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EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy, Counseling Psychology (APA Accredited)

University of Denver, Denver, Colorado
Dissertation Title:  Multiethnic Identity Development and Collective Memory in Chinese/European American Adults
Master of Arts, Counseling Psychology
Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, California
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology
University of California at Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, California
CREDENTIALS
Licensed Psychologist. State of Colorado. License Number 2952
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2018-Present
Clinical Associate Professor


Training Clinic Director
2011-2018
Clinical Assistant Professor


Training Clinic Director



University of Denver Counseling Psychology


Teach PhD Clinic, Advanced Practicum II, MA Clinic, MA Internship, Beginning



Practicum, and Fieldwork classes in Counseling Psychology program. Serve on Faculty



Executive Committee, Technology Innovation Network, Inclusive Excellence
Committee, Emergency Response Team, faculty search committees, PhD
Selection
Committee, MA Selection Committee. Provide clinical supervision for licensure of
faculty peers. Advise Masters and Doctoral students. Serve on doctoral dissertation
committees. Direct Counseling Psychology live observation training Clinic. Supervise
team of six licensed psychologist supervisors, six clinic assistants, and thirty-five student
counselors each quarter. Conduct research on emotional abuse of intimate partners.
Create and direct Clinic Community Engagement Scholarship.
2006-Present
Private Practice



Denver, Colorado




Conduct adult individual and couple psychotherapy. Provide licensure supervision for




doctoral and masters level candidates. Offer consultation services to the community. 

2006-Present
Clinical Supervisor




University of Denver Counseling and Educational Services Clinic



Furnish live supervision of counseling psychology graduate student counselors
conducting consultation, psychological assessment, career assessment, and individual,

couple, and family counseling.
2010

Adjunct Instructor



Iliff School of Theology



Developed and taught a summer intensive course on self-awareness and self-care to



Master of Divinity students. Guided students through readings and exercises designed to



explore personal and professional boundaries, communication skills, conflict resolution,



stress management, diversity, and social justice.
2007-2011
Director



Iliff School of Theology Counseling Center



Directed all aspects of newly established counseling center. Created new policies,
procedures, and training manual. Provided 24-hour emergency services. Conducted
individual, couples, family, and group counseling, assessment, and consultation services.

Oversaw Consultation and Guidance program to assess and promote fitness, competence,
and readiness for ministry. Supply consultations for team building, conflict resolution,

and working with students of concern. Designed and facilitated quarterly workshops

including cross-cultural communication, professional boundaries, and adaptive self-care.
Supervised doctoral-level practicum student conducting psychological assessment and
individual and couples counseling. Facilitated Iliff Diversity Day. Served on President’s

Advisory Board and Diversity Committee. Chaired Staff Relations.
2005-2007
Director, Iliff Counseling Service




Staff Psychologist




University of Denver Health and Counseling Center




Directed, coordinated, and performed all counseling, assessment, and consultation and



outreach services for seminary students, staff, and faculty. Provided individual and




couples psychotherapy for university undergraduate, graduate, and law students, as well




as employee assistance program clients. Supervised Consultation and Guidance program.




Conducted quarterly Psycho-educational workshops. Provided day-time emergency




services and supervision of graduate student trainees on call. Supervised doctoral-level



practicum students. Participated on selection committee for Director of Counseling




Services, Training Director/Multicultural Coordinator, Staff Psychologist, Psychology



Interns, and Graduate Student Trainees.
2005

Adjunct Instructor




University of Denver Counseling Psychology, Multiethnic Issues in Mental Health



Developed and taught a diversity seminar focused on mental health needs of multiethnic



individuals. Emphasized review of influential historical factors current theories, examples



of unique presenting issues, and demonstrated tools for empowerment.

