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Subject  Dispatch From The Street 

“If it wasn’t for gold you wouldn’t have any of this.” 
—paraphrase of Omar Jabara’s (Newmont Mining Corp’s Senior Director of 
Communications and Media Relations) challenge to protestors as he gestured to cell 
phones, digital cameras, and the modernist architecture above downtown Denver, 
August 30, 2007. 
 
If Newmont’s top execs are learning anything about sustainability and indigenous 
culture you wouldn’t know it from Mr. Jabara’s sidewalk comments.   Thanks, Bruce 
Hutton, for fighting the good fight with these people.  And thanks, Tom Rowe, for 
your leadership in the struggle against this truly ill-advised award…even as you take 
the hits from Mr. Jabara in today’s Denver Post and from Vince (Never-Miss-An-
Opportunity-To-Bash-Liberal-Faculty) Carroll in the Rocky Mountain News. 
 
I’m proud of the four DU faculty members—three of ‘em anthropologists—who 
showed up to stand with Carrie Dann of the Western Shoshone Nation and other 
indigenous people and activists.  Ms. Dann is an inspiration, and well-deserving of 
the International Bridge Builders Counter-Award.  So too was Julie Fishel, lead 
attorney for the Western Shoshone Defense Project.  It would be nice to bring both 
of them to campus if we’re serious about holding the follow-up symposium that Sally 
Hamilton proposed back in June. 
 
Best to all, 
Dean 
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