Anthropology 3130, Spring 2019
The Archaeology of Gender
Tuesdays and Thursdays Noon-1:50 pm, Chambers Center, Room 260
The past is a foreign country.  They do things differently there. 
L.P. Hartley      
Professor:  Dr. Bonnie Clark



Office:  Sturm Hall 142 


Office Hours: 
Tuesday & Thursday 2—4 pm

(303) 871-2875

Other times available by appointment
bclark@du.edu
Course Description
This course examines the ways archaeology can contribute to the study of gender by investigating the deep through the recent past.  Students in the course will also come to understand the societal forces that gave rise to and continue to shape an archaeology of gender.  By learning how archaeologists use data to understand past gender systems, students will learn to interrogate our gendered reconstructions of the past.  Readings will focus on methods, sources, and themes in engendered archaeologies, tying them together with examples from the field.  The course will employ a range of pedagogical tools including lecture, discussion, small group work, field trips, and in-class exercises.  Student groups will also analyze a book-length case study.  
This is a challenging course that confronts real data.  It is an upper division elective in anthropology and is cross-listed as a women’s studies course.  
Course Requirements
Students are expected to be engaged with the material, both in class, and outside.  Attendance and class preparation are key elements to success in the course.  Integrated with the class meetings are short assignments, some of which will involve write-up of the results of small group work and/or in-class exercises, and others which will involve preparation for class.  Each student will choose one of the four book-length case studies to read, analyze, and present as a group to the class.  Finally, students will write brief midterm and final essays, incorporating materials from class meetings and readings.  
Grades will be assigned given the following weight:

Class participation 




25%

Short Assignments (5% each)



25%

Case Study





25%

Essays (10% midterm, 15% final)


25%

A Note about Digital Distractions
This class is devoted to an engagement with ideas, readings, and the class community.  Make sure to turn off and store your phone before the start of class and turn off your wireless if you use your computer to access readings or take notes.  Be aware that you cannot fully contribute to the community of class while you are virtually elsewhere (e.g. on the internet).  A greater engagement with your screen than your colleagues will be noted in your class participation grade.
Readings
There is one required book for the class:

Gilchrist, Roberta

 1999
Gender and Archaeology:  Contesting the Past. Routledge, London; New York.

In addition, each student will read one of the following four case studies:

Hays-Gilpin, Kelley A.

 2004
Ambiguous Images: Gender and Rock Art. AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

Joyce, Rosemary

 2000
Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica. University of Texas, Austin.

Peterson, Jane

 2002
Sexual Revolutions: Gender and Labor at the Dawn of Agriculture. AltaMira, Walnut Creek, CA.

Wilkie, Laurie A.

 2010
The Lost Boys of Zeta Psi: A Historical Archaeology of Masculinity at a University Fraternity. University of California Press, Berkeley.

Hays-Gilpin and Peterson are available at the Driscoll Bookstore; Wilkie and Joyce are available electronically through Penrose.  Students are only required to acquire the Gilchrist and their case study book (if appropriate), but are encouraged to purchase other case studies if they are interested.

Other Readings:
The books will be supplemented by a set of other readings, mostly articles and book chapters.   PDFs of the readings are available on Canvas.  A bibliography of readings is found at the end of this syllabus. 

Course Organization
After the first few class periods the class will be organized in paired class meetings based on the topic for that week.  The Tuesday class meeting of the week will be a discussion of our assigned readings.  Half of the students will prepare a readings-based topic for the class to discuss that day.  That topic may involve a question or observation about a specific reading, or it may respond to a theme that runs through several readings.  Topics may also revolve around how your authors either analyze or present their data.  Those class sessions that will require the preparation of a discussion topic are marked by and asterisk (*) and the letter A or B to designate the discussion group.  Topics for discussion must be posted by 5 pm the day before class to the appropriate Canvas discussion page. Thursday classes will further explore the week’s topic with small group work, exercises, field trips, and other activities.  If your case study is associated with that week’s topic, you will present your case study on that second meeting of the week.  Case studies are listed in brackets with the other assignments. Readings in italics are web-based and will be available through a Canvas page.  All other readings can be found under the files tab. 
Date
Topic