2004-2005
Psychometrist/Postdoctoral Position




University Health System Detention Health Care Services



Performed court-ordered forensic psychological assessments. Provided written reports on



adults and adolescents in a correctional setting to aid in certification and transfer



hearings, assist in determination of fitness to proceed and lack of responsibility cases, and




aid in placement decisions. Conducted court-ordered forensic psychological assessments




of adults in a correctional setting to assist in the determination of mental retardation and




malingering. Assisted in evaluating job applicants and volunteers for psychological




suitability to certain University Health System and Bexar County Juvenile Probation




Department positions. Supervised masters-level clinical psychology practicum students.
Facilitated monthly trainings focused on mental health issues of adolescents in 

correctional settings for new detention officers, probation officers, and nursing students.
Reported incidences of child abuse and neglect to Department of
Children’s Services.

1999-2000
Predoctoral Intern



Denver Health Medical Center



American Psychological Association Approved Pre-Doctoral Internship




Inpatient service line: Conducted individual and group psychotherapy with acute




psychiatric and dual-diagnosed patients. Performed neuropsychological and
psychological assessments to aid in differential diagnosis and treatment planning.
Supervised doctoral-level practicum students. Presented patients’ psychological
assessment information in Morbidity and Mortality meetings. Participated in weekly

multidisciplinary treatment team meetings to assist in treatment plans.


Outpatient service line: Worked as a member of three multidisciplinary treatment
teams: 

Substance Use Disorders Treatment Team, HIV Treatment Team, and Child and

Adolescent Treatment Team. Furnished intake interviews including initial treatment

recommendations for diverse new clients. Supplied child and adolescent psychological

assessments. Performed individual psychotherapy with dual-diagnosed adult, adolescent,

and child clients. Led inpatient adolescent substance use therapy group and outpatient

groups for dual-diagnosed adults.

1998-1999
Psychology Student Trainee-Doctoral Practicum



Denver Health Medical Center



American Psychological Association Approved Pre-Doctoral Internship Site




Performed individual psychotherapy with psychiatric and dual-diagnosed patients in an




outpatient hospital setting. Co-led a weekly health and wellness group and weekly




process groups. Case-managed patients in the Intensive Outpatient Program providing



treatment for clients diagnosed with level 2-A substance use disorders. Conducted intake




interviews of patients at the walk-in clinic. Provided psychological assessments to aid in




differential diagnosis. Attended weekly multidisciplinary treatment team meetings.

1998-1999
Research Study on the Sexuality of Parkinson’s Disease Patients




University of Denver College of Education



Assisted in conducting a study on the sexual relationships of Parkinson’s Disease




patients and their partners. Helped create a literature review, developed a 



sexuality questionnaire, and participated in data collection.
1998-1999
Research Study on Group Co-leadership Development




University of Denver College of Education




Assisted in a study on group co-leadership development. Generated questions for




the questionnaire. Conducted pilot study interviews with group co-leaders.
1998

P. Sherry Consulting




Administered Work Keys test to potential employees of a national company.




Provided information about appropriate use of Work Keys test in assisting in employee




selection. Coordinated test administration and feedback sessions.

1998

Graduate Teaching Assistant



University of Denver College of Education, Psychological Assessment




Assisted doctoral students in learning the Exner Scoring System for the Rorschach Ink




Blot test. Reviewed all students’ Rorschach protocols. Facilitated weekly labs to answer




questions and assist with assessment reports.
1997-1998
Graduate Teaching Assistant/Clinical Supervisor



University of Denver Counseling and Educational Services Clinic




Conducted individual, couples, and family counseling. Performed intake interviews and




eating disorder screenings. Assisted in supervision of counseling
psychology graduate




students. Developed sections of the Clinic program manual. Directed Clinic participation




in National Depression Screening Day and National Eating Disorder Screening Day.

1997-1998
Graduate Student Trainee-Doctoral Practicum



University of Denver Counseling and Consultation Center



American Psychological Association Approved Pre-Doctoral Internship Site




Performed individual psychotherapy with undergraduate and graduate university



students. Conducted psycho-educational
programs. Served as liaison to the Asian
American Student Alliance and the Greek System.

1996-1997
Graduate Teaching Assistant



University of Denver College of Education



Supervised masters students and assisted with teaching the class. Met with students




biweekly to aid in the development of their basic and intermediate counseling skills.




