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Comparative Race Politics:

State Power and Indigenous Rights in the United States, Australia, and Latin America
Description 

The Comparative Politics field in political science studies how state formations and group relationships in different countries impact politics. This course draws on recent scholarship to explore historical and contemporary aspects of racialized power structures in settler societies as they have specifically impacted indigenous peoples. Looking at three different continents, we will compare how the complex dynamics of empire, colonialism, capitalist economics, liberal state-building, and racialist (and racist) ideology combined to devastate and politically constrain indigenous communities. At the center of this is a paradox: settler perspectives on time, space, property, law, and community that were radically different from indigenous world views enabled settler populations to colonize, control, and nearly destroy native populations even while advocating the most radically egalitarian political structures ever attempted up to that point. While the course will involve a fair amount of historical material, the readings also allow us to see how indigenous groups are currently challenging the legacies of colonialism and liberalism as they build resistance movements in the postcolonial era. Localized and global indigenous rights battles, we will discover, have much to teach us about racial and cultural politics and the ongoing tensions in liberal society more broadly. In this context we will be exposed to scholarship from the fields of History, American political Development (APD), Postcolonial Theory, International Relations, and Political Sociology.

FAIR WARNING CLAUSE

For this, the fourth incarnation of this class, I have designed a syllabus that allows us to read deeply and extensively on one topic (indigenous rights) in comparative race politics. In the past I have taught this as a 3000-level seminar and will continue to run it more like a graduate seminar than a typical “topics” class in the major. The work will be reading-, writing-, and discussion-intensive and will also provide an introduction to the ways in which different research methods yield different kinds of analyses of race. Please be prepared to engage actively in a demanding, seminar-style course. I recommend this class only for juniors and seniors, unless you can demonstrate a strong background in race studies, theory, and/or political science. This will be a rewarding intellectual adventure if all of us are committed!
Objectives

In this course students will:

· Gain familiarity with the subfield of comparative political research
· Examine how nation-state legal structures impacted settler-indigenous relationships through shifting ideas about and laws governing sovereignty, jurisdiction, and rights
· Learn about a variety of political experiences of indigenous people in colonial and postcolonial contexts, considering the power configurations that affect them from their perspectives
· Have an opportunity to study one topic, in depth, in several different geographic contexts
· Develop a critical analysis of the different ways racial paradigms have impacted national politics, particularly in nations with imperialist pasts
· Write extensively in an analytical mode and possibly conduct a research project that applies the class themes (your choice for final project).
Course Readings

Please purchase the following books at the DU Bookstore. I will also try to place them on Reserve through the library:

1. George M. Fredrickson, Racism: A Short History (Princeton Univ. Press, 2002).

2. Kevin Bruyneel, The Third Space of Sovereignty: The Postcolonial Politics of U.S.-Indigenous Relations (Minnesota University Press, 2007).

3. Lisa Ford, Settler Sovereignty: Jurisdiction and Indigenous People in America and Australia 1788-1836 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2010).

4. Deborah J. Yashar, Contesting Citizenship in Latin America: The Rise of Indigenous Movements and the Postliberal Challenge (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005).

Note: Although these will be the primary sources for this course, I may occasionally add or replace articles to the reading assignments. These will either be handed out in class or placed on the course Blackboard site. 

Please make sure you have a functioning DU email account, and check it regularly for updates or announcements about the class. It is YOUR responsibility to locate and catch up on readings if you have missed a class. Please check in with a classmate first (which you can do on Blackboard) before you contact me.
Course Requirements

In-class participation 

This course will be run like a graduate seminar, which means that students are expected to participate in a proactive way during every class session. To participate proactively, you need to come to class not only having competed the reading assignment, but having thought and written about it carefully. Notes will help in this respect, and so will your reflection/discussion posts (see below). If you have trouble speaking up in class, I encourage you to really push yourself, bring question/comments in writing, or consider taking another elective. The success of this course will depend very much on full class participation.

(For absences policy, see “Course Policies”.)

Co-facilitation of class discussion: Depending on the final size of the class, students will work in pairs or trios once in the quarter to co-facilitate the class discussion on some aspect(s) of the assigned reading. Co-facilitations will be approximately 40 minutes long. The point of co-facilitation is to take the leadership of class discussion in an interesting and productive way. 
You can be creative with this assignment. In the past, students have come up with games, group work, debates, creative exercises, film clips—anything to productively engage your peers in a good discussion of course material. I will help move the discussion along if necessary, but the co-facilitators essentially have the stage for getting things moving. This responsibility will include:

1. Meeting ahead of time as a group to discuss the readings. This can be done through a discussion group on Blackboard if it is more convenient for you, but working together is not optional. DO NOT divvy up the assignment between group members and then not talk about it together. This is a cooperative assignment and must be treated as such.