Readings


Due in class
4/2
Introduction to Course
4/4
Setting the Stage: 

Fausto-Sterling

Sign up for case study


Sex & Gender


Fuentes






Schwartz

4/9
Gender Archaeology:

Gilchrist Chaps 1 & 2




Why & How

Brumfiel 2006





Joyce 2008 Chap 1--Students with an archaeology 
background can skip or skim
4/11
The archaeology of children
Kamp
Guest: Jamie Devine

4/16
Origins Research

VanSickle



A




Hager





Lents
4/18*
Bioarchaeology &

Arnold 
B
Burial Data


Weglian






Boutin 2012
4/23*
Work, Status,


Gilchrist Chap 3

SA 1
A
and Power


Hamilakis





Crown & Fish

4/25
The objects of work

Clark 2011


[Case Study –
 Peterson]
4/30*
Gender & Space

Gilchrist Chap 6



B




Van Gelder


(Midterm essay 






Parker



handed out)

5/2
Spatial Observations

Chambers Center readings
SA 2
5/7*
Family & Household

Hendon 


Midterm Essay

A




Wall






Joyce 2008 Chap 5
5/9
Analyzing Household Data
Ceren Data


SA 3










[Case Study – Wilkie]
Date
Topic



Readings


Due in class 

5/14*
Lifecycle & Embodiment
Gilchrist 5

B




Derevenski






Joyce 2000
5/16
The end of a life?

Tlatilco burial data

SA4

[Case Study – Joyce]
5/21*
Sexuality


Gilchrist 4

A




Weismantel






Prine

5/23
Virtual Field Trip





SA5
5/28*
Visualizing Gender --

Hays-Gilpin



B
Past and Present

Brumfiel 1996





Gifford-Gonzalez

5/30
The Gendered Past &





SA6

the Media





[Case Study – Hays-Gilpin]

6/4*
Pulling it all together




A & B
6/6
Movie day

6/11
Final Essay Due by 4 pm

Course Assignments

Short Assignments:  You need to complete 5 of the 6 possible short assignments.  These will be handed out a week before they are due.  Some will involve a write-up of activities that occurred in class.  The two final short assignments require you to prepare material prior to class to be used for our in-class activity.   

Essays:  Essay questions will be given out one week before the essay is due.  Your typed essay should answer the question posed to you based on course reading and your own critical thinking.  These essays need to follow the course style guide for written work.
Case Study:  Many of the readings for this course are either overviews or very short case studies.  The book-length case study provides students with an in-depth example of an archaeology of gender, with a focus on methods, data, and interpretation. By reading and analyzing a case study, you will have a detailed anchor for the generalizations presented in your other readings.  Your case study will weave itself into the class in several ways.  First, as part of a group you will present your case study to other members of the class.  Not only will this involve a synthesis of the work, you will also need to connect the case study to our class discussion of the topic to which it is related.  Following your in-class presentation, you will turn in a write-up of the work, as well.  
Class Policies
All assignments are due the day indicated and need to be handed in, in hard copy, in class.  Late work will be docked one full grade for each day late.  Student-athletes need to meet with the professor the first week of the quarter in order to ascertain any potential scheduling conflicts.  Although you should feel free to consult with your fellow students on the assignments, all work needs to be original.  Plagiarism and copying assignments are both violations of the DU honor code and will be reported to Office of Citizenship and Community Standards.

Bibliography of Additional Readings 

All additional readings are available through Canvas.  
Arnold, Bettina

2006
Gender and Mortuary Analysis.  In Handbook of Gender in Archaeology, edited by Sarah Nelson, pp. 137-170.  AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

Boutin, Alexis T. 

2012
Written in Stone, Written in Bone: The Osteobiography of a Bronze Age Craftsman from Alalakh. In The Bioarchaeology of Individuals, edited by A. L.W. Stodder and A. M. Palkovich. University Press of Florida, pp. 193-214.
Brumfiel, Elizabeth 
 1996
Figurines and the Aztec State: Testing the Effectiveness of Ideological Domination. In Gender and Archaeology, edited by Rita P. Wright, pp. 143-166. University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia.
Brumfiel, Elizabeth

2006
Methods in Feminist and Gender Archaeology: A Feeling or Difference—and Likeness. In Handbook of Gender in Archaeology, edited by Sarah Nelson, pp. 31-58.  AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.
Clark, Bonnie J.

