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Course Description
This course aims to provide students with an overview of human rights issues and how they have evolved in recent Latin American history, from the military dictatorships of the authoritarian period to contemporary challenges faced in the region’s democracies. It also aims to place human rights concerns in a broader sociopolitical context. Too often our understandings of these issues are based on simplistic images of citizens cowering at the mercy of tyrannical dictators, and histories dominated by the capricious acts of a few powerful men. While such caricatures do indeed capture some truth, in this class we will examine the origins of human rights crises in deeper social and political structures, asking what environments encourage the commission of atrocities and violence, and how these forces have shaped recent Latin American history.

As recently as thirty years ago, much of Latin America’s Southern Cone was ruled by the iron grip of military dictatorships like Augusto Pinochet’s regime in Chile; many Central American countries were immersed in ruthless civil wars, and Guatemala experienced a genocide. The global human rights movement was just beginning to take root, as resistance to state repression spread and an international network began to mobilize. Eventually, human rights would become a central way to organize longstanding struggles for justice and democracy in the region. Today, all Latin American countries but Cuba are headed by democratically-elected governments; yet human rights challenges remain urgent. The focus has shifted: rather than restraining a murderous state from infringing on civil and political rights, today’s human rights activists often rally around social and economic challenges, some of which have shaped politics in the region since the Conquest. Indeed, many of today’s human rights issues are rooted in the past: the courtroom has become the front line of struggle in many countries, as survivors of state violence demand justice for past atrocities. But others respond to new and emerging challenges, among them trade agreements like the proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas, neoliberal economic policies, environmental devastation and threats to biodiversity. In this class, we will explore the roots and contemporary realities of human rights movements in Latin America.

The examination of these topics should allow us to pose broader questions about the meaning of human rights in a globalized world, the efficacy of international instruments for rights enforcement, and the complex challenges that linger in the aftermath of authoritarianism and state-sponsored terror. However, it will probably not lead us to any consensus on “theright answer” to the many challenges facing Latin America. In fact, this course may leave you with more questions than answers. You will read and hear things you agree, and disagree, with; this is intentional. My goal is not to convince students of any single interpretation, but rather to encourage you to develop your own ideas, interpretations, and approaches, and to continue these inquiries beyond the course.
Prior familiarity with Latin America is not required for this course, although it will definitely help. All students, whatever their level of previous familiarity, are encouraged to enhance their understanding of the region by reading newspapers with in-depth international coverage, subscribing to relevant listserves, and keeping abreast of current developments. 
In addition to the undergraduate level assignments, graduate students taking this class will be assigned a case study that they will analyze using the conceptual knowledge gained throughout the course. Case studies will be based on Inter-American Human Rights Court’s rulings, and will be used for class discussions throughout the quarter. The goal here is to deepen their learning through the application of concepts to real life cases.

Student responsibilities and expectations
· Complete all readings by the class session for which they are assigned. You should come prepared with questions about parts you may not have fully understood as well as comments, challenges to the author’s argument, or arguments of your own.

· Attend and participate in all class meetings. You are expected to come to class prepared, having completed the relevant readings and assignments and to participate in the ensuing discussion by sharing your thoughts, views, questions etc.  You may be called upon during the class to discuss concepts from the lecture, from the readings, from the assignments, or that come up during class, so be prepared.  Please note, when participating in class you will be evaluated not upon whether you are "right" or "wrong," but rather upon the care and thought you bring to the discussion.

· Turn in all assignments on time. Late work will not be accepted, absent a verifiable emergency precluding timely submission.  To the extent that other exceptional circumstances do arise that prevent timely submission of assignments, it is your responsibility to make advance arrangements with me, and I reserve the right to decline or to accept untimely work in such circumstances. 

· Interact with classmates and instructor in a considerate and respectful manner. This class is an opportunity to learn from one another. We all have a responsibility to ensure that an open and welcoming atmosphere is maintained.