Facilitated role-plays and discussions about counseling. Evaluated recordings of students’




counseling interventions with mock clients. 

1996

Adult Counselor



1736 Family Crisis Center, Second Step Shelter



Conducted intake assessments, and individual and group psychotherapy with women and




children living in an intimate partner violence shelter. Reported child abuse and neglect




to Department of Children’s Services as needed.
1995-1996
Counseling Intern



Patterns/Behavioral Health Services



Conducted individual and group psychotherapy with women living in a residential




substance abuse treatment program. Taught life skills and parenting classes to women




reconciling with their children after parole from the California Prison System. Acted as




liaison with Department of Children’s Services.

1992-1993
Research Assistant




University of California at Santa Barbara




Assisted social psychology research on impression formation. Directed participants




through experiments, administered Beck Depression Inventory, conducted data entry, and




performed statistical analyses.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND POSTERS
Kumar, E., Pusavat, A., & Holigrocki, R.  (2020).  Challenges Involved in Providing Social Justice
Oriented Services in Training Clinics.  Poster presentation at the Association for Psychology

Training Clinics, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Pusavat, A., Kumar, E., & Holigrocki, R.  (2020).  Experiences of Training Clinic Directors Coming
 
from Intersecting and Marginalized Identities.  Panel presentation at the Association for
Psychology Training Clinics, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Reinhardt, J. & Pusavat, A.  (2019).  Live Supervision Meets Machine Learning in the Development of


Research Informed Practice.  Poster presented at the Association for Psychology Training


Clinics, Charleston, South Carolina.

Croswaite Brindle, K., Spencer-Thomas, S. & Pusavat, A.  (2018).  Innovative and Interactive


Approaches to Suicide Assessment and Safety Planning.  Presentation at the International


Association for Suicide Prevention, Bay of Islands, New Zealand.
Pusavat, A. & Reinhardt, J.  (2018).  Implementation of an Automated Coding Technology in a


University Training Clinic. Platform presentation at the Association for Psychology Training


Clinics, Maui, Hawaii.

Ashley, J., Chao R. C. L., McRae, C., Pusavat, A., & Caspari, K.  (2016).  Stigma, Posttraumatic Stress,


and Posttraumatic Growth Among Military Deployment Veterans.  Poster presented at the 124th

Annual American Psychological Association Convention, Denver, Colorado.
Chao, R. C. L, Stanforth, E., Lyons, E., Mackie-Hernandez, D., Ihle, C., Ohde, K., & Pusavat, A.

(2014).  Working Alliance, Race/Ethnicity, and Psychological Distress.  Poster presented at


the 122nd Annual American Psychological Association Convention, Washington, D.C.

Cleary, S. E., Henritze-Hoye, J., Croswaite, K., Chookolingo, G., Muiño, E., Pusavat, A., & Vollmer, B.


(2013).  The Relationship Assessment Inventory: Prevention and Intervention of Emotional


Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships.  Symposium at the 121st Annual American


Psychological Association Convention, Honolulu, Hawaii.
Henritze-Hoye, J., Cleary, S. E., Croswaite, K., Chookolingo, G., Muiño, E., Pusavat, A., & Vollmer, B.


(2013).  Impacting Practice on Intimate Partner Emotional Abuse.  Poster presented at the 121st

Annual American Psychological Association Convention, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Motter, B., Pusavat, A. Miro, D., Gadgil, M., & Chao, R.C.L.  (2013).  Attribution of Problems, Working


Alliance, and Psychological Distress.  Poster presented at the 121st Annual American


Psychological Association Convention, Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Stanforth, E., Harris, E., Chao, R.C.L., & Pusavat, A.  (2013).  To Have More Sessions or Not to Have?


