for Final Exams!) or via email to Dr. B.  REVIEW SESSION FOR FINAL EXAM, time TBD

	T, Nov. 18
	Final Exam (during regular class hours)!








