ifted Children’s Bill of Rights

In 1983, E. Paul Torrance published his Manifesto for Children,

a guide for leading a creative life. The National Assoctation for
Gifted Children will be honoring Dr. Tortance on November 10
during the 54th annual conference in Minneapolis. In recognition
of Dr. Torrance’s concern for young people and his passion for
their talent development, I begin my term as NAGC president by
proposing a 2007 Gifted Children’s Bill of Rights. While many of
the 10 rights listed below pertain to all children, they are particu-
larly relevant for students with special gifts and talents.

Over the next two years, NAGC will strive to expand its services
to parents. We look forward to hearing your suggestions as we
develop a comprehensive set of benefits to help parents facilitate
their children’s talent development.

Gifted children have a right to know about their
giftedness.

Parents and teachers are often reluctant to talk with children about
their giftedness for a variety of reasons. Parents may not be sure
what it means to be gifted or how their children became gifted.
They may worry that giving children information about their
identification as gifted causes them to feel superior or elitist. How
we talk with children about their giftedness can have a dramaric
impact on the way they view themselves and the daily challenges
they face. Children need to understand that gifredness is not
something that was bestowed upon them. While it is true that
gifted students often acquire skills more quickly and easily than
their peers, gifted children do learn these skills over time. They
may have taught themselves to read, or learned to tead easily at an
carly age, but they still learned to read. It is important for gifted
children to recognize that the talents they possess are acquired,
they had something to do with acquiring them, and they are
capable of further developing these talents and even acquiring new
ones. They need to learn to take responsibility for developing their
gifts. They need to understand that having to work hard does not
mean they ate not gifted and that working hard can even make

them more gifted.

Gifted children have a right to learn something
new every day.

Gifted children, like all children, have the right to fearn something
new every day; they also have the right to learn something new

in school every day. Unfortunately, this is not always the case.
Research has shown that gifted children spend up to 80% of their
time in classrooms doing exactly what everyone else is doing. For
students who arc academically advanced, this results in a tremen-
dous loss of learning opportunities. When most of their school day
is spent on material they already know or material they could learn
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more quickly, gifted children are in danger of never reaching their
potential. They do not experience the challenges that are required
to reach high levels of productivity in their talent areas.

Gifted children have a right to be passionate
about their talent area without apologies.
Successful people are passionate about what they do. Gifted
children often exhibit a single fascination with a topic or talent
area and devote endless hours to learning about or perfecting it.
Such dedication is needed to develop expertise in an area. While
a minimal level of knowledge about a variety of topics in life is
useful, children who show a strong interest in an area should be
encouraged to pursue that interest.

Gifted children have a right to have an identity
beyond their talent area.

Young people are works in progress. Their interests and identities
develop and change. In the early years and during adolescence
they are not only developing their talents, they are also develop-
ing their sense of self. They need to understand that their value as
a human being and the esteem parents hold for them go beyond
the exceptional talents they possess. It is easy for parents to focus
on developing their children’s ralents and to forget to recognize
the many other fine traits their children possess. Children need to
understand that while their parents value their gifts, love is uncon-
ditional, and they will be Joved regardless of how well they perform
in their talent area or mistakes they might make.

Gifted children have a right to feel good about
their academic and intellectual accomplishments.
While children’s identities go beyond their giftedness, they do have
a right to take pride in doing something well that required effort.
Individuals should not be either boastful or ashamed of things
beyond their control, such as their height or a physical handicap;
however, they do have the right to feel good about accomplish-
ments they did control. Children should feel good about perform-
ing well and the effort and dedication that were necessary to excel.
Having a sense of pride in one’s accomplishments is healthy as long
as it does not belittle the efforts and accomplishments of others.

