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Syllabus

 “Five Faces of Power”

(CORE: Self & Identities)

Course Description

Power is something that impacts the lives of human beings in intricate—and intimate—ways every moment. However, most of us tend to think of power as something concrete, identifiable, and tangible—something that is measured, for example, by the amount of money one has or by the ability of one party to wield force against another. In “Five Faces of Power” we will draw on political theory in combination with readings in other disciplines to explore the ways in which power almost always has a political dimension, is never completely achieved, and often works in subtler, more complex, and contradictory ways than we tend to assume. And, as social beings, we are constantly responding to, endorsing, and/or resisting it.

The class will offer an interdisciplinary interrogation of how different functions of power in the world impact individual as well as collective selves and identities. Building on the central premise that political power is enacted through both dominance and resistance, the course will examine five arenas of power in historical and contemporary context: 

· the practice of “othering” and the experience of “otherness” 

· sexual violence and survival

· political discipline and the political prisoner

· the working American poor, and

· constructions and experiences of “border-crossing”. 

In the process of exploring power, students will learn about struggles around race, gender, class, sexuality and the dynamics of both oppression and human agency in the face of it.

The overarching theme of this course is power's disciplinary mechanisms on the human body. In each of the five contexts we study, power is imposed on bodies and minds, but bodies and minds also resist, transmute, thwart, and recreate power. My hope is that by the end of this course students will not think of power in the typical top-down, military-governmental framework but as something that also happens through discourse, internalization of beliefs and values, institutions, and hegemonic norms.

Readings

All readings for this class will be posted to Blackboard as .pdf files. Instead of spending money on books, please give yourself a budget for printing costs and/or buying a printer. I expect you to print out the readings and bring them to class.
Objectives

In this course students will:

· understand the theoretical concept that political power is a discursively constructed rather than “natural” or inevitable dynamic

· be exposed to a number of theories about how power works, including Lukes’ notion of three-dimensional power, the Foucaultian concept of discourse, and the Gramscian concept of hegemony.

· learn about resistance and human agency in relation to five broadly political contexts

· improve their capacity for critical analytical reflection and engagement with a variety of texts

· practice and hopefully improve their writing

· have an opportunity to produce a creative project on power.

Grading

This course will involve a good deal of writing. Students will write regularly in a “reading reflection journal.” The journal is a place to think carefully about the material you are reading. Sometimes you will just write 1-2 thoughtful paragraphs in response to some aspect of the readings. Other times I will give you study questions to answer. 

You will also write three formal papers. One will be a personal essay that uses one or more of the theoretical approaches to power you will be exposed to in order to analyze how your own lives and identities have been informed by power. The other two essays will respond to guided questions I provide in order to analytically explore the course materials in greater depth. One of these latter essays will be a “compare and contrast” style essay. 

At the end of the quarter, you will have an opportunity to present to a group of class members a creative project of your choice about some aspect of power that interests you. Your creative project will in some way incorporate a central insight(s) of the class that you found particularly compelling, but you will also apply your own analysis of this aspect of power. Before the assignment, I will provide the criteria upon which projects will be evaluated.

Students will also be evaluated through class participation, which will include small group work in a cooperative learning environment. 

The grading breakdown is as follows:


Class Schedule

PLEASE NOTE: Reading assignments may occasionally be substituted or switched, with notice. In those cases, I will email all students and/or announce the change in class, and post an updated syllabus to Blackboard.

Class Introduction

(Th) January 4

Class introduction and overview

Theoretical Perspectives on Power

(T) January 9

( Stephen Lukes, Power: A Radical View, pp. 1-37

Personal Essay Assignment given out. Due January 18.

(Th) January 11

( John Stuart Mill, On the Subjection of Women, ch. 1

( Stephen Lukes, Power: A Radical View, pp. 38-48
Face #1: Othering and Otherness   
(M) January 15

Martin Luther King Day. 

** Extra Credit for attending an MLK event and writing about what it makes you think about power.

(T) January 16

( Michel Foucault, “Two Lectures” 

(Th) January 18

( James Baldwin, “Stranger in the Village”
( Roy Harvey Pearce, Savagism and Civilization, excerpt
(T) January 23 

Edward Said, Orientalism, excerpt 
Face #2: Sexual Oppression, Survival, and Healing

(Th) January 25


( Robin Warshaw, I Never Called It Rape, excerpts
Guest Speaker: Lisa Ingerfield, Guest Speaker

Analytical Paper #1 Assigned. Due February 8.

(T) January 30

( Sexual Assault reading packet 2: Men as Allies, Men as Perpetrators
Face #3: Political Punishment and the Rebel Prisoner
(Th) February 1

( Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish, excerpt

In class video: Zimbardo Prison Experiment (film)

 (T) February 6

( Reading packet on California prisons and Abu Ghraib

(Th) February 8

( Antonio Gramsci, Prison Notebooks, excerpt

In class video: The Legacy (on California’s “Three Strikes” Initiative)
(T) February 13

( Excerpts from Nelson Mandela, Autobiography 
Face #4: Money as Power/ Surviving Class in America
(Th) February 15

( [Class cancelled]
Analytical Paper #2 Assigned. Due March 1.

(T) February 20

( Census Bureau reading packet
(Th) February 22

( Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel & Dimed excerpt
Face #5: Borderlands and Betweeness: Boundary Construction and Trespass
Part 1: Race and Nationality

(T) February 27

( Mary Texeira, “New Multiracialism: An Affirmation of or an End to Race as we Know It?” and articles related to immigration
(Th) March 1

( Intersex Society of North America website and Martha A. Coventry, “The Tyranny of the Esthetic: Surgery’s Most Intimate Violation”
Part 2: Gender, Transgender, and Third Sex
(T) March 6


( Judith Lorber, “The Social Construction of Gender”

( Michael Messner, “Boyhood, Organized Sports, and the Construction of Masculinities”

( Martha A. Coventry, “The Tyranny of the Esthetic: Surgery’s Most Intimate Violation” 

(Th) March 8

( Leslie Fienberg, “To Be or Not to Be”

( TBA Loren Cameron (photographer) Kate Bornstein 

In class: possible guest speaker Avi Skolnick

Final class meeting: March 13 and possibly final exam day. We will use these days for creative presentations.
Participation & attendance	15%


Reflections portfolio  	15%


Personal essay (5-6 pgs)	15%


Analytical paper #1 (5-7 pgs)	15%


Analytical paper #2 (6-8 pgs)	20%


Final creative project	20%





Total	100%








�Next time add PBS film, “People Like Us” on class in the U.S.
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