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Comparative Race Politics:

State Power and Indigenous Rights in the United States, Australia, and Latin America
Description 

The Comparative Politics field in Political Science studies how state formations in different countries impact political power. This course draws on recent scholarship to explore, in depth, historical and contemporary aspects of racialized power structures as they have specifically impacted indigenous peoples on three different continents. We will compare how the complex dynamics of imperialism, capitalism, liberal state-building, and racialist (and racist) ideology combined in different geographic contexts to devastate and politically constrain indigenous communities around the world. We will examine how radically distinct perspectives on time, space, property, and community allowed colonizing populations to conquer native populations even while advocating the most radically egalitarian political structures ever attempted up to that point. While the course will involve a fair amount of historical material, the readings also allow us to see how indigenous groups are currently challenging the legacies of imperialism and liberalism as they build resistance movements in the postcolonial era. Localized and global indigenous rights battles, we will discover, have much to teach us about racial and cultural politics and the ongoing tensions in liberal society more broadly. 

In this context we will be exposed to scholarship from the fields of History, American political Development (APD), Postcolonial Theory, International Relations, and Political Sociology.

FAIR WARNING CLAUSE

For this, the third incarnation of this class, I have designed a syllabus that allows us to read deeply and extensively on one topic (indigenous rights) in comparative race politics. This is an advanced, 3000-level seminar and will be run more like a graduate seminar than a typical “topics” class in the major. The work will be reading, writing, and discussion intensive and will also provide an introduction to the ways in which different research methods yield different kinds of analyses of race. You need to be prepared to engage actively in a demanding, seminar-style course. I recommend this class only for juniors and seniors, unless you can demonstrate a strong background in race studies, theory, and/or political science.

P.S., I also think this is going to be a great intellectual adventure of a class, and I’m really looking forward to it.

Objectives

In this course students will:

· Learn about a variety of political experiences of indigenous people in colonial and postcolonial contexts

· Be exposed to the subfield of comparative political research

· Have an opportunity to study one topic, in depth, in several different geographic contexts

· Participate proactively in an intensive, rigorous seminar-style course

· Develop a critical analysis of the different ways racial paradigms have impacted national politics, particularly in nations with imperialist pasts

· Write extensively in an analytical mode and possibly conduct a research project (To Be Decided)

Course Readings

Please purchase the following books at the DU Bookstore. I will also try to get them on Reserve at Penrose:

1. George M. Fredrickson, Racism: A Short History (Princeton Univ. Press, 2002).

2. Kevin Bruyneel, The Third Space of Sovereignty: The Postcolonial Politics of U.S.-Indigenous Relations (Minnesota University Press, 2007).

3. Ravi deCosta, A Higher Authority: Indigenous Transnationalism and Australia (Sydney: University of South Wales Press, 2006).

4. Nancy Gray Postero and Leon Zamosc, Editors, The Struggle for Indigenous Rights in Latin America (Sussex Academic, 2004).

Note: Although these will be the primary sources for this course, I may occasionally add or replace articles to the reading assignments. These will either be handed out in class or placed on the course Blackboard site. 

Please make sure you have a functioning DU email account, and check it regularly for updates or announcements about the class. It is YOUR responsibility to locate and catch up on readings if you have missed a class.

Course Requirements

In-class participation 

This course will be run like a graduate seminar, which means that students are expected to participate in a proactive way during every class session. To participate proactively, you need to come to class not only having competed the reading assignment, but having thought and written about it carefully. Notes will help in this respect, and so will your reflections journal (below). If you have trouble speaking up in class, either you will really need to push yourself, or you should consider taking another elective. The success of this course will depend very much on class participation.

(For absences policy, see “Course Policies”.)

