CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES IN MUSEUM STUDIES

Anthropology 4740, Spring Term 2006
Monday and Wednesday 1-2:50

Professor: Christina Kreps





Phone: 303-871-2688

Office: 140 Sturm S






E-mail: ckreps@du.edu
Hours: MW 10-12 or by appointment

Course Description

The course critically examines the museum and museological methods as cultural phenomena, considering the various interests and purposes museums have served at different points in time and in diverse cultural and national settings. Special attention is given to current issues, debates and approaches in museum studies as well as the relevance of museums to contemporary social life as sites of public culture.
The objectives of the course are to:

▪  stimulate critical thinking on the nature and purpose of museums and museum work

▪  acquaint students with seminal works on the critical theory of museums

▪  provide a theoretical, philosophical, reflexive and ethical framework for contextualizing museum practice and the social responsibilities of museum work

Texts and Course Materials

Michael Ames. Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes: The Anthropology of Museums. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press. 1992

Richard Kurin. Reflections of a Culture Broker. A View from the Smithsonian. Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press. 1997.

Christina Kreps. Liberating Culture: Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Museums, Curation, and Heritage Preservation. London and New York: Routledge. 2003

Eilean Hooper-Greenhill. Museums and the Interpretation of Visual Culture. London and New York: Routledge, 2000.

All texts available for purchase at the DU bookstore. Additional readings are on file in the Anthropology office for photocopying. 
Class Format

Seminar. Because the course is conducted primarily as a seminar students are responsible for completing assigned readings prior to each class period, and being prepared to contribute to and fully participate in class discussions. Class readings and discussions will be complimented by on-site visits to local museums and heritage sites.
Course Requirements

Four museum visit reviews. Guidelines provided. Due first class meeting after each visit. 10 points each, 40 total. 
Case study on museum controversy. Description of case and preliminary bibliography due 4/24. Paper due 5/31. 40 points 

Final Exhibit review. Guidelines provided. Due 6/7. 20 points.

Final grade will be based on the following criteria:

▪  contributions to and participation in class 

▪  completion of and performance on assignments

▪  quality of written work (content, style, i.e., grammar, spelling, presentation)

Week I

Monday 3/27/06

Overview of class

Video: Guillermo Gomez Pena and Coco Fusco “The Couple in the Cage”

Wednesday 3/29/06

Museology: theory and practice

Reading

Sharon Macdonald. Introduction. In Theorizing Museums. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers. 1996. pp.1-18

Michael Ames. Introduction: The Critical Theory and Practice of Museums. In Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes. pp. 3-14

Kreps. Introduction: Liberating Culture. In Liberating Culture, pp. 1-19.

Moira Simpson. Making Representations. Museums in the Post-Colonial Era. London: Routledge, 1996. pp. 35-49
Week II

Monday 4/3/06

Museums and anthropology

Reading

Curtis Hinsley. Magnificent Intentions. In Museum Studies. B. Carbonell, ed. London: Blackwell, 2004, pp. 159-174

Ames. Chapters Two through Four, pp. 15-38

Donald Collier and Harry Tschopik. 1954. The Role of Museums in American Anthropology. American Anthropologist 56:768-779.

Wednesday 4/5/06

Reading

Mary Bouquet. Thinking and Doing Otherwise. Anthropological Theory in Exhibitionary Practice. In Museum Studies reader, pp. 193-207

Richard Hill. 2000. The Museum Indian: Still Frozen in Times. Museum News May/June 2000, pp.40-74

Meet at Denver Museum of Nature and Science 12 noon

Week III

Monday 4/10/06

Anthropology, museums, colonialism 

Reading

George Stocking. 1985. Essays on Museums and Material Culture. In Objects and Others: Essays on Museums and Material Culture. University of Wisconsin Press, pp.3-14

Kreps. 1988. Decolonizing Anthropology Museums: The Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam. Museum Studies Journal 3(2): 56-63

Kreps. The Eurocentric Museum Model in the European World. In Liberating Culture. Pp. 20-45

Video: Ishi: The Last Yahi 

Wednesday 4/12/06
Museums, nation building and identity formation

Reading

Elizabeth Brown. Telling the Story of America. In Museum Studies reader, pp. 296-301

Tony Bennett.1999. The Exhibitionary Complex. In Culture, Power, History. A Reader in Contemporary Social Theory. N. Dirks, Geoff Eley, S. Ortner, eds. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 123-154.

