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Seminar Description

This seminar explores issues concerning the representation of native cultures in museums. The late 19th century has been called the “museum age” in the Western world. Not coincidentally, this was also the period of European “high colonialism.” Objects representing the cultures of native subjects in the colonies were being collected, systematically classified and studied, and presented to European audiences. How and why native people’s cultures were exhibited in museums often served colonial interests, supporting an ideology of Western superiority that helped justify the colonial enterprise. 

Museums in the “post-colonial era” have had to confront their pasts and the historical imbalances of power embedded in their collections. As native peoples, or members of source communities, have demanded greater voice in how their cultures are presented in museums, they have challenged conventional museological paradigms of cultural representation and preservation. As a result, curatorial practices are being transformed to accommodate diverse perspectives and interests, and leading to  more inclusive, cross-culturally oriented approaches to curation and cultural heritage management. Native communities are also now using museums to represent their own culture and preserve their cultural heritage. 

Texts 

Christina Kreps. Liberating Culture: Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Museums, Curation, and Heritage Preservation. London and New York: Routledge. 2003

Michael Brown. Who Owns Native Cultures? Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press. 2003. 

Additional readings in packet

Class Format

Please read assigned readings prior to each class meeting. Readings will be the foundation for lectures, and class discussion. Students are expected to raise questions, make comments, and participate fully in the class. If you do not understand something in the readings or in class discussion please feel free to let the instructor know. 

Seminar Schedule

Class 1

Tuesday, 10.11.05, 14:00-16:00

Introduction to the course

Video: Ishi: The Last Yahi

Class 2

Thursday, 10.13.05, 15:00-17:00

Topic: Museums in the post-colonial era

Reading

Janet Berlo and Ruth Phillips. 2004. Our (Museum) World Turned Upside Down: Re-presenting Native American Arts. In Grasping the World. The Idea of the Museum. D. Preziosi and C. Farago, eds. Aldershot, England: Ashgate Publishing. Pp. 708-718.

Kreps. Preface and Introduction. In Liberating Culture, pp. 1-19.

Class 3

Tuesday, 10.18.05, 14:00-16:00

Topic: Museums in the post-colonial era

Reading

Kreps. 1988. Decolonizing Anthropology Museums: The Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam. Museum Studies Journal 3(2): 56-63

Kreps. The Eurocentric Museum Model in the Non-European World. In Liberating Culture. Pp. 20-45

Class 4

Wednesday, 10.19.05, 15:00-17:00
Topic: Representation of Native Americans in museums

Reading

Richard Hill. 2000. The Museum Indian: Still Frozen in Times. Museum News May/June 2000, pp.40-74

Case studies: The Denver Museum of Art and the Denver Museum of Natural History

Class 5

Thursday, 10.20.05, 14:00-16:00
Topic: Native Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and the National Museum of the American Indian

Reading

Kreps. Reclaiming the Spirit of Culture: Native Americans and Cultural Restitution. In Liberating Culture, pp. 79-113

Class 6

Friday, 10.21.05, 14:00-16:00

Topic: Native American museums and cultural centers

Reading

James Clifford. 1997. Four Northwest Coast Museums: Travel Reflections. In Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twentieth Century. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, pp. 107-146.

Videos: Indian America: A Gift from the Past


 Box of Treasures: The U’mista Cultural Center

Class 7

Monday, 10.24.05, 14:00-16:00

Topic: Indigenous models of museums and curation 

Reading

Kreps. Indigenous Models of Museums, Curation, and Concepts of Cultural Heritage Preservation. In Liberating Culture, pp. 46-79

Class 8

Tuesday, 10.25.05, 14:00-16:00

Topic: Comparative museology and cross-cultural heritage management

Reading

Kreps. Chapter 6

James Clifford. 1997. Museums as Contact Zones. In Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twentieth Century. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, pp. 188-219.

Class 9

Wednesday, 10.26.05, 15:00-17:00

Topic: Cultural heritage and native rights

Reading

Brown. 2003. Who Owns Native Cultures? Introduction and Chapters 2 and 3.

Class 10

Thursday, 10.27.05, 14:00-16:00

Topic: Cultural Heritage and native rights

Reading

Brown. Who Owns Native Cultures? Chapters 7 and 8.
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