Co-facilitation of class discussion: Depending on the final size of the class, students will work in pairs or trios to co-facilitate the class discussion on the assigned reading for approximately 50 minutes of a class session. The point of co-facilitation is to take the leadership of class discussion in an interesting and productive way. You can be creative with this assignment. In the past, students have come up with games, group work, debates, creative exercises—anything to productively engage your peers in a good discussion of course material. I will help move the discussion along if necessary, but the co-facilitators essentially have the stage for getting things moving. This responsibility will include:

1. Meeting ahead of time as a group to discuss the readings. This can be done through a discussion group on Blackboard if it is more convenient for you, but working together is not optional. DO NOT divvy up the assignment between group members and then not talk about it together. This is a cooperative assignment and must be treated as such.

2. Providing some additional information, whenever possible, about the topic we will be discussing. This means doing a little research as a group (or as individuals, but everyone needs to do something). You may want to tell us something about the writer’s background(s), but be thinking in terms of how this helps contextualize the readings. Some historical context about the time in which the article was written may be helpful—but keep that context relevant to the material. You may want to provide a hand out of information you are covering. You can email this to me beforehand and I will make copies.

3. Turning in a written component of your co-facilitation. Whatever you come up with, I would like to see a formal written version of it. This should include a basic outline of your co-facilitation plan, the discussion questions (games, exercises, etc.) you organized, outside research, etc. I will return this with a group grade based on the clarity and effectiveness of your co-facilitation.

4. Checking in with me ahead of time about your plan. I would prefer you do this on email, but if I have time I am willing to meeting with you a day before your facilitation to check in about what you think you want to do. 

Writing

Papers: You will write at least two formal papers for this course. (I will finalize the writing requirements based on discussions we have the first week of class.) The first essay (5-7 pgs) will involve a critical engagement with some of the main theoretical “framing” concepts introduced in the first third of class. I will hand out an assignment for this paper by the second week of class, so you can be thinking about it. The second paper (10-12 pgs) will be a comparative analysis of indigenous political struggles in two of the societies we have read about, incorporating some outside research. I will provide formal handouts and discuss both of these assignments further in class. I am still deciding about a possible individual or group research paper or presentation.

Reflections Journal:  You will also keep a journal in Microsoft Word, which you post to me either on Blackboard or on email as an attachment by 12:00 p.m. before each class. You will use the journal to engage with the ideas in the course readings, which will, in turn, facilitate your participation in class discussion. The journal will contain:

· 2-3 questions you have about the reading, or questions you think could help forward class discussion

· 1-2 pages of carefully written commentary on an idea, passage, or problem you encountered in the reading and about which you wish to engage more deeply

· Occasionally, answers to prompts I give you beforehand.

Estimated Grading Breakdown


Course Policies

Academic Integrity


Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. I am vigilant about checking the authenticity of students’ work and have no qualms about prosecuting violators. If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask me or refer to DU’s policy at http://www.du.edu/honorcode.

Reading

Your success, and the success of the class, depends on your active participation in discussions about the reading. Students are required to complete the assigned readings at the beginning of each topic or week. 

Absences

I will take attendance daily. It is the policy of the Political Science Department that more than two unexcused absences may result in a failing grade for the course. If you have to be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what the assignment was (check Blackboard before you email me) and to communicate with your co-facilitator or classmates about what you may need to do to carry your weight in the group work.

Late work

If a legitimate emergency prevents you from turning in an assignment, I need to know the relevant details as soon as possible and we can probably work out an agreement. Otherwise, late individual work will be marked down half a grade for each day that it is late. Late group work will not be accepted, which means that if you tend to be late, you need to try to break the habit so as not to impact your group.

Classroom behavior

I expect you to come to class well prepared to engage in the multi-directional learning/teaching process. Feel free to question and, at times, disagree with your peers, the reading, or the instructor regarding thoughts and feelings on particular issues. If you disagree with material presented, do so respectfully and with an aim to facilitating, rather than impeding, the learning process for others.

Incompletes

I only grant incompletes in the case of a documented extreme emergency.