2. Providing some additional information, whenever possible, about the topic we will be discussing. This means doing a little research as a group (or as individuals, but everyone needs to do something). You may want to tell us something about the writer’s background(s), but be thinking in terms of how this helps contextualize the readings. Some historical context about the time in which the article was written may be helpful—but keep that context relevant to the material. You may want to provide a hand out of information you are covering. You can email this to me beforehand and I will make copies.

3. Turning in a written component of your co-facilitation. Whatever you come up with, I would like to see a formal written version of it. This should include a basic outline of your co-facilitation plan, the discussion questions (games, exercises, etc.) you organized, outside research, etc. I will return this with a group grade based on the clarity and effectiveness of your co-facilitation.

4. Checking in with me at least 1 day before the presentation to summarize your plan. I would prefer you do this on email, but if I have time I am willing to meeting with you a day before your facilitation to check in about what you think you want to do. 

Writing

In lieu of regular quizzes or exams, I have found some mechanisms helpful for preparing for class discussion and keeping everyone accountable for doing the readings—which greatly enhances what we are able to learn in class. One mechanism is use of the Discussion Board function on our course Blackboard site. 

How it works: Students will be divided into two groups. (I will change the constitution of the groups at least once later in the quarter to mix things up.) Most days of class, as indicated by the syllabus, one group will post carefully composed questions, comments, confusions, and insights in the Discussion Board, while the other group just follows along without posting. Sometimes I will provide prompts to help you work through difficult concepts in the reading; other times the board will be wide open for whatever thoughts you wish to share. I will use your discussions to organize my teaching and discussion agenda, and when you are involved in a co-facilitation (see below), you can draw from them as well. They will also be a handy record of your progress, useful for writing papers later. 
Guidelines for posting:

· Posts are due by noon on the day of class. This is the minimum time I need to read through and score them.

· Posts include one primary entry of 1-2 paragraphs, but less than 200 words, and one response entry to another person’s post.

· There is a wide range of possibilities for how you might write primary entries, and the format is less important than the coherence of your thoughts and questions. For example, you could post a series of related inquiries, or one sustained response to a specific section of the text.

· Strong entries raise at least one question about the set of readings as a whole.

· Sometimes it is useful to reflect on how one reading for the current session compares to at least one reading from a previous session. (This is obviously not possible on the first reading.)

· On the days your group is not posting, please read at least half of the group postings before you come to class so you are up to speed with their discussion.
These reflections will be scored on a 1-5 point scale, with 5 being a robust, thoughtful, and carefully edited primary posting and a substantive (but it doesn’t have to be long) response to a classmate’s post. I will aggregate the scores at the end of the quarter, throwing out your lowest single score. A missed posting counts as a zero; a failure to respond to anyone else loses you a point; and late posts also lose points.

Other pre-class assignments: I may occasionally, and perhaps instead of Blackboard posts, assign a video to watch outside of class, a small group conversation to have online, or some other means of preparing for class discussion. I will let you know as these opportunities arise. They will be scored similarly to the discussion board posts.
Papers: You will write two formal papers for this course. (I will finalize the writing requirements based on discussions we have the first week of class.) The first essay (5-7 pgs) will involve a critical engagement with some of the main theoretical “framing” concepts introduced in the first third of class. I will hand out an assignment for this paper by the second week of class, so you can be thinking about it. The second paper (10-12 pgs) will be offer a range of topic choices, including a comparative analysis of indigenous political struggles in two of the societies we have read about; a research paper on a particular indigenous movement happening today; or a theoretical synthesis that works through all the major readings of the class. I will provide formal handouts and discuss both of these assignments further in class. 

Course Grading Breakdown

My final grading formula will look like this (with any extra credit opportunities being allocated to the final score):

Final Percentage = Sum (#1*.2 + #2*.15 + #3*.15 + #4*.15 + #5*.25 + #6*.10)

Grade Percentages:

93-100 = A

90-92 = A-

88-89 = B+

83-87 = B

80-82 = B-


78-79 = C+

73-77 = C

70-72 = C-

68-69 = D+

63-67 = D

Course Policies

Academic Integrity


Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. I am vigilant about checking the authenticity of students’ work and have no qualms about prosecuting violators. If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask me or refer to DU’s policy at http://www.du.edu/honorcode.

Reading

Your success, and the success of the class, depends on your active participation in discussions about the reading. Students are required to complete the assigned readings at the beginning of each topic or week. 

Absences

I will take attendance daily. It is the policy of the Political Science Department that more than two unexcused absences may result in a failing grade for the course. If you have to be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what the assignment was (check Blackboard before you email me) and to communicate with your co-facilitator or classmates about what you may need to do to carry your weight in the group work.

