Course Syllabus

ASEM 2449: American Material Culture (Honors)
Fall 2017
Tuesdays and Thursdays Noon-1:50 pm, Sturm Hall 154
Words are the daughters of earth, and things are the sons of heaven 

Samuel Johnson, Dictionary of the English Language, 1765

Professor:  Dr. Bonnie Clark


Office:  Room 142, Sturm Hall


(303) 871-2875




bclark@du.edu



 
Office Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10-11 am and 2-3 pm 
Course Description:  American Material Culture explores the complex story of the United States as revealed by its tangible history.  The aim of the class is to engender a richer understanding of everyday life in the United States, both in the past and the present.  The material culture around which the course centers is broadly defined and includes settlement structure, architecture, domestic artifacts, art, foodways, and even trash disposal.  These phenomena are investigated telescopically, as a way to view national structures and trends and microscopically, to focus on individual actions and lives.  Themes the course will explore include the relation of material culture to ethnicity, class, and gender; the effects of urbanization and industrialization on daily life; and the use of multiple lines of evidence to build narratives of the past.  By engaging in original research with artifacts and primary documents, students in this class will learn about the process, not just the products, of history.  This is a writing intensive course that combines lecture and discussion with hands-on experience, field trips, and public engagement.
Readings:  There is one required book:
Deetz, James

1996
In Small Things Forgotten.  Expanded and Revised edition.  Anchor Books, New York.
Students will also read a series of articles from a wide range of journals and books.  Scans are available through the course Canvas website.
Course Requirements: This class will require that you start thinking critically about the artifacts you encounter on a daily basis, as well as those from the United States’ past.  As a writing intensive course, particular attention will be paid both to your own writing and to that of your authors.  Being prepared to contribute to small group and class discussion is an important part of your work for this class.  When in-class work involves informal writing, exercises will be collected for use in assessing your contribution to the class learning environment.  Students will also play an important role in a community exhibit about the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. 
Grades:  Your grade in the class will be based on class participation, reading analyses, short assignments, a take-home midterm essay, and a research project about an item of American material culture.  The grades will be weighted as follows:

Reading analyses (3) 15%; Short assignments (2) 10%; Amache Exhibit Project 25%; Class Participation 25%; Independent Research project 25%

Class Policies: All assignments are due the day indicated and need to be handed in, in hard copy, in class unless otherwise noted.  Late work will be docked one full grade for each day late.  Although you should feel free to consult with your fellow students on the assignments, all work needs to be original.  Plagiarism and copying assignments are both violations of the DU honor code and will be reported to Office of Citizenship and Community Standards.
A Note about Virtual Distractions: This class is devoted to an engagement with material culture and with your learning environment, including instructors and fellow students.  As such you need to be present in the classroom, not just physically, but mentally.  In order to facilitate that engagement, make sure to turn off and store your digital devices before the start of class.  We will often be moving the class to different locations for observation or lab work, thus you should be prepared to take notes on paper.  If you do use a computer to take notes be aware that you cannot fully contribute to the community of class while you are virtually elsewhere.  Your computer should be set to airplane mode while in class.  A greater engagement with your screen than your colleagues will be noted in your class participation grade.

Course Structure: After introductory material, the class will follow a roughly chronological frame with the exception of readings related to the Amache exhibit project.  In this the class follows the traditional format of a history course; however, because developments take place at different times in different places, a certain temporal fluidity will be noticeable.  Each class we will focus on a time period or historical phenomenon and associated material culture through lectures, readings, and class discussion.  An outline of topics below includes the readings you will be expected to be familiar with that day, as well as any reading analyses (marked RA), short assignments (marked SA), exhibit (including your Field Journal – marked FJ), or research project milestones due that day.  Anything in italics should be turned in electronically, either via email or posted to the class Canvas website.  Dates in bold are class activities that happen outside of regular class hours.
	Date 
	Topic
	Reading 
	Assignment

	14-Sep
	Material culture & Archaeology
	Deetz - Chapter 1, Rathje and Murphy 
	

	19-Sep
	The campus as cultural landscape
	Jackson (1997)
	

