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POETRY, HISTORY & GENDER: EARLY MODERN ENGLAND

Course Syllabus: http://portfolio.du.edu/showard 

Course Description: A lively encounter with a robust gathering of poems, narratives, prose fictions, and historical documents from the sixteenth- and seventeenth-centuries.  Special attention will be given to poetic theory, historiography, and gender politics.  Within and against those larger contexts, the class will engage closely with the works of Katherine Philips and Ben Jonson, Margaret Cavendish and Francis Bacon, Aemilia Lanyer and John Donne, among other writers.
Texts:
Black, Joseph, et al, eds.  The Broadview Anthology of British Literature.  Volume Two: The Renaissance. 

Toronto: Broadview Press, 2006.  ISBN: 1-55111-610-3.  $44.95.

Bowerbank, Sylvia, and Sara Mendelson, eds.  Paper Bodies: A Margaret Cavendish Reader.  Toronto: 

Broadview Press, 2000.  ISBN: 1-55111-173-X.  $19.95.

Rivers, Isabel.  Classical and Christian Ideas in English Renaissance Poetry.  New York: Routledge, 1994. 

ISBN: 0-415-10647-8.  $41.95.
DU Bookstore: http://www.dubookstore.com/denver/
Other Documents: TBA; also, selected works via electronic databases, such as Early English Books OnLine, http://0-eebo.chadwyck.com.bianca.penlib.du.edu/home.

Assignments & Grading:
6 Essays (each 2-3 pages): 40%
1 Research Proposal (2-3 pages): 5%

1 Presentation: 5%

1 Final Project: 50%
Note on essays: Unless otherwise specified, all essays are due at the beginning of class in hard copy form: typed, double-spaced, in 12-point font and with pages stapled.  Essays/papers that do not follow these guidelines will be considered late.  Work submitted late will receive a deduction of -0.5 per day.

Note on grading: The Check System: I’ll be grading your essays (and your research proposal) with a check system that will follow these guidelines: A check plus on all your essays will translate into a grade of 4.0/A for that percentage of your overall grade in the course.  Each check on an essay will reduce your grade for that component of your overall grade in the course by -0.5.  Each check minus, by -1.0; each missing essay, by -2.0.  If you receive less than a check plus on any of the essays, you’ll have the option to revise & resubmit the essay for a higher grade.  Those revisions (original essay w/ comments plus the new essay) will be due by the beginning of the next class.  Your presentation & final project will receive letter grades.
Calendar (subject to changes):

Week One
Poetry & Poetics
1/6

Philips & Jonson / Jonson & Lanier / Lanier & Donne / Donne & Philips
Broadview Contexts: TBA

Rivers: 9, 11, 12
Week Two
Poetry & Poetics
1/13

Philips & Jonson / Jonson & Lanier / Lanier & Donne / Donne & Philips
Broadview Contexts: TBA

Rivers: 9, 11, 12
Essay #1 Due

Week Three
Language/Gender/Power
1/20

Cavendish / Queen Elizabeth I / Mary Stuart / Bacon
Broadview Contexts: TBA

Rivers: 4, 7, 8
Essay #2 Due

Week Four
Language/Gender/Power
1/27

Cavendish / Queen Elizabeth I / Mary Stuart / Milton
Broadview Contexts: TBA

Rivers: 4, 7, 8
Essay #3 Due

Week Five
Language/Gender/Power
2/3

Cavendish / More
Broadview Contexts: TBA

Rivers: 1, 2, 3
Essay #4 Due
Research Proposal Due
Week Six
History & Historiography
2/10

Cavendish / More / Ralegh / Bacon / Hobbes
Broadview Contexts: TBA

Rivers: 5, 6, 10, 13
Essay #5 Due

Week Seven
History & Historiography
2/17

Cavendish / More / Ralegh / Bacon / Hobbes
Broadview Contexts: TBA

Rivers: 5, 6, 10, 13
Essay #6 Due

Week Eight
Research & Presentations
2/24

Week Nine
Research & Presentations
3/3

Week Ten
Research & Presentations
3/10

3/13

Final Project Due: 6:00 pm, SH 387-E
3/12-3/15
DU Final Examinations
WWW Resources:

Libraries:
University of Denver Penrose Library: http://www.penlib.du.edu/
Iliff School of Theology Taylor Library: http://www.iliff.edu/taylor_library/index.htm
Huntington Library: http://www.huntington.org/
The British Library: http://portico.bl.uk/
Renaissance & Early Modern Studies:
Renaissance Editions: http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rbear/ren.htm
Project Gutenberg: http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
Early Modern Literary Studies: http://extra.shu.ac.uk/emls/emlshome.html 
Appositions: Studies in Renaissance / Early Modern Literature & Culture: http://appositions.blogspot.com/ 