Gifted children have a right fo make mistakes.
Perfectionism can be a problem for gifted children, and taking
healthy risks is an important part of developing talents. Thomas
J. Watson, who built IBM into an international success, said, “If
you want to succeed, double your failure rate.” Mistakes are part
of the learning process, and gifted individuals experience a variety
of successes and failures as they strive for excellence. Parents can
help their children understand thar making mistakes is a natural

continued on page 30
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part of learning and that successful individuals study and Jearn
from their mistakes.

Gifted children have a right to seek guidance in
the development of their talent.

Talent does not Hourish in isolation. It needs to be assisted and
nurtured by those with advanced skills and experience. This can
require the assistance of expertise outside traditional education
venues. Isaac Newton wrote in a letter to fellow English scientist
Robert Hooke, “If T have seen further, it is by standing on the
shoulders of giants.” Gifted children need giants to guide them,
and this may require mentors who share their passion and talents.
The well-known educational psychologist Benjamin Bloom noted
that there is no shortage of walent, just a shortage of resources

to develop it. Gifted children will need assistance in finding the
resources necessary to guide their talent development.

Gifted children have a right to have multiple peer
groups and a variety of friends.

Gifted children may have trouble finding same-age peers who
share their interests and passions. Gifted children may be interest-
ed in social issues at an earlier age than their age-mate peers. They
may also have trouble finding same-age peers with similar abili-
ties. For these reasons, gifted children may have a variety of peer
groups, some based on a similar age, others based on interest or
intellectual development. It is not uncommon for gifted children
to have younger and older friends and friends in different arenas.
They may also choose not to have very many friends. A few close
relationships may be sufficient.

Gifted children have a right to choose which of
their talent areas they wish to pursuve.

Some gifted children excel in a variety of different areas, called
multipotentiality. While this would not seem to be problematic,
these children can have difficulty selecting a major when entering
college or a career path upon graduation. Just as gifted children
have the right to pursue those talent areas thar interest them, they
also have a right not to pursue every area in which they excel.
High levels of performance require sustained effort over time. Few
individuals are able to achieve this in multiple talent areas. Gifted
children may exhibit interests in a variety of arcas and derive great
pleasure from participating in them, but the time and effort neces-
sary to develop high levels of expertise usually necessitates focusing
in one area.

Gifted children have a right not to be gifted

at everything.

Many gifted children may excel in one area, but be average, or
even below average in another area. Young children in particular
can show such “asynchronous development” when their physi-
cal skills and emotional maturity do not match their intellecrual
maturity. Gifted students with perfectionism issues may have
uouble accepting thar they do not do everything well and may
avoid activities in which they do not excel. Parents can encourage
their children to experience a variety of activities but not pressure
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them o excel at all of them. On the other hand, there is no reason
to force gifted children to expend considerable amounts of time
and effort pursuing hobbies in which they are neither interested
nor talented, in the hopes of creating well-rounded children. This
can be frustrating to both parents and their gifted children. Albert
Einstein’s passion for mathemarics and physics certainly overshad-
owed his skills in other areas, but those areas in which he did not
excel wete insignificant compared to what he accomplished in his
chosen field.

By encouraging young people to recognize and develop their
talents, we move humanity forward. This is important for two rea-
sons. First, the nation and the world will benefit from whar gifted
individuals accomplish. Second, and perhaps more importantly,
even if these individuals do not become accomplished scientists

or best-selling authors, they lead happier and more enriched lives
when they are allowed to pursue their interests and talents.

A student copy of the key points of this Gifted Childrer’s Bifl of
Rights can be downloaded from the NAGC site at www.nagc.org
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Gifted Childrens

Bill of Rights

You have 2 right . . .
.. to know about your giftedness.

.. to learn something new every day.

.. to be passionate about your talent area
without apologies.

.. to have an identity beyond your talent area.
.. to feel good about your accomplishments.
.. to make mistakes.

.. to seek guidance in the development of your
talent.

.. to have multiple peer groups and a variety
of friends.

.. to choose which of your talent areas you wish
to pursue.

.. not to be gifted at everything.
—Del Siegle

2007-2009 NAGC President
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