	21-Sep
	Colonial contact; Lab: researching & writing about AMC
	Cantwell & Wall - Chapter 8, Weik, Handout on sources
	

	26-Sep
	Internment & the material culture of Amache
	Kitano, CWRIC, Densho, Shew & Kamp-Whittaker
	

	28-Sep
	Objects lab & Community meeting
	Elliot, Connecting the Pieces, Archaeology background
	

	3-Oct
	The English Colonies
	Deetz - Chapters 2-6; Ulrich
	RA: Ulrich; Email Project idea

	5-Oct
	Spanish Colonies; Material Science
	Hornbeck, Jackson (1994)
	FJ: Partner meeting

	10-Oct
	Workshops: Research project & Label writing
	Label workshop readings
	Draft project proposal; SA: Seriation Report

	12-Oct
	The African Disapora in America
	Deetz - Chapters 7 - 9; Perry et al.
	First draft of Amache label 

	17-Oct
	Early American cities; Lab: maps & Census
	Cantwell & Wall – Chapter 11; Upton
	RA: Upton; Final Project proposal

	19-Oct
	Industrialization: Things & People
	Shackel; Starbuck
	RA: Shackel; *Edited labels returned

	24-Oct
	19th C. City: A Dialogue
	Yamin, Scorsese, 5 points website
	

	26-Oct
	Victorian Housing
	Herrick, Wright
	RA: Wright; Final Amache label

	28-Oct
	Field Trip Downtown Denver
	Field Trip packet
	

	31-Oct
	Meet with Whitney on object display
	Research Update

	1-Nov
	Early 20th Century: Boom & Bust
	Strasser, Aiken; Cutler
	SA: Field trip report

	7-Nov
	Walkthrough & Discussion of Amache exhibit
	Reply to classmates' update

	9-Nov
	Making the Modern middle class
	Hine, Adams
	FJ: Exhibit 

	9-Nov
	5 pm Amache photography workshop, 6-8 pm Amache exhibit opening
	

	14-Nov
	Final project exhibit posters I
	
	Poster (Group 1)

	16-Nov
	Final project exhibit posters II
	
	Poster (Group 2)

	21-Nov
	Final Project Due by 4 pm –  Exhibit uploaded to Canvas, Technical report in hard copy


More information about Course Assignments

Reading Analyses:  Paying attention to how your authors write about material culture is critical preparation for writing your own research paper.  Three times during the term, you will complete a two-page analysis of a course reading.  You have four different options of possible readings for which to complete an RA.  
Short Assignments:  Your short assignments for this writing intensive course involve some type of writing, each in a different genre.  The first will be a lab report about the results of analysis using a particular technique.  The second will be a report on your field trip to downtown Denver.  

Amache exhibit Project:  You will work in teams with community members to create an exhibit using objects derived from archaeological research at Colorado’s Japanese American internment camp, Amache.  This project will provide a number of experiences to students: 1)You will engage in dialogue with your community partners about object research, about objects of internment, and about how (and why) to present this information to the public; 2) This project gives you a chance to synthesize data in a polished and succinct way guided by editorial feedback; and 3) You can use your newly acquired skills (in object research and exhibit writing) to draw attention to an element of US history that is often misunderstood or avoided.  You will reflect on this experience in your field journal.
Research Project:  Your research assignment for this class is to take either a specific piece or a class of historic American material culture and interrogate it using primary sources.  Your research will need to be original (about an understudied object or class of objects) and anchored in themes and methodologies from the course.  The final result of your project will be a virtual exhibit and a technical report that documents your research, discusses how you employed methods and theories from the class, and justifies your interpretive choices.

The item/class of items you pick may be either the result of a single craftsperson, a collective group, or of factory manufacture.  Examples include:

A type of consumer good


A particular house/street/neighborhood

A common type of American place

An artifact from a museum

A technology that changes


A family heirloom

Examples of research papers from previous students in this course are available for consultation during office hours.
A number of milestones for this project are spread throughout the term.  Pay attention to those due dates in your class schedule.
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