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Hours: TTH 10-12 or by appt.

Course Description

The course explores the interplay among the arts, culture, and human rights. Topics covered in the course include: the concept of cultural rights as human rights; comparative cultural policy; copyrights; museums and human rights; cultural and community development; and national and international laws, conventions, declarations dedicated to protecting cultural and human rights. 

The objectives of the course are to help students develop their research and analytical skills in critical thinking and introduce them to: 

· Discourse on culture and human rights 
· The anthropology of human rights, and the role of anthropologists in human rights advocacy

· National and international laws, conventions, instructions, and declarations dedicated to cultural and human rights protection

· Organizations and agencies involved in cultural and human rights work on the local, national, and international levels
Texts
Michael Brown. Who Owns Native Culture? Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003.

Christina Kreps. Liberating Culture: Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Museums, Curation, and Heritage Preservation. London and New York: Routledge, 2003.

Nicholas Thomas. Possessions. Indigenous Art/Colonial Culture. London: Thames and Hudson, 1999.

UNESCO. Cultural Rights and Wrongs. Paris: UNESCO, 1998.

All books available for purchase at the DU bookstore and are on reserve desk in Penrose library. Supplemental readings on electronic reserve through Penrose Library web page.
Class Format

The class will be conducted as a seminar in which students actively participate in exploring course topics and reading materials along with the professor. All class participants are responsible for helping create an intellectually engaging and rewarding learning experience, and fostering the free expression of ideas in an atmosphere of mutual respect. Students are expected to complete assigned readings prior to each class period, and come prepared to contribute to the dialogue. Video presentations, guest lectures, and an art exhibit review complement course readings and discussions.  
Course Requirements
No late assignments accepted without previous consultation with professor.

Undergraduates

Reading journal (guidelines provided). Hand in 4/21 for midterm review of journal. Completed journal due 5/26. 40% 
Background research on and review of “Siqueiros: The Spirit of a Revolutionary” exhibit at the Museo de las Americas (guidelines provided). Due 4/12. 20% 

Case study research project/paper (guidelines provided). Due 6/2. 40%
Graduates

Reading journal (guidelines provided). Hand in 4/21 for midterm review of journal. Completed journal due 5/26. 30% 

Background research on and review of “Siqueiros: The Spirit of a Revolutionary” exhibit at the Museo de las Americas (guidelines provided). Due 4/12. 20% 

Case study research project/paper (guidelines provided). Due 6/2. 50%

Week I

Tuesday 3/22

Introduction to course

Video lectures by Edward Said on Orientalism and “The Myth of the Clash of Civilizations” 

Thursday 3/24

Anthropology and human rights

Readings
Messer, E. Anthropologists in a World with and without Human Rights. In Exotic No More. Anthropology on the Front Lines. Jeremy MacClancy, ed. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press. 2002, pp.319-337
Nagengast, C. and C. Velez-Ibanez. Introduction: The Scholar as Activist. In Human Rights. The Scholar as Activist. C. Nagengast and C. Velez-Ibanez, eds. Oklahoma City: Society for Applied Anthropology, 2004, pp. 1-20
Stavenhagen, R. Human Rights and Wrongs: A Place for Anthropologists? In Human Rights. The Scholar as Activist. C. Nagengast and C. Velez-Ibanez, eds. Oklahoma City: Society for Applied Anthropology, 2004, pp. 21-41

Week II

Tuesday 3/29

Anthropology and human rights

Readings

Wilson, R. and J. Mitchell. Introduction. The Social Life of Rights. In Human Rights in Global Perspective. Anthropological Studies of Rights, Claims, and Entitlements. R. Wilson and J. Mitchell, eds. London and New York: Routlege, 2003, pp.1- 15
Hastrup, K. Representing the Common Good. The Limits of Legal Language. In Human Rights in Global Perspective. Anthropological Studies of Rights, Claims, and Entitlements. R. Wilson and J. Mitchell, eds. London and New York: Routlege, 2003, pp.16-32
Josephides, L. The Rights of Being Human. In Human Rights in Global Perspective. Anthropological Studies of Rights, Claims, and Entitlements. R. Wilson and J. Mitchell, eds. London and New York: Routlege, 2003, pp.229-250