Late work

If a legitimate emergency prevents you from turning in an assignment, I need to know the relevant details as soon as possible and we can probably work out an agreement. Otherwise, late individual work will be marked down half a grade for each day that it is late. Late group work will not be accepted, which means that if you tend to be late, you need to try to break the habit so as not to impact your group.

Classroom behavior

I expect you to come to class well prepared to engage in the multi-directional learning/teaching process. Feel free to question and, at times, disagree with your peers, the reading, or the instructor regarding thoughts and feelings on particular issues. If you disagree with material presented, do so respectfully and with an aim to facilitating, rather than impeding, the learning process for others.

Incompletes

I only grant incompletes in the case of a documented extreme emergency.

Course Schedule

***Readings listed denote readings you will complete for class discussion on the day designated.

Part 1: Framing Concepts for the Comparative Study of Race 
Week 1:  Introducing Empire, Race and Racism (Or, the Big, Ugly, Western Picture)

(T) Jan 8:  Course introduction


Starter conversation and ground rules.
Today’s Idle No More movement and class discussion.

(Th) Jan 10:  

( (Blackboard) Bonita Lawrence and Enakshi Dua, “Decolonizing Antiracism”


( Fredrickson, Introduction and Appendix.
Week 2:  Rise of Modern Racism: A Theoretical Framework

(T) Jan 15:  Race, religion, and historical discourse

( Fredrickson, Chs 1-2.

(Th) Jan 17:  Racism and modernism: connections

( Fredrickson, Chs. 3 and Epilogue. 

Paper #1 assignment handed out. Due Tuesday, January 29th by 8 p.m.
Week 3: Considering the Politics of History and Research from a Native Perspective  

(T) Jan 22:  Critiques of social science 
( (Blackboard) Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples, Chapters Introduction and 1.

(Th) Jan 24:  Knowledge and colonization, and resistance
( (Bb) Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples, Chapters 3 and 6.
Film: “Bones of Contention” (Penrose  E77.9.B664 1998)
Part 2: How Sovereignty, Citizenship, and Law Impact Indigenous-Settler Relations 
Week 4: Comparing Settler Sovereignty in the Early United States and Australia

(T) Jan 29: Settlers and Anglo Thought Structures 

( (Bb) Carole Pateman, “The Settler Contract” (2008)

( Lisa Ford, Introduction, pp. 1-12.
Paper #1 Due via email by 8 p.m.

(Th) Jan 31:  Jurisdiction, Territory, and Sovereignty


( Lisa Ford, Chapters 1-2.

Week 5: Legality and Lawlessness in the Early 19th Century

(T) Feb 5:  


(  Lisa Ford, Chapters 3-4 

(Th) Feb 7: 


(   Lisa Ford, Chapter 6; Skim Ch 7; Chapter 8-Conclusion

Film: Rabbit Proof Fence
Week 6: U.S.-Indigenous Political Relations from the Mid-19th Century Forward
(T) Feb 12:  Racist ideologies and national myths

( Kevin Bruyneel, Introduction-Ch 2.
(Th) Feb 14:  Racist ideologies and national myths

( Kevin Bruyneel, Chapter 3.
Week 7: Claims for Postcolonial Nationhood in the U.S.
(T) Feb 19:  

( Kevin Bruyneel, Chapters 4-5.
Possible film in class re: American Indian activism.
(Th) Feb 21:  


( Kevin Bruyneel, Chapter 6-Conclusion.
( TBA, Reading(s) on Contemporary Indian struggles in the U.S. 

Final Paper Assigned. Due March 17th, by Midnight 
Part 3: Citizenship, Institutions and Identity 
Week 8: Thinking about Latin America
(T) Feb 26: Contextualizing transnationalism and Australia

( Deborah Yashar, Chapters 1-2
(Th) Feb 28: Indigenous Mobilization in Latin America
( Deborah Yashar, Chapter 3

Possible Film: “A Place Called Chiapas” (Penrose DVD  F1256 .P53 2005) 
Week 9: Equador and Bolivia
(T) Mar 5:  Indigenous activism in Equador
( Deborah Yashar, Chapter 4.

(Th) Mar 7: Bolivia’s regional movements
( Deborah Yashar, Chapter 5.
Week 10: Indigenous Rights in Latin America

(T) Mar 12: The Case of Peru
( Deborah Yashar, Chapter 6 and Conclusion
(Th) Mar 14: Pulling it all together


Final discussion and evaluations

Final paper due March 17th by midnight, via email.
1. Pre-Class Assignments (Blackboard, etc.)	20%


2. In-Class Participation	15%


3. Framing ideas paper (5-7 pgs)	15%


4. Co-facilitation  	15%


5. Comparative analysis paper (10-12 pgs) 	25%


6. Attendance	10%





Total	100%
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