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Museum Anthropology

ANTH 4744

Fall 2010, TTH 10-11:50

Professor: Christina Kreps





Phone: 303-871-2688

Office: Sturm 109






ckreps@du.edu
Office Hours: TTH 2:00 to 3:00 and by appointment  

Course Description

“Museum Anthropology” (formerly “Working in Museums”) introduces students to museum anthropology and the ethnography of museums as well as the theoretical and practical sides of museum studies. The course is based on the following premises: 

· Museum anthropology is a form of applied anthropology in which museums are a venue for making anthropological insights and knowledge accessible and relevant to the public. 

· Museums, as institutions of public culture, are a forum for exploring contemporary social issues and concerns. 

· The role of museums in society and civic engagement is at the core of contemporary museum anthropology and Museology

The course also provides an overview of museum functions and current trends through course readings, lectures and discussion, fieldwork, and museum visits. The objectives of the course are to:

· Provide an historical and analytical perspective on the field of museum studies and museum anthropology
· Provide students with ethnographic research and analytical skills to be practicing anthropologists in museums and related institutions
· Introduce students to the main areas of museum work (e.g., collections, education, research, exhibitions, etc.) and the diverse array of museum types and museological/cultural work
· Familiarize students with professional codes of ethics, organizations, associations and literature in the field
· Prepare students for professional work in a museum or other cultural institution, organization or agency
Readings 

Course readings are provided in the electronic version on Blackboard
Recommended Texts 

Elaine Heumann Gurian. Civilizing the Museum. London and New York: Routledge, 2006. 

Michael Ames. Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1992. 

Richard Kurin. Reflections of a Culture Broker. A View from the Smithsonian. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1997.

Class Format

Class periods will consist of discussion of readings; hands-on exercises and field work assignments; guest lectures, and visits to local museums. 

Course Requirements

Written review of a museum ethnography or other instructor approved text. Due 10/12. 30% of grade. 

Using the museum as a resource for ethnographic research exercise. 15% (due 10/19)

Ethnographic observation of visitor behavior and exhibit evaluation exercise. 11/18. 20%. 

Two media watch reports. 10%

Summary and critique of five museum visits. (five point each, 25%)
Week I 

Tuesday 9/14
Overview of course and Museum Studies Handbook. Introduction to DUMA collections

Thursday 9/16
Anthropology in and of Museums

Readings

Richard Kurin. Prologue and Chapter 1. In Reflections of a Culture Broker. Pp. 1-26

Michael Ames. What Could a Social Anthropologist Do in a Museum of Anthropology? The Anthropology of Museums and Anthropology, pp.38-48. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. 

Handler, Richard. An Anthropological Definition of the Museum and Its Purpose. Museum Anthropology, 17(3)33-36.

Week II

Tuesday 9/21

Museum Studies and the Museum Profession

Readings

Sharon MacDonald. Expanding Museum Studies: An Introduction. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006. pp. 1-12
Elaine H. Gurian. Introduction. Reflections on 35 Years in the Museum Field. In Civilizing the Museum, pp. 1-8

Richard Kurin. What’s with Anthropology? In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 83-93

Visit the Denver Museum of Nature and Science 

Thursday 9/23

Museum History, Types and Definitions

Readings

Museum Basics, pp. 4-12
Elaine Gurian. 2006. Choosing Among the Options. An Opinion about Museum Definition, pp. 48-56 and A Blurring of Boundaries, pp. 171-179 in Civilizing the Museum
Michael Ames. The Development of Museums in the Western World. Tensions between Democratization and Professionalization. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1992, pp. 15-24

Peter Davis. Places, ‘Cultural Touchstones and the Ecomuseum. In Heritage, Museums and Galleries: An Introductory Reader. Edited by Gerard Corsane, 2005, pp. 365-377.