That’s the Question.  Poster presented at the 121st Annual American Psychological Association


Convention, Honolulu, Hawaii.
Vollmer, B., Pusavat, A., Muiño, E., Puttmann, A., Muñoz, J., & Evans, M.  (2010).  Inventory of


Women’s Experiences in Emotionally Abusive Intimate Partner Relationships.  Poster presented


 at the 118th Annual American Psychological Association Convention, San Diego, California.
Pusavat, A., Muiño, E., Vollmer, B.  (2010).  Emotional Abuse and Personality Disorders: Implications

for Interpersonal Violence and Intervention.  Poster presented at the National Summit on 

Interpersonal Violence and Abuse Across the Lifespan, Dallas, Texas.

Pusavat, A., Vollmer, B., Finkelstein, L., Kass, S., & Laskowski, V.  (2008).  Emotional Abuse

Perspectives From Women Who End Abusive Intimate Relationships.  Poster presented at the


116th Annual American Psychological Association Convention, Boston, Massachusetts.

DISSERTATION COMMITTEES

2020-Present
Emme Paik
2020-Present
Stella Ko

2020-Present
Helen Chao

2020-Present
Lily Clark

2018-Present
Hadeel Ali
2019-2020
Aleis Pugia
2018-2020
Dana Santiago

2017-2019
Britney Tibbits

2018-2019
Gabe Kaminsky

2017-2019
Shaakira Haywood

2016-2018
Alyssa Fredricks
2016-2018
Sarah Gooch
2015-2017
Paul Grimsley

2015-2017
Whitney Fujii-Doe

2015-2017
Galana Chookolingo-Fay

2014-2016
June Ashley

2013-2014
Fernando Avila

2012-2013
Andreana Jezzini Augustus

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

2020
         Morgridge College of Education Faculty Executive Committee Vice President of Service

2020
         Graduate School of Professional Psychology Open Rank Professor Search Committee
2019
         Counseling Psychology Doctoral Qualifying Exams Committee

2019-Present Morgridge College of Education Appointment and Promotion Committee

2019
         School Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee (Chair)

2018-Present Morgridge College of Education Recruitment and Retention of Faculty of Color Task Force

2018-2020     University of Denver Faculty Senate Personnel Committee
2018
         School Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee (Chair)
2018
         Counseling Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee
2018
         Counseling Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee
2017-2020     University of Denver Faculty Senate

2017
         Counseling Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee (Chair)
2017
         Counseling Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee
2016-Present Morgridge College of Education Emergency Response Team
2016-2018     Counseling Psychology Campus Conversations (Faculty Sponsor)

2016
         Morgridge College of Education Student Association (Faculty Representative)

2016
         Morgridge College of Education Assistant Dean Search Committee
2015-Present Morgridge College of Education Inclusive Excellence Committee
2015-2016     Morgridge College of Education Student Association (Faculty Representative)

2015
         Child, Family and School Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee

2015
         Counseling Psychology Diversity Training Task Force
2014
         Counseling Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee

2013
         Counseling Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee

2013
         Counseling Psychology Masters Comprehensive Exam Committee
2012-2014     Meet us at Morgridge Counseling Psychology Representative
2012
         Counseling Psychology Clinical Assistant Professor Search Committee
2011-2013     Counseling Psychology Masters Handbook Committee
2011-Present Counseling Psychology Doctoral Selection Committee
2011-Present Counseling Psychology Masters Selection Committee

2011
         Counseling Psychology Assistant Professor Search Committee
PROFESSIONAL AWARDS

Outstanding Faculty Award, College of Education Student Association, 2012-2013
Outstanding Faculty Award, College of Education Student Association, 2011-2012
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

9Health Fair, 2019-Present

Board of Trustees, 2019-Present
Medical Advisory Committee, 2019-Present
American Psychological Association, 1994-Present
APA Division 17: Society of Counseling Psychology, 2017-Present
APA Division 35: Society for the Psychology of Women, Section 5: Psychology of Asian Pacific American Women, 2017-Present
APA Division 45: Society for the Psychological Study of Culture, Ethnicity and Race, 2017-Present
Association of Psychology Training Clinics, 2017-Present
       Diversity Committee, 2019-Present
       Supervision Committee, 2019-Present
       Awards Committee, 2017-2019
Colorado Psychological Association, 2020-Present


Academic Liaison, 2020-Present