Eilean Hooper-Greenhill. Museums and the Interpretation of Visual Culture. Chapter 2. pp. 23-48

Week IV

Monday 4/17/06 and Wednesday 4/19/06
Representation of culture in museums

Reading

Ames, Chapters Five and Chapter Six 49-69

Franz Boas. 1907. Some Principles of Museum Administration. Science, vol. 25, no. 650, pp. 921-933

Barbara Kirschenblatt-Gimblett. 1991. Objects of Ethnography. In Exhibiting Cultures: The Poetics and Politics of Museum Display. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press. 1991. pp.386-443

Richard Kurin. 1997. Making a Museum Object. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp.57-70

Eilean Hooper-Greenhill. Museums and the Interpretation of Visual Culture. Preface, Chapters 1, 3, 5, 6, 7
Week V
Monday 4/24/06 and Wednesday 4/26/06
The politics of cultural representation

Reading

Moira Simpson. Making Representations. Museums in the Post-Colonial Era. London: Routledge, 1996. pp. 71-80

James Clifford. On Collecting Art and Culture. In The Predicament of Culture. Twentieth Century Ethnography, Literature, and Art. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1988, pp. 215-251
Ivan Karp and Steven Lavine. Introduction. Museums and Multiculturalism. In Exhibiting Cultures. Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1991, 1-9.

Tomas Ybarra-Fraustro. The Chicano Movement/The Movement of Chicano Art. In Exhibiting Cultures, pp. 129-150.

Guillermo Gomez Pena. 1992. “The Other Vanguard.” In  Museums and Communities: The Politics of Public Culture. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, pp. 65-75.

Richard Kurin. 1997. Debating Racially and Culturally Specific Museums. In Reflections of a Culture Broker, pp. 94-108

Visit El Museo de las Americas
Week VI
Monday 5/1/06 and 5/3/06
Museums and community collaboration

Reading

Moira Simpson. 1996. Making Representations. Museums in the Post Colonial Era. London and New York: Routledge. pp. 51-69

Ruth Phillips. 2003. Introduction to Part 3. Community Collaboration in Exhibitions: Toward a Dialogic Paradigm. In Museums and Source Communities. L. Peers and A. Brown, eds. New York and London: Routledge. pp. 155-170

Anita Herle. 2003. Objects, Agency, and Museums: Continuing Dialogues Between the Torres Strait and Cambridge. In Museums and Source Communities, pp. 194-207

Miriam Kahn. 2000. Not Really Pacific Voices: Politics of Representation in Collaborative Museum Exhibits. Museum Anthropology 24(1): 57-74

Video: Journey: Museums and Community Collaboration

Week VII
Monday 5/8/06 and Monday 5/10/06
Visit the Black American West Museum and/or Mizel Museum on your own. 
Reading

Moria Simpson. Making Representations. Museums in the Post-Colonial Era.. pp. 22-30, 81-105

Edmund Barry Gaither. 1992. “Hey! That’s Mine”: Thoughts on Pluralism and American Museums. In Museums and Communities: The Politics of Public Culture. I. Karp, C. Kreamer, and S. Lavine, eds. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, pp. 56-64

Week VIII
Monday 5/15/06
Cross-cultural perspectives on museums and curation 

Reading

Kreps. Liberating Culture, Chapters 3, and 4. pp. 46-79, 79-113
Moira Simpson. Making Representations, pp.135-166

Videos: Indian America: A Gift from the Past


 Box of Treasures: The U’mista Cultural Center

Recommended

James Clifford. 1991. Four Northwest Coast Museums: Travel Reflections. In Exhibiting Cultures, pp. 212-254

Wednesday 5/17/06
Comparative museology and cross-cultural heritage management

Reading

Kreps. Chapter 6. 

James Clifford. 1997. Museums as Contact Zones. In Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twentieth Century. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, pp. 188-219.

David Butts. Maori and Museums: The Politics of Indigenous Recognition. In Museums, Society, Inequality. Richard Sandell, ed. London and New York: Routledge, pp.225-243

Week IX
Monday 5/22/06 and Wednesday 5/24/06
Heritage Sites and History Making
Reading

Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett. 1998. Destination Museum. In Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums, and Heritage. Los Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 131-176.

Thomas Schlereth. Collecting Ideas and Artifacts: Common Problems of History Museums and History Texts. In Museum Studies reader, pp. 335-348

Visit Four Mile Historic Park in Denver

Susan Crane. Museums, Distortion, and History in the Museum. In Museum Studies reader, pp. 318-335

James Deetz. A Sense of Another World. History Museums and Cultural Change. In Museum Studies reader, pp. 375-381

Visit Four Mile Historic Park

Week X
Monday 5/29/06

Museums, Social Justice and Human Rights

Reading

Terrence Duffy. Museums of “Human Suffering” and the Struggle for Human Rights. In Museum  Studies reader, pp. 117-123

Richard Sandell. 2002. Museums and the Combating of Social Inequality: Roles, Responsibilities, Resistance. In Museums, Society, Inequality. Richard Sandell, ed. London and New York: Routledge, pp. 3-23.

Julia Klein. Two New History Museums Put Their Ideals on Display. Chronicle of Higher Education 10/1/04, vol. 51, Issue 6

Wednesday 5/31/06 
Visit “The Wheel” at the Denver Art Museum

Museum controversy paper due

Final exhibit review due 6/7/06
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