Visit Denver Botanic Gardens and meet with Kim Manajek, Exhibits Manager
Week III
Tuesday 9/28
Material Culture and Its Interpretation/Researching Tangible and Intangible Culture

Readings

Victor Buchli. Introduction. In The Material Culture Reader. Oxford and New York: Berg Publishers. 2002, pp. 1-23

Hans Jorg Furst. Material Culture Research and the Curation Process. In Museum Studies in Material Culture. Susan Pearce, ed. Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1991, pp. 97-110

Handler, Richard. On the Valuing of Museum Objects. Museum Anthropology 16(1)21-27. 1992
Thursday 9/30

Richard Kurin. Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in the 2003 UNESCO Convention: A Critical Appraisal. Museum. 2004. 56(1-2): 66-77.
D. Fairchild Ruggles and Helaine Silverman. From Tangible to Intangible Heritage. In Intangible Heritage Embodied. D. Fairchild Ruggles and Helaine Silverman, eds. London and New York: Springer, 2009, pp.1-14.

Case study: The revitalization and preservation of the Dayak Ikat weaving tradition in West Kalimantan, Indonesia (Borneo)

Week IV

Tuesday 10/5

Objects, Collecting and Collections 
Readings

Sharon MacDonald. Collecting Practices. In Companion to Museum Studies. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 81-97
Elaine Gurian. What is the Object of this Exercise? A Meandering Exploration of the Many Meanings of Objects in Museums. In Civilizing the Museum, pp. 33-47

Richard Kurin. Making a Museum Object. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 57-70
Museum Basics. Units 41-45, 50

Object exercise in DUMA collections with Brooke Rohde, Curator of Collections

Thursday 10/7

Visit a local museum to complete “Using the Museum as a Resource for Ethnographic Research” assignment #1 and 2, by Serena Nanda. 
Week V

Tuesday 10/12
Museums, Civic Engagement and Social Responsibility

Readings

Elaine Gurian. The Museum as a Socially Responsible Institution, pp. 69-81, The Opportunity for Social Service, pp. 82-87, Function Follows Form: How Mixed-Use Spaces in Museums Builds Community, pp. 99-114, in Civilizing the Museum
Duncan Cameron. The Museum, a Temple or the Forum. In Reinventing the Museum. Gail Anderson, ed. Walnut Creek: Altamira Press, 2004, pp. 61-73 (originally published in 1971) 

Robert Janes. Museums, Social Responsibility and the Future We Desire. In Museum Revolutions. How Museums Change and are Changed. Eds. Simon Knell, Suzanne MacLeod, and Sheila Watson. London and New York: Routledge, 2007, pp. 134-146.

Case study: Museums as Places for Intercultural Dialogue (MAPforID)
Thursday 10/14

Diversity and Inclusivity

Readings

Katy Deepwell. Feminist Curatorial Strategies and Practices since the 1970s. In New Museum Theory and Practice. Janet Marstine, ed. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 2006:64-84.

Schwarzer, Marjorie. Women in the Temple. Gender and Leadership in Museums. Museum News. May/June 2007. 86(3) 56-64.

Richard Kurin. 1997. Debating Racially and Culturally Specific Museums. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 94-108

Visit the Museo de las Americas
Week VI

Tuesday 10/19

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGRPA)

Readings

Richard Hill, Regenerating Identity: Repatriation and the Indian Frame of Mind. In Museums and their Communities. Sheila Watson, ed. Leicester Readers in Museum Studies, Leicester, 2007, pp.313-323
Elaine Gurian. Repatriation in Context. Pp. 194-199

Video presentation and discussion Science or Sacrilege?
Thursday 10/21
Indigenous Curation, Cross-Cultural and Comparative Museology

Readings

Christina Kreps. Non-Western Models of Museums and Curation in Cross-Cultural Perspective. In A Companion to Museum Studies. Sharon Macdonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 457-472

Moira Simpson. Changing the Boundaries: Indigenous Models and Parallel Practices in the Development of the Post-Museum. In Museum Revolutions. How Museums Change and are Changed. Eds. Simon Knell, Suzanne MacLeod, and Sheila Watson. London and New York: Routledge, 2007, 235-245.

Evelyne Tegomoh. Cultural Entrepreneurs, Sacred Objects and the Living Museums of Africa. In Museum Revolutions. How Museums Change and are Changed. Eds. Simon Knell, Suzanne MacLeod, and Sheila Watson. London and New York: Routledge, 2007, 228-234.
Video presentation on the National Museum of the American Indian

Week VII
Tuesday 10/26
Visitor Studies: Access and Education

Readings

Museum Basics. Units 7,8, 9, 12-20, 70

Eilean Hooper-Greenhill. Studying Visitors. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 362-376

Sharon MacDonald. The Enigma of the Visitor Sphinx. From Museum Visitor Studies in the 90s. Sandra Bicknell and Graham Farmelo, eds. London: Science Museum, 1993.

