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Why are We Ignorlng the Researched Beneflts of Acceleration?

Dr. Ruthi Manning-Freeman & Dr. Lindsey Reinert



Our Learning Community
Dr. Ruthi Manning-Freeman Please share with us:

— e Your Name
e Current position
e School, district, state

. affiliate
Dr. Lindsey Reinert e Sticky note:

o Your purpose/your why?
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Acceleration and peer ability
grouping options are proven
“best practices” that can
benefit gifted students as
well as the general student
population.

- ~Acceleration Institute
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However, despite the
evidence and the best
intentions of educators,
negative attitudes and a
lack of information and
support can cause
-educators, schools and
districts reluctance and
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Why do you think..




State Acceleration Policy
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State policy explicitly allows acceleration

State policy allows LEA's to decide acceleration policy
No state policy; LEA's decide acceleration policy

No response from state regarding acceleration policy
- State policy does not permit acceleration



https://www.accelerationinstitute.org/Resources/Policy/By_State/Default.aspx

Early admission to kindergarten
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In this form of acceleration, students enter kindergarten
before they reach the minimum school entry age (which
varies widely across states and districts).



Students participating in this accelerative option attend first
grade in their first year of school, either by skipping
kindergarten entirely or by moving from kindergarten to first
grade within the student's first school year.



Grade-skipping
(or whole-grade

acceleration) Students are placed in a grade

~ % level ahead of chronological
~age peers. Decisions to
grade-skip a student must be
made by a team of
professionals using a wide
range of data.



Continuous progress

Students engaging in this
option are given new

content as prior content is
completed and mastered.
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5 Self-paced instruction

In self-paced
Instruction, students
proceed through
learning and
Instructional activities
at a self-selected
pace. It is
distinguishable from
continuous progress
In that the student
has control over all
pacing decisions.
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' Students are placed in classes W|th older peers for a part of the
day in one or more content areas. Students could physically
move to a higher-level class for instruction, or they could use
higher-level curricular materials within their original classroom.
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ey could see
hemselves entering.




F 2Ny = 1%

$ | e
*E'xtracurricular orograms W / o
\ \ e | *‘f“‘.;ml W A

‘ Students elect to enroll in after

school or summer programs or
courses that confer advanced

instruction and/or credit.
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International Baccalaureate (IB) is a specialized educational
program offered at authorized schools. Students who participate
In this program, complete an IB high school diploma, and

- perform well on IB exams may receive advanced standing at

! selected universities.

VY 4



M"m«,, igh school 3 |

TR oA

d a selective high scheg
yram designed specifically fe
students. Day schools andifg
schools of this typeyof

coursewa



. @& =) al Credit by examination

. Students are awarded oY e

» advanced credit for 3 & "‘( e
successfully completing n— C ooy — o
some form of mastery test or oL O\x\i
activity. Students who earn )R A X ©le ,C ak
this type of credit have often A . X~ &C' )‘ c
mastered material through L\
independent study or \ -
Internship experiences. -~ - ﬁf,

..l ™



r8 Early entrance into middle school, high school,

or college
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Students enter the next level of school at least one year
earlier than expected. This may be achieved with the
employment of other accelerative techniques.
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Students who are accelerated in college complete two or

more majors in a total of four years, and/or earn advanced

degree(s) along with or in lieu of a bachelor's degree.
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Talking points to
keep In mind....

- When we decide not to accelerate a student because it is the
~ "safe" thing to do, we are eliminating an educational opportunity
for that student. Doing nothing is not the same as "do no harm.”

~Acceleration Institute
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Talking points to
keep in mind.....

- Accelerating selected students can save years of loneliness and
- social isolation for students who don't "fit in" with age mates and
long to have friends who share similar interests.

~Acceleration Institute
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Talking points to
keep in mind.....

A significant body of research exists indicating that academically ;
- talented students thrive when given the opportunity to accelerate
= their learning and their educational aspirations and

achievements increase.

~Acceleration Institute






FACTS  PROCESS

FEELINGS

Blue Hat - Process

Thinking about thinking.

What thinking is needed?
Organizing the thinking.

Planning for action.

Winie Rt - Facts
Information and data.

Neutral and objective.

What do | know?

What do | need to find out?

How will | get the information | need?

Red Hat - Feelings

Intuition, hunches, gut instinct,
My feelings right now.

Feelings can change.

No reasons are given,

BENEFITS CREATIVITY

CAUTIONS

\

B,

Green Hat - Creativity

Ideas, alternatives, possibilities.
Solutions to black hat problems.

Vallow Hat - Benefits
Positives, plus points.

Why an idea is useful.
Logical reasons are given.

Black Hat - Cautions

Difficulties, weaknesses, dangers.
Spotting the risks.
Logical reasons are given.



Meet Aidan

Meet Madhvi




Scenarios

Madhvi

Grade 3

Early Access directly to 1st grade
Age 5

Precousicious

Music interests:plays & composes
Highly motivated

Only Child

Well traveled

Aidan

Grade 10

Early Access to Kindergarten Age 4 y. 6m
Suspected photographic memory

Perfect diction

Personable

Passionate about Learning

Well like by intellectual peers and age
peers






Meet Madhvi Meet Aidan
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-0VgB9fVvU
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Empowered
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Edited by Susan G. Assouline, Nicholas Colange pyce VanTassel-Baska, & Ann Lupkowski-Shoplik.


http://www.nationempowered.org/
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State policy explicitly allows acceleration

State policy allows LEA's to decide acceleration policy
No state policy; LEA's decide acceleration policy

No response from state regarding acceleration policy
- State policy does not permit acceleration



https://www.accelerationinstitute.org/Resources/Policy/By_State/Default.aspx
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