Thursday 3/31

Cultural rights as human rights

Readings

Stavenhagen, R. Cultural Rights: A Social Science Perspective. In Cultural Rights and Wrongs. H. Niec, ed. Paris: UNESCO, 1998, pp. 1-20

Singh, K. UNESCO and Cultural Rights. In Cultural Rights and Wrongs. H. Niec, ed. Paris: UNESCO, 1998, pp. 146-160

Prott, L. Understanding One Another on Cultural Rights. In Cultural Rights and Wrongs. H. Niec, ed. Paris: UNESCO, 1998, pp.161-175

Week III
Tuesday 4/5

Cultural rights as human rights

Select chapter/case study out of Cultural Rights and Wrongs to read and present to class. Instructor out of town

Thursday 4/7

Visit Museo de las Americas to see the exhibit “Siqueiros: The Spirit of a Revolutionary”
Review due 4/14
Week IV
Tuesday 4/12

Cultural policy

Guest lecture on Italian cultural policy by Professor Luca Zan, University of Bologna

Reading
Lewis, J. and T. Miller. Introduction. In Critical Cultural Policy Studies. A Reader. J. Lewis and T. Miller, eds. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2003, pp. 1-9

Zan, L. Cultural Heritage between Centralization and Decentralization. Insights from the Italian Context. 

Thursday 4/14

Cultural development
Readings

Lewis, D. Foreword: Culture and Development. In Cultural Expession and Grassroot Development. Cases from Latin American and the Caribbean. C. Kleymeyer, ed. Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1994, pp. ix-xv

Kleymeyer, C. Introduction and The Uses and Functions of Cultural Expression in Grassroots Development. In Cultural Expession and Grassroot Development. Cases from Latin American and the Caribbean. C. Kleymeyer, ed. Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1994, pp.17-36

Adams, D. and A. Goldbard. Chapter Two: Unifying Principles and Chapter Four: Historical and Theoretical Underpinnings. In Creative Community. The Art of Cultural Development. New York: The Rockefeller Foundation, 2001, pp. 14-25 and 38-57
Week V
Tuesday 4/19

Cultural activism

Gomez-Pena, G. The Free Art Agreement/El Tratado de Libre Cultura. In The Subversive Imagination. Artists, Society, and Social Responsibility. Carol Becker, ed. New York and London: Routledge, 1994, pp. 208-222
Video. Bettina Gray speaks with Luis Valdez, founder of Teatro Campesino

Thursday 4/21

Cultural property 

Reading

Brown, M. Introduction, Chapter 2: Cultures and Copyrights, and Chapter 3: Sign Wars. Chapter 5:Negotiating Mutual Respect. In Who Owns Native Cultures? Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003, pp. 1-10, 43-68, 69-94, 144-172
Hand in journals for midterm review

Week VI
Tuesday 4/26

Cultural property
Reading

Brown, M., Chapter 6: At the Edge of the Indigenous, Chapter 7: Native Heritage in the Iron Cage, Chapter 8: Finding Justice in the Global Commons, pp. 175-254

Thursday 4/28

Cross-cultural perspectives on museums and heritage preservation

Reading

Kreps, C. Preface, Introduction, and Chapters 1 and 2. In Liberating Culture. pp. ix-45.

Week VII
Tuesday 5/3

Reading
Kreps, C. Chapters 4 and 5. In Liberating Culture, pp. 79-144

Thursday 5/5

Museums and human rights
Readings
Duffy, T. Museums of “Human Suffering” and the Struggle for Human Rights. In Museum Studies. B. Carbonell, ed. Oxford: Blackwell, 2004, pp.117-122
Week VIII
Tuesday 5/10

Thomas
Thursday 5/12

Ella Maria Ray
Week IX
Tuesday 5/17
Thomas 

Thursday 5/19
Shannen Hill
Week X
Tuesday 5/24

Class presentations
Thursday 5/26

Class presentations
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