Requirements and grading
	Assignment
	% of final grade

	9 weekly short response papers
	20%

	Weekly class discussions/exercises
	20%

	Paper- Human rights conditions in a selected country
	25%

	Research paper
	35%


 
Due dates and grading criteria are detailed in the course website.

Readings and films
All readings are available online through DU libraries, and all films are available via DU CourseMedia.

Readings and films are listed in each of the weekly "short response paper" descriptions in the course website.

Week 1:

a. Film: Daniel Goldhagen (2010). "Genocide: worse than war." 

b. Document: UN (1948). Universal Declaration of Human Rights (official). (AND/OR) Universal Declaration of Human Rights (plain language) Read only annexes 1, 3, and 4 (do not read annex 2).

Week 2:
a. Donelly, Jack (2013). "Chapter 1. Human Rights as an Issue in World Politics." In: International Human Rights. (available online via DU libraries).

b. Donelly, Jack (2013). "Chaper 2. Theories of Human Rights." In: International Human Rights. (Available online via DU libraries).
Week 3:
a. Film: "The Long Walk of Nelson Mandela: An Intimate Portrait of One of the 20th Century's Greatest Leaders." (PBS, Frontline)

b. Andreassen, Bård and Gordon Crawford (2013) "Human Rights, Power, and Civil Action: Theoretical Considerations." In: Human Rights, Power and Civic Action. (Available online via DU libraries.)
Week 4:
a. Film: Pamela Yates (1983). "Cuando las Montañas Tiemblan (When the Mountains Tremble)."

b. Betsy Konefal (2010). For Every Indio who Falls: A History of Maya Activism in Guatemala, 1960-1990. (Available online through DU libraries.)
Week 5:
a. Film: Pamela Yates (2011). "Granito: A Story in Three Acts" (a.k.a. "Granito: How to Nail a Dictator.") (Available through DU CourseMedia)

b. Victoria Sanford (2003). Buried Secrets: Truth and Human Rights in Guatemala. (Available online via DU libraries.)

Week 6:
a. Film: "Ghosts of Rwanda" (PBS Frontline, available through DU CourseMedia.)

b. Samuel Totten and Rafiki Ubaldo (2011). We Cannot Forget: Interviews with Survivors of the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda. (Choose one testimonie to read). (Available online through DU libraries.)

c. Christian Scherrer (2001). "Chapter 1. On the Historical Background to Preannounced Genocide" In Genocide and Crisis in Central Africa: Conflict Roots, Mass Violence, and Regional War. (Book available online through DU libraries).

d. Christian Scherrer (2001). "Chapter 2. Destructive Interaction between Rwanda and Burundi." In Genocide and Crisis in Central Africa: Conflict Roots, Mass Violence, and Regional War. (Book available online through DU libraries).

Week 7:
a. Dr. Hadidja Nyiransekuye's presentation in class.

b. Visit to the University of Denver Museum of Anthropology's exhibit commemorating the Rwandan genocide.

Week 8:
a. UN (2005). Fact sheet #30: The United Nations Human Rights Treaty System: An Introduction to the Core Human Rights Treaties and the Treaty Bodies.

b. Donnelly, Jack (2013). "Chapter 5. Global Multilateral Mechanisms." In: International Human Rights. (Available online through DU libraries.)

c. Donnelly, Jack (2013). "Chapter 6. Regional Human Rights Regimes." In: International Human Rights. (Available online through DU libraries.)

Week 9:
a. Donnelly, Jack (2013). "Chapter 3. The Relative Universality of Human Rights." In: International Human Rights. (Available online through DU libraries.)

b. Donnelly, Jack (2013). "Chapter 4. The Domestic Politics of Human Rights: Dirty Wars in the Southern Cone." In: International Human Rights. (Available online through DU libraries.)

c. Donnelly, Jack (2013). "Chapter 14. Globalization, the State, and Human Rights." In: International Human Rights. (Available online through DU libraries.)
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