Margaret Lindauer. Critical Pedagogy and Exhibition Development: A Conceptual First Step. In Museum Revolutions. How Museums Change and are Changed. eds. Simon Knell, Suzanne MacLeod, and Sheila Watson. London and New York: Routledge, 2007, pp.303-314

Hand out guidelines for ethnographic observation of visitor behavior and exhibit evaluation. Due 11/18, presentation to class 

Thursday 10/28
Exhibits and Exhibition Evaluation

Readings

Museum Basics, Units 22-26, 29, 30-34

American Association of Museums. Standards for Museum Exhibitions and Indicators of Excellence.
Lindauer, Margaret. The Critical Museum Visitor. In New Museum Theory and Practice. Janet Marstine, ed. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 2006:203-225.
Robert Sullivan. Evaluating the Ethics and Consciences of Museums. In Gender Perspectives. Jane R. Glazer and Artemis Zenetou, eds. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1994, pp. 100-107

Week VIII

Tuesday 11/2
Museum Education
Readings

John H. Falk, Lynn Dierking, and Marianna Adams. Living in a Learning Society: Museums and Free Choice Learning. In Museum Studies Companion. S. MacDonald, ed. Pp. 323-339

George Hein. Museum Education. In Museum Studies Companion. S. MacDonald, ed., pp. 340- 352

E. Gurian. Answers to the Ten Questions I am Most Often Asked. In Civilizing the Museum, Pp. 137-149 and Noodling Around with Exhibition Opportunities, pp. 150-161

Visit the Denver Art Museum. Presentation by Heather Nielsen, Master Teacher, Native Arts Department, Denver Art Museum
Thursday 11/4
Heritage and Cultural Policy

Readings

Steven Hoelscher. Heritage. In Companion to Museum Studies, pp. 198-218

Helaine Silverman and D. Fairchild Ruggles. Chapter 1. In Cultural Heritage and Human Rights.  Helaine Silverman and D. Fairchild Ruggles, eds. 2007, 3-29.

Byrne, D 2009. A Critique of Unfeeling Heritage, in Intangible Heritage. Laura Jane Smith and Netsuko Aikawa, eds.Routledge, London, 229-252.
Week IX

Tuesday 11/9
History in museums

Readings
Sheila Watson. History Museums, Community Identities and a Sense of Place. In Museum Revolutions. How Museums Change and are Changed. Eds. Simon Knell, Suzanne MacLeod, and Sheila Watson. London and New York: Routledge, 2007, 160-172

Thomas Schlereth. Collecting Ideas and Artifacts: Common Problems of History Museums and History Texts. In Museum Studies reader, pp. 335-348

James Deetz. A Sense of Another World. History Museums and Cultural Change. In Museum Studies reader, pp. 375-381

Visit the Molly Brown House

Thursday 11/11
Appropriate Museology

C. Kreps. Appropriate Museology in Theory and Practice. International Journal of Museum Management and Curatorship. 2008. 23:1(23-41).

Case study: Museum Pusaka Nias, Sumatra, Indonesia
Week X

Tuesday 11/16
Museum Ethics

Readings

Museum Basics. ICOM Code of Ethics, pp. 14-16

American Association of Museums Code of Ethics (handout)

Tristam Besterman. Museum Ethics. In Companion to Museum Studies. S. MacDonald, ed. London: Blackwell, 2006, pp. 431- 441

Thursday 11/18

Reflections on the Profession and Museum Futures

Readings

E. Gurian. Singing and Dancing at Night. In Civilizing the Museum, pp. 200-206

Charles Saumarez Smith. The Future of the Museum. In Companion to Museum Studies, pp. 543-554

Robert Archibald. Community Choices, Museum Concerns. In Museum Philosophy for the Twenty-first Century. Hugh Genoways, ed. New York, Oxford, Toronto: Altamira Press, 2006: 267-274.

Richard Kurin. The New Study and Curation of Culture, 265-285

Ethnographic observation of visitor behavior and exhibit evaluation exercise due in class
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