Course Schedule

***Readings listed denote readings you will complete for class discussion on the day designated.

Part 1: Framing Concepts for the Comparative Study of Race 
Week 1:  A Metahistory of Imperialism and Race (Or, the Big, Ugly, Western Picture)

(M) Mar 24:  Course introduction



Film: “Mirrors of Privilege” (Penrose E184.A1 M57 2006 DVD)

Starter conversation and ground rules.


(W) Mar 26:  

( Fredrickson, Introduction and Ch. 1.

Week 2:  Rise of Modern Racism: A Theoretical Framework

(M) Mar 31:  Race, religion, and historical discourse

( Fredrickson, Ch 2, and Appendix.

(W) Apr 2:  Racism and modernism: connections

( Fredrickson, Chs. 3 and Epilogue. 

Paper #1 assignment handed out.

Week 3: Nation-Building as Nation-Destroying 

(M) Apr 7:  Race, difference, and conquest

( (Blackboard) Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples, Chapters Introduction and 1.
(W) Apr 9:  Early slave empires
( (Blackboard) Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples, Chapters 3 and 6.

Part 2: Imperialist Legacies 
Week 4: U.S.-Indigenous Relations: Out of Time and Space 

(M) Apr 14:  Racist ideologies and national myths

( Kevin Bruyneel, Introduction & Chapter 1.
(W) Apr 16:  Racist ideologies and national myths

( Kevin Bruyneel, Chapters 3 & 4.
Week 5: U.S.-Indigenous Relations: 
(M) Apr 21:  

( Kevin Bruyneel, Chapters 5.
(W) Apr 23:  


( Kevin Bruyneel, Chapter 6.
Week 6: Indigenous Transnationalism and Australia

(M) Apr 28: Contextualizing transnationalism and Australia

( De Costa, Introduction and Chapter 1.

Film: Rabbit Proof Fence

(W) Apr 30: 

( De Costa, Chapters 2 and 3.


Film: Rabbit Proof Fence

Week 7: Indigenous Transnationalism and Australia

(M) May 5:  Indigenous activism

( De Costa, Chapters 4 and 5.

(W) May 7: Multiracialism

( De Costa, Chapter 6 and Epilogue.
Week 8: Indigenous Rights in Latin America

(M) May 12: Introduction and Zapatismo

( (Postero & Zamosc, 1): “Indigenous Movements and the Indian Question in Latin America.” 

( (P&Z, 2): Gunther Dietz, “From Indigenismo to Zapatismo: The Struggle for a Multi-ethnic Mexican society.”

Film: “A Place Called Chiapas” (Penrose DVD  F1256 .P53 2005) 

(W) May 14: Guatemala and Columbia

( (P&Z, 3): Edward Fischer, “Beyond Victimization: Maya Movements in Post-War Guatemala.”

( (P&Z, 4): Theodor Rathgeber, “Indigenous Struggles in Colombia: Historical Changes and Perspectives.”
Week 9: Indigenous Rights in Latin America
 (M) May 19: 

( (P&Z, 5): Leon Zamosc, “The Indian Movement in Equador: from Politics of Influence to Politics of Power”

( (P&Z, 6): María Elena García and José Antonio Lucero, “Un País Sin Indígenas?: Re-thinking Indigenous Politics in Peru.”

( Film: “Columbus Didn’t Discover Us,” (Penrose VIDEO CASSETTE 344)
 (W) May 21: 

( (P&Z, 7): Nancy Postero, “Articulations and Fragmentations: Indigenous Politics in Bolivia.”
Week 10: Closing Reflections

 (M) May 26: 

( Memorial Day: NO CLASS 
(W) May 28: 

TBA.




Framing ideas paper (5-7 pgs)	15%


Co-facilitation  	15%


Comparative analysis paper (10-12 pgs) 	20%


Participation/Attendance 	25%


Final Paper/Project	25%





Total	100%
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