 2011
Chapter 3, Making a Living and Making a Life, pp. 56-89.  On the Edge of Purgatory: An Archaeology of Place in Hispanic Colorado. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln.
Crown, Patricia L. and Suzanne K. Fish 
 1996
Gender and Status in the Hohokam Pre-Classic to Classic Transition. American Anthropologist 98(4):803-817.

Derevenski, Joanna Sofaer 
 2000
Rings of Life: The Role of Early Metalwork in Mediating the Gendered Life Course. World Archaeology 31(3):389-406.

Fausto-Sterling, Anne

 2012
Chapter 2 of Sex/Gender: Biology in a Social World, pp. 3-11.  Routledge, London.
Fuentes, Augustín 

2012
Prelude (pp. 65-69) and Chapter 6 (pp. 156-205) of Race, Monogamy, and Other Lies They Told You: Busting Myths about Human Nature. University of California Press, Berkeley.

Gifford-Gonzalez, Diane 
 1993
You Can Hide, But You Can't Run: Representation of Women's Work in Illustrations of Palaeolithic Life. Visual Anthropology Review 9(1):21-41.

Hager, Lori D. 
 1997
Sex and Gender in Paleoanthropology. In Women in Human Evolution, edited by Lori D. Hager, pp. 1-28. Routledge, London.

Hamilakis, Yannis
2003
The Sacred Geography of Hunting: Wild Animals, Social Power and Gender in Early Farming Societies.  British School at Athens Studies, Vol. 9, Zooarchaeology in Greece: Recent Advances, pp. 239-247.
Hays-Gilpin, Kelley A. 
 2004
Recognizing Sex & Gender.  Chapter 2 of Ambiguous Images: Gender and Rock Art. AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

Hendon, Julia

2006
The Engendered Household.  In Handbook of Gender in Archaeology, edited by Sarah Nelson, pp. 171-198.  AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.

Kamp, Kathryn

 2006
Dominant Discourses; Lived Experiences: Studying the Archaeology of Children and Childhood.  Archeological Papers of the American Anthropological Association, 15:115–122.

Joyce, Rosemary A. 
 2000
Girling the Girl and Boying the Boy: The Production of Adulthood in Ancient Mesoamerica. World Archaeology 31(3):473-483.
Joyce, Rosemary A. 
  2008
Chapters 1 and 5 of Ancient Bodies, Ancient Lives: Sex, Gender, and Archaeology.  Thames & Hudson, New York.
Parker, Bradley J. 
2011
Bread Ovens, Social Networks and Gendered Space: An Ethnoarchaeological Study of Tandir Ovens in Southeastern Anatolia.  American Antiquity 76(4):603-627.
Prine, Elizabeth 
 2000
Searching for Third Genders: Towards a Prehistory of Domestic Space in Middle Missouri Villages. In Archaeologies of Sexuality, edited by Robert A.  Schmidt and Barbara L. Voss, pp. 197-219. Routledge, London.

Schwartz, Jay

2018
Is Gender Unique to Humans? Blog hosted by Sapiens November 29.  https://www.sapiens.org/culture/gender-identity-nonhuman-animals/
VanSickle, Caroline

2016.
An Updated Prehistory of the Human Pelvis.  American Scientist 104:354-361.

Wall, Diana di Zerega 
 1991
Sacred Dinners and Secular Teas:  Constructing Domesticity in Mid-19th-Century New York. Historical Archaeology 25(4):69-81.

Weglian, Emily 
 2001
Grave Goods Do Not a Gender Make: A Case Study from Singen am Hohentwiel, Germany. In Gender and the Archaeology of Death, edited by Bettina Arnold and Nancy L. Wicker, pp. 137-155. AltaMira, Walnut Creek, CA.

Weismantel, Mary 
 2004
Moche Sex Pots: Reproduction and Temporality in Ancient South America. American Anthropologist 106(3):495-505.
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