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Contemporary Political Theory

Passions, Politics, and Identities
Description 

The great irony of liberalism, the political philosophy upon which our own democracy is based, is that it has always harbored repressive and exclusionary tendencies while being fervently attached to the ideals of liberty and equality. This partly accounts for why one of the most revolutionary democracies in history has only admitted women, people of color, members of minority religious groups, non-normative sexualities, and other “others” as full citizens after much pain and upheaval (and perhaps incompletely). Today we continue to struggle in our liberal democracy with issues like what it means to achieve consensus in a multicultural society; how we can accommodate competing views of morality and still maintain order; whether the state ought to recognize and respect the specificity of individual identities that have previously been excluded; and on what basis we build communities in a society that sees the individual as its fundamental unit. 

A diverse body of political theory over the past several decades has been grappling with the benefits, limitations, and paradoxes of liberalism in a post-modern world. This class samples slices of that work. The questions of whether and how liberalism can deal with the kinds of contemporary passions and identities that both fracture and enrich our world today will drive our inquiry. We will also ask, is liberalism even the most appropriate model for political justice, or should it be replaced with a different paradigm? What would it mean to think “beyond” liberalism to something more radical and democratic? Is that even possible? What might we lose and gain in the process?

The first third of the course will review some of the core precepts of liberalism, using John Rawls’ work as a centerpiece. In the second third, we will learn about four varieties of modern liberalism. For the final third, we will explore some of the deep challenges that difference and identity pose to liberalism—and that liberalism poses to contemporary politics of identity.

Objectives

In this course students will:

· understand the key assumptions and operating mechanisms of the political philosophy of liberalism

· be exposed to some of the major debates in contemporary political theory

· learn how to read theory critically and build their own opinions on complex issues

· improve their writing in the analytical mode

· explore and debate abstract concepts and attempt to apply them in relation to practical political considerations.

Reading Material

Most of the course readings will come from the Colin Farrell reader listed below. All other readings for this class will be posted to the course Blackboard (“Bb”) site (under “course documents”) or handed out in class. Please print all readings and bring them to class with you. 

Please purchase the following books, available at the DU Bookstore:

Colin Farrelly, Contemporary Political Theory: A Reader (London: SAGE Publications, 2004).

* Please make sure you have a functioning DU email account, and check it regularly for updates or announcements about the class. I will get as many readings as possible to you ahead of time but, in the end, it is YOUR responsibility to pick up readings if you have missed a class.

Course Requirements

The work for this course consists of the following four requirements:

1. Class preparation and participation (20%).

Attendance and participation always matters in my classes, but perhaps even more so in this one because the momentum of our engagement absolutely depends upon everyone’s participation in it. The second requirement for the course (described below) will help you come prepared, but the bottom line is you must come to class not only having done the reading but having (carefully, not sloppily) put together some questions and ideas about it that you are ready to at least read aloud. If you have not done so, you may as well not come to class because you will be marked down for it. More than two unexcused absences and your total grade will be marked down 10%. Excused absences include illness with a doctor’s note, death of an immediate family member, University-excused absence, or special incident approved by me. (Yes, this is also a class about authoritarianism.)

I may also sometimes organize cooperative learning activities such as small group discussions, debates, and so forth. Your participation in these things is factored into your final participation grade.

2. Written reflections on each session’s reading (40%).

In this class you will keep a reflection notebook consisting of your questions, confusions, thoughts, ideas, reactions, disagreements, etc. about that class session’s reading. These will be kept in a Word file with dated entries for each session. There is a wide variety of possibility for how you might write these reactions, but each entry needs to include the following:

· At least three questions about each reading.

· Reflections about how one reading for the current session compares to at least one reading from a previous session.

· Your own reactions. 

I will collect these notebooks at random points twice throughout the quarter and also at the end of the quarter.

3. Mid-term paper (15%). 

This paper will be a 6-8 page response to one of a set of prompts I give you related to readings from the first half of the course. Due Monday, April 21st.

4. Final paper (25%).

This paper will be a 10-12 page analytical exploration of a theme, idea, or problem that crosses two or more readings from the course. Due Friday, June 2nd.

Course Policies

Academic Integrity


Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. I am vigilant about checking the authenticity of students’ work and have no qualms about prosecuting violators. If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask me or refer to DU’s policy at http://www.du.edu/honorcode.

