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Polar bears at garbage dump, Ft. Churchill
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Ascent rate
1000 ft/min

Float altitude
~120,000 ft

Only 3-5% of
the atmosphere
1s above this
altitude.
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AKX \ ¥ Balloon Characteristics
252m Balloon at Launch 1.12 X 10" meters Ballcon Volume 30.57 X 10" feot
(83 1) 89.50 X 10" meters’ Balloon Surface Area 22.19 acres
20.32 microns Skin Thickness 0.8 mil
v 32 20 kilometers Length of Seams 21.6 miles
A 40 20 kilometers Nomenal Alttude 132,000 feet
3,175 kilograms Max. Payload Waeight 8,000 pounds
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https://www.nasa.gov/scientificballoons/videogaller

Sunrise and Super Tiger videos



https://www.nasa.gov/scientificballoons/videogallery
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At GSFC we were a lot more
ambitious than I was as a graduate
student.




- Big News Siory,,_Goes

- Up, Up, Up

It squirreled down from the heavens about 3
am. Friday over Highway 70, 13 miles Sotithwest
of Orangeburg as three T&D staffers watched in
amazement and disbelief. It was ddd-shaped and
in trouble.

THE CRAFT appeared to be without a pilot as

it headed for earth at a modest but determined
pace in the pre-dawn sky. Not a sound was heard
until the plastic-like tail began ripping the tree
tops.
‘The woods and nearby fields came alive with
mild explosions resembling a fusillade of pistol
shots, Nobody moved until the shooting was
over.

It was an eerie spe A weird ph
— and it was about to land.

And Away

A STORY was in. the making. People from
outer space were invading Orangeburg County!

As two of the staffers rushed to a corner of the|
field to witness the landing, disappomtment
replaced the expectancy in the air. The flight
wasn’t over

Almost as if it had been a planned hedge-
hopping, byt with a bit of embarrassment, the
giant weather balloon regained its composure,
pulled in its‘dangling cords and swifly climbed
back mto the moonln. sky,

THREE STUNNED eart.h men watched the big
data bag di dver a sl g Or: burg
and drove -hack to the T&D office without the
story that might have been.

Big New»s'Didn’t Get

& b

Away Entirely, Yet

The ‘“‘weather balloon’’ spotted Friday morning
by three Times and Democrat staffers has turned
out to be much more than expected.

According to an Air Force spokesman, the
balloon was carrying over 5,000 pounds of intricate
equipment to collect data on cosmic radiation. Most
of the instruments were found Saturday uear Nor-
way and the Air Force plans to recover them Sun-
day.

It was launched at Holloman AFB, N.M,, at 8:30
EST p.m. Wednesday. The balloon, which continued
on its merry way after dumping its gondola of
equipment, was last reported about 700 miles from
Bermuda.

The Times and Democrat hopes to carry pic-
tures and a complete story of today’s recovery in
Monday'’s edition.
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1052 transportation Company (Lt-Med Truck)
South Carolina National Guard
Orangeburg, South Carolina

Mr. Laws:

Enclosed you will find the parts of the
newspaper that pertain to the “weather ballon”. The
newspaper was glad to send the copies. Called and they
sent then right on down.

Paul Harvey could really make a story of this one. I
was told that the staffers (Men who saw the ballon) got
off work around 2:30 AM and had gone to a farmers
cucumber patch to get a few cucumbers. Down here
the farmers does not mind his friends getting a few
cucumbers, watermelons, etc. out of his field. In the
military I guess you’d call it a midnight requisition.
Anyway they had just gotten to the field when this
monster came down. Can you imagine what a scare
that was? The only logical answer to why a man would
be getting cucumbers at 3:00 AM would be his wife
was pregnant. However that is not known to be the
case. It is really funny though.

This is just a note to give you a chuckle. Anytime we
can help, call.

SFC Julius Easterling
1/19/21 South Carolina National Guard

&
/

The “staffers” said nothing to anyone
until the payload was found a day or
two later. Then this story came out but
not in the newspaper!
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old youth after his motor-
uck a median, skidded
feet and struck a light
outh was taken to
edical Center where he

4 a.m. His name is being
pending notification of his

5 45 p.m. Friday evening,
motorcycle accident on
nes Road left a 26-year-
veport man seriously in-

. Moses of 4302 N. Market
16, was seriously injured
I otorcycle was struck by
olet Camaro driven by
Nelson, 63, of 1604 Davul
oad. Nelson wasreponedly
nto his driveway when the
e ran into his car.
was taken to LSU Hospital
was listed in stable con-
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s not cipating.
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Look what just »dtjoppeid_'ir_i_-'

Photo by J. Frank McAneny
Residents of tlle anood area check out an unexpected visitor which dropped from the sky
into the trees near their house Friday night. The payload of a research balloon launched in
Palestine, Texas, bore an instrument box and a large smiling jack-o” -lantern face on the 5,000-
pound object’s orange plntlc covering. £

It came from the sky

Experimental apparatus lands south of Shreveport

n e ental NASA ap- launched the apparatus Thursday,  is sent to the area wh:lrie the equip-

Al
E’l‘-aius, orated with a jack-0’- were called to the scene to recover ment is expected to f















