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Course Description

This course introduces students to the history, cultures, religions, politics, and arts of  Island Southeast Asia, namely, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and the Philippines. Special attention is given to contemporary issues such as socioeconomic development; ethnicity and nationalism; indigenous peoples and human rights; and environmental and cultural conservation. 

Class Format

The course will be a mix of lectures and class discussion of assigned readings. Students are expected to have read assigned readings before class, and come prepared to discuss their main points and issues.

Texts

Clifford Geertz. The Religion of Java. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1960.

Milton Osborne. Southeast Asia. An Introductory History. Singapore: Allen and Unwin. 1997

Renato Rosaldo, ed. Cultural Citizenship in Island Southeast Asia. Nation and Belonging in the Hinterlands. Berkeley: University of California Press. 2003.

Anne Schiller. Small Sacrifices. Religious Change and Cultural Identity among the Ngaju of Indonesia. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 1997.

All texts are available for purchase at the DU bookstore. Additional readings available from instructor.

Requirements and Evaluation

Country profiles. Due 1/22. 15%

Three take home essay exams. Exam questions will be given out one week prior to due date. Due 2/5, 2/26, 3/11. 75% 

Class participation. 10%

Final grade will be based on the following criteria:

· Regular attendance and participation in class discussions

· Completion and quality of performance on assignments

· Quality of written work (content, grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.)

Week I

Tuesday 1/6/04

Course overview and introductions 

Thursday 1/8/04

Background: The study of Southeast Asia as a “culture area” and the Indo-Malay archipelago 

Reading

Osborne, pp. 1-15

Peter Bellwood. Chapter 1, “The Environmental Background,” Chapter 4, “Recent Indo-Malaysian Prehistory According to Languages,” Chapter 5, “The Patterns of History and Ethnography.” In Prehistory of the Indo-Malaysian Archipelago, pp. 1-16, 102-107, 130-155

Week II

Tuesday 1/13/04

Background continued: The “Classical” Period and the “Highlander/Lowlander” divide 

Reading

Osborne, pp. 16-60

Thursday 1/15/04

“Classical” art and architecture

Reading

Osborne, pp. 213-220

Thelma Newman. The Transmission of Culture in Southeast Asia. In Contemporary Southeast Asian Arts and Crafts. New York: Crown Publishers, 1977:1-17.

Philip Rawson. The Art of Southeast Asia. New York: Praeger Publishers, 1967:203-209, 227-239

Suggested reading: Geertz. The Religion of Java, pp. 261-288

Video: The Arts of Indonesia

Country profile guidelines handed out, due 1/22

Week III

Tuesday 1/20/04

Colonial and Post-colonial Island Southeast Asia

Osborne, pp. 60-133

Video: Kings and Coolies (1995)

Thursday 1/22/04

Readings

Osborne, pp. 134-200

Video: The New Rulers of the World

Week IV

Tuesday 1/27/29

Ethnicity and Nationalism 

Readings

Robert Hefner. Introduction: Multiculturalism and Citizenship in Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia. In The Politics of Multiculturalism. Pluralism and Citizenship in Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia. Robert Hefner, ed. Pp. 1-58. Honolulu: University of Hawai’I Press. 2002

Thursday 1/29/04

Ethnicity and Nationalism

Readings

Renato Rosaldo. Introduction: The Borders of Belonging. In Cultural Citizenship in Island Southeast Asia. R. Rosaldo, ed. Berkeley: University of California Press. 2003:1-15

N. Purushotam. Disciplining Difference. Race in Singapore. In Southeast Asian Identities: Culture and the Politics of Representation in Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand. J. Kahn, ed. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 1998, pp. 51-94

Select one of the following:

Patricia Horvatich. The Martyr and the Mayor: On the Politics of Identity in the Southern Philippines. In Cultural Citizenship, pp. 16-43

Lanfranco Blanchetti-Revelli. Moro, Muslim, or Filipino? Cultural Citizenship as Practice and Process, In Cultural Citizenship, pp. 44-75

First take-home essay exam questions handed out. Due 2/5

Week V

Tuesday 2/3/04

Religion: Java

Clifford Geertz. The Religion of Java. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press. 1960: pp.1-76, 86-111

Thursday 2/5/04

Geertz, pp.121-161, pp.177-198, 215-224

Exam due

Week VI

Contemporary Islam

Tuesday 2/10/04

R. Hefner. Global Violence and Indonesian Muslim Politics. American Anthropologist. 2002. 104(3): 754-765.

Zainah Anwar. What Islam, Whose Islam? Sisters in Islam and the Struggle for Women’s Rights. In The Politics of Multiculturalism, pp. 227-254

Thursday 2/12/04

Religion: Borneo

Reading

Anne Schiller. Small Sacrifices. Religious Change and Cultural Identity Among the Ngaju of Indonesia. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1997: 3-76

Week VII

Tuesday 2/17/04

Schiller, pp.77-151

Slide lecture on religion and art in Kalimantan

Thursday 2/19/04

Religion and interethnic violence

Readings

Anne Schiller and B. Garang. Religion and Interethnic Violence in Indonesia. Journal of Contemporary Asia. 2002. 32(2): 244-254

Human Rights Watch. Communal Violence in West Kalimantan. Report no. 9. New York: Human Rights Watch. 1997

Second take-home exam questions handed out. Due 2/26

Week VIII

Tuesday 2/24/04

Development and its impact on the environment: deforestation

Readings

L. Potter. Forest Degradation, Deforestation, and Reforestation in Kalimantan: Towards a Sustainable Land Use? In Borneo in Transition: People, Forests, Conservation, and Development. C. Padoch and N. Peluso, eds. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1996: 13-40

K. MacKinnon and E. Sumardja. Forests for the Future: Conservation in Kalimantan. In Borneo in Transition, pp.60-75

Lecture on the WWF Kayan Mentarang Culture and Conservation Project

Thursday 2/26/04

Development and its impact on indigenous people

Reading

Dentan, et al. Malaysia and the Original People. A Case Study of the Impact of Development on Indigenous People. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 1997: 1-22, 51-116

Exam due

Week IX

Tuesday 3/2/04

Development and its impact on indigenous people

Borneo

Readings

J. Langub. Penan Response to Change and Development. In Borneo in Transition, pp. 103-120

P. Brosius. The Forest and the Nation. Negotiating Citizenship in Sarawak, East Malaysia. In Cultural Citizenship in Island Southeast Asia. Pp. 76-133

J. Mayer. Everyone Wants to Get a Head. Environmental and Cultural Tourism in the Borneo Interior. In Converging Interests. Traders, Travelers, and Tourists in Southeast Asia. J. Forshee, C. Fink, and S. Cate, eds. Berkeley: University of California Press. 1999: 51-84

Video: Blowpipes and Bulldozers

Thursday 3/4/04

Human rights 

Reading 

2003 Human Rights Watch Report on Indonesia (available online)

Additional reading TBA

Week X

Tuesday 3/9/04

Overview of course and wrap up

Final exam questions handed out, due 3/11 in Anthropology office, Sturm 146
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