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Installing R and RCmdr in your system  

This handout follows the instructions presented in the video: Installing R and R Commander. 

In order to follow the installation directions, you need to have access to the internet. Make sure 

you have access before getting started. 

There are versions of R and R-commander for Windows 10, Mac and Linux systems. It is 

highly recommended that you run any updates in your system before you start the installation of 

R. This precaution will guarantee that your system has any upgrades it needs. 

1. - Open your browser 

I use Mozilla firefox, but any internet browser will do.  

 

The easiest way to find the site is to try: “r statistical software“ in your search engine (I use 

Google)  

 

Usually the site we are trying to find will be the first hit (“The R project for Statistical computing”). 

Once found, go to the R statistical project website 

Follow 
this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0nEnW3QyK4
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Notice that in this page, there is a link to download the program. Please click on that link. 

And a new page with more information will open. In this new page, click on one of the links (I 

tend to go with the top one, as you can see) 

 

As stated earlier, there are several options: Windows, Mac, and Linux. Download what is 

appropriate for your system.  

Click on 

download 

I usually click 

on this link 
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Chose “base” installation for the first time (I always select that option, even when I am 

doing an update to a newer version) 

 

Accept and download. If everything is well, you’ll see the following window (or something 

very similar): 

 

I always select this option 

(even for updates) 
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Save the file. You should find your file in your default download folder: 

 

Start installation by double-clicking on the file. You get this screen: 

 

You can change the language used during the installation. Once the installation finishes, you will 

see this screen: 

 

If you used all of the defaults, you should now have an icon like this in your desktop: 

 

The downloaded file in 

my “downloads” folder  
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When you open the program by double-clicking on the icon, you get this screen: 

 

2. - R-commander (Rcmdr) 

The first thing we are going to do to run R-commander is to install it. R-Commander is not 

part of the default installation. It needs to be installed. To install R-commander (or any other 

package), we click on packages, and install. We get the following screen 

 

Click on “packages => 

install” and the window 

to your right will open 
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After we select a site for downloading packages (I usually go with the top one), we get a 

new screen with a list of all the packages we can install. Scroll down until you find “Rcmdr”:  

 

As you can see from the screenshot above, there are multiple packages that start with 

“Rcmdr”. All of those packages are needed to run R-Commander, therefore we need to install 

them all. We select all of the packages that start with “Rcmdr”, going all the way to 

“Rcmdr.Plugin.UCA” and hit Ok 

The package 

R-commander 

(“Rcmdr”) 

We need all of 

these packages to 

run R-commander, 

therefore we will 

install them all 
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The packages will start loading. Dependent on the speed of your computer, this may take 

from a few seconds to a few minutes. When it ends, the screen will look like this: 

 

After all the packages are installed, type “library(“Rcmdr”) in the main console: 

We select all of these 

packages (everything 

starting with “Rcmdr”), 

and once all of them 

are selected, we hit OK 
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If after you enter this command, you get some warning about needing to install further 

packages, just hit enter, and let the computer install whatever is missing. After it finishes you will 

get a screen that will look like this: 

 

  

Type: 

library(“Rcmdr”) 
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Notice that at the bottom, there is a warning:  

 

To remove this warning, you need to change the properties of the icon, so it runs in a 

different environment. The icon will have as “target” “"C:\Program Files\R\R-

3.6.1\bin\x64\Rgui.exe" --cd-to-userdocs”  

 

Most likely, you will get 

this warning, if running 

R-commander from a 

windows system 

Notice that after the 

double quotes it reads:  

--cd-to-userdocs 
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The best solution, is to create a new icon, and change the target. I named this new icon: 

“Rcmdr” 

 

And I changed the Target in the properties to the following  

"C:\Program Files\R\R-3.6.1\bin\x64\Rgui.exe" –sdi Please note that there are two dashes 

“-“-“ before “sdi”. See below: 

 

When you click on this new icon, the program opens and looks like this: 

Notice that after the double 

quotes now it reads:  

--sdi (two dashes) 
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Once you type “library(“Rcmdr”) in this new version of the program you get the following 

screen: 

 

Main difference: only 

one screen rather than 

two (see above)  
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Notice that at the bottom of the program, there are no longer warnings: 

 

3. - Your computer is ready to run R-commander. Explore! 

You can now start using R-commander. Explore the menus at the top. You’ll notice that it is 

menu-based (i.e., like SPSS windows), rather than command-based (i.e., like the old SPSS with 

syntax) 

 

 

 

 

No warnings  

Menus with multiple options to 

run several statistical 

procedures, graphics, etc.  

Explore! 


