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FIRST YEAR SEMINAR:

CENSORSHIP, FREE SPEECH, AND LITERATURE

Essay #4: Defending The First Amendment: Milton & Modernity
This essay calls for a synthetic, contextual study of approximately 1,000-words in length.  Please follow the steps below and write in response to these questions.  Use evidence (i.e. direct quotation) from all sources and also provide a works cited page (MLA style).
1. Read the following documents: Milton, “Areopagitica”, http://www.dartmouth.edu/~milton/reading_room/areopagitica/index.shtml; and Blasi, “Milton’s Areopagitica & the Modern First Amendment”, 

http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/milton.pdf
2. In Areopagitica, how and why does Milton devise and defend one of his key concepts/ideas (e.g. liberty, reason, contraries) in terms of a dialectical tension between free speech and censorship?

3. In his lecture, “Milton’s Areopagitica & the Modern First Amendment,” how and why does Blasi work within and against the framework of Milton’s argument?

Length: 1,000 words

Due: Thursday, 10/1