Reading

Your success, and the success of the class, depends on your active participation in discussions about the reading. Students are required to complete the assigned readings at the beginning of each topic or week. 

Absences

I will take attendance daily. It is the policy of the Political Science Department that more than two unexcused absences may result in a failing grade for the course. If you have to be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what the assignment was (check Blackboard before you email me) and to communicate with your co-facilitator or classmates about what you may need to do to carry your weight in the group work.

Late work

If a legitimate emergency prevents you from turning in an assignment, I need to know the relevant details as soon as possible and we can probably work out an agreement. Otherwise, late individual work will be marked down half a grade for each day that it is late. Late group work will not be accepted, which means that if you tend to be late, you need to try to break the habit so as not to impact your group.

Classroom behavior

I expect you to come to class well prepared to engage in the multi-directional learning/teaching process. Feel free to question and, at times, disagree with your peers, the reading, or the instructor regarding thoughts and feelings on particular issues. If you disagree with material presented, do so respectfully and with an aim to facilitating, rather than impeding, the learning process for others.

Course Schedule

Note: Course readings may change—with notice—during the quarter.

Part One: Liberalism’s Origins & Evolution 
Week 1:  Precepts of Classical Liberalism 

(M) March 24:  Introduction

( Review of course, concepts, and social contract


(W) March 26:  Classical Liberalism 

( Bb: John Locke, “The State of Nature and Natural Rights”

( Bb: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Social Contract and the General Will”

( Bb: Thomas Paine, “The Rights of Man”

( Bb: Adam Smith, “The Dangers of Government Interference”

Week 2: Challenges for Modern Liberalism

(M) March 31:  Rawls as a Starting Point

( Bb: John Rawls, Lecture 1 (Fundamental Ideas), Political Liberalism
(W) April 2:  

( Bb: John Rawls, Lecture 2 (The Power of Citizens and Their Representation), Political Liberalism
Week 3: The Public/Private Problem 

(M) April 7:  

(Hannah Arendt, “The Public and the Private Realm,” from The Human Condition 

( Susan Moller Okin, “The Public/Private Dichotomy” from Contemporary Political Theory
(W) April 9:  

( Bb: John Rawls, Lecture 4 (Comprehensive Doctrines), Political Liberalism 

( First paper prompt handed out.
Part Two: Varieties of Modern Liberalism 
Week 4: Individuality, Liberty, and Equality: Tensions 

(M) April 14:  Egalitarian-Liberalism

( Colin Farrelly, Reader, Part 1

( Recommended: Bb: Mark Evans, “Liberalisms,” from Contemporary Political Thought: A Reader

(W) April 16:  Libertarianism

( Colin Farrelly, Reader, Part 2
Week 5: Individuals, Communities, and Participation

(M) April 21:  Communitarianism

( Colin Farrelly, Reader, Part 3

( PAPER #1 DUE.
(W) April 23:  Republicanism


( Farrelly Reader, Part 4

( TBA (Bb): Thomas Jefferson
Week 6: Deliberation and Difference

(M) April 28: The Deliberative Model

( Nancy Fraser in Farrelly, Part 5

( Farrelly Reader, Part 6
(W) April 30: Multiculturalism

( Farrelly Reader, Part 7
Part Three: Passion, Identity, Injury, and Morality 
Week 7:  Identity\Difference and Liberalism

(M) May 5:  

( Bb: William Connolly, “Confessing Identity\Belonging to Difference” and “Freedom and Resentment” from Identity\Difference.
(W) May 7: 

( Bb: William Connolly, “Liberalism and Difference,” from Identity\Difference.
Week 8: Injury & Resentment

(M) May 12: 

( Bb: Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Geneaology of Morals, first and second essays.
(W) May 14: 

( Bb: Nietzsche, cont. 
Final Paper Prompts handed out.
Week 9: Moralism in Politics

 (M) May 19: 

( Wendy Brown, “Wounded Attachments,” from States of Injury
 (W) May 21: 

( Conservative moralist perspective TBA.
( Wendy Brown, “Moralism as Anti-Politics”
Week 10: 

 (M) May 26: 

( MEMORIAL DAY: NO CLASS. 
(W) May 28: 

( Joel Olsen, “Friends and Enemies, Slaves and Masters: Carl Schmitt, Wendell Phillips, and the Radical Critique of Political Moderation”
( Wendy Brown, “Politics Without Banisters: Genealogical Politics in Nietzsche and Foucault”
( Final Paper due